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ADVERTISEMENT. - 

iHfi Directors of the London Missi^nsuy So- 
ciety' having wished that a Second Visit shoulil 
be paid to their several Missions in South Afti^, 
requested the Rev. Dr. John Philip and the- 
Author of this Narrative to undertake the charge. 

hi eorapliance with this request they em* 
barked for Cape Town, and after the neceSMry 
Reparations^ proceeded to the Stations formedr 
within the Colony; but various considerati^im 
rendering the presence of one of them in C^e 
Town highly itiiportant. Dr. Philip returned 
thither; while the Author pursued his jounsey 
in the Interior. . i 

It iWas not Mr. Campbell's original intefttidii 
to proceed farther northward than Lattak^k>, 
which formed the limit of his former jourixey 
in 1813, a Narrative of which was publi^ed in 
1815. ^ !But Ending on his arrival at thafMcity, 
that Ig^ossiE, King of MasSow, was there on a 
visit to Mateebe, King of Lattakoo, and that 
he was ready tt> give him a kind reception^ Mr. 
Campbell was induced to make the attempt. Aitei^ 
the return, th»efdre, of Kossie, the Aiithoi* left 
New Latt akooj proceeded to the City inow caHed 
Old Lattakoo, and then travelled in a north- 
easterly course to Mashow, which is supposed 
to contain twelve thousand inhabitants. Pursuing 
his journey about one hundred and twenty miles 
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■ • ~ I ; . ' ' ■ ' . ' ' ' • ' ' ' " 

farther ih^the same direction^ he arrived at an- 
other populous City, called Kurreechane, sup- 
posed to:.cOivtain :ah|Out sixt^^en^thou^^ilid Ii^hajii-' 
tatits/ who apfpear to.haveiAade greater aidyan-^ 
ces iti ■ the-Atts of civilized life than 'theiif more' 
sotithfem. neighbours! ' /' ; i '; = : 

Mr. [Campbell then; returned to Latj^koQ atnd,. 
after visiting several ;Towm situalted on fthe 
banks of the^River Krooman', and in the Great* 
Desart,'he returned to th^. Cape, after an absence 
of ten months. . ; , ' : ; : . , 

f The. narrative. of such a journey must.n€)Q^s-i 
sarily includieia great variety of new and curious ^ 
circumstances,' which -: cannot fail- to be irlte-- 
resting to every intelligent reader, and- espe-1 
cially to those; who desire the . extension, erf the 
benefits of Christianity to thewhole, family, qf, 
man. It will afford no small gratification to 
observe, that, whilst pious Missionaries are 
zealously* pursuing their grand object^— ^the con- 
version of the Heathen to Christianity — they are. 
materially contributing to the stores of general; 
Science, and particularly to the advancement of! 
Geographical Knowledge, in those extenisiye re- 
gions of the ^ earth which, after all.the^labprious^ 
efforts of tiie most: enterprising trav-eller^, remain 
tobe.exploredi . > 

BY ORDER OF THE DIRECTORS. ^ 

GEOKGEBURBiai, Stf^rrcary. 

Undony Feb. Ut, 1822. ; 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The Mmi^xms Society having deputed tbe; 
!B«v^ Jijfea Philips D. I>. and my^self, to yi^it th^ir 
sto^iflpp in South Africa, we l^ft LQ^doq pn^t^; 
IQtfc pf Jf pyeijaber, 1848, aii4on t^eevegi^g;,ft£ 
ftfi next f day wyiy^^ M Liverpopl, in order to; 
eml^rlt fer. the Qap0 of Good Hppe. We rgn 
itaainefi at:: Liy«rpPol lor ,a ^w d^ys, /^hAphi 
through the kindness of our friends, were render^ 
very agreeable ; and .on the 18th of that month 
w«;sfet.iail ^ htta^ th0 W^stoiorciapd, Cairtnin 
Ctf^ery, belojig^ to t^~ Gladstone, esq^ M JP. 
Tk^* p9X^oc^f yiogj^ pal^ xcussi^ed of Dr.: 
and MX8. Philip and t,Yf^ children, Mr* and ^3Cfi 
Ilfeu^e, MisfliojoaTi^ /or India, Mn S. Toona^r, 
a&dpy<sisd£;.: v::, •.:.'•. /;.- .,;:.•.•./.•■ 

^^e weathcif Ijeingjinlswoiii^e we n^rp 4^ 
t«tte4;!i» ti»e Jisah (i/^m^ till Pecea»l]^r Irt,; 
dmnDg mfhldi ^ifi^e xreii^roi^Bj^d between Englaad, 
a^d Robmd »0t ks^ Ihw^ixty timjes. At leng^ 
Bffmt^W}^ ftpnjit^ N. W; spriiiging }}p, enal]|ied; 
W *ftpir09««A tars^eft. : . Ai>ffut P^W the next'4*y, 
aa9k ftdyeri/er gale from tiiie S, W. arose, andw^- 
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pletely checked our progress. Shortly after its 
commencement, the mainmast was found to be in 
a very damaged state. In consequence of this 
discovery, it was thought necessary to return to 
Liverpool, where we arrived on the evening of 
Dec. 5th ; but so quickly was our mast replaced, 
that we set sail a second time, Dec. 10th, and 
being favoured with a fair and frfequently wi<ii -:a 
strong wind, we crossed the tropic of Ganc^ ofl 
the 22nd of Dec, the Equator Jan: 8th, i819> the 
tropic of Capricorn Jan. 20th ; and on Feb. 26tti 
landed safely at Cape Town, wkere; under the 
hospitable roof of my friends, Mr. and Mrs.^ 
Breida, of Kloof-street, I experienced a veiy kind: 
reception. 

The afiairs of the Missionary Society, anid t^cr 
necessary preparations for a journey into the* 
interior, detained Dr. Philip and myself in CiBLpe 
Town until May 4th, when, accompanied by 
Messrs. Evans and Moffat, the Missionaries, we 
proceeded to visit the missionary stations, si-^ 
tuated in the vicinity of the eastern coast, and 
within the colony of the Cape; these are Ca- 
leden Institution, formeriy called Zurebrak ; Ba-^' 
caltsdorp, ' formerly Ho<^ge Kraal; Bethelddcuf^ 
and Theopolis in Albany on tiie confines of Caffire* 
land. As accounts of these parts of the felony* 
have been given by Lichtenstein, Barrow, Latrobe, 
and sdso by myself, in a former joiumsalj; aiid is- 
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reports, regarding these institutions, have beiepi 
publish^ by the Society at various times, it does 
B6t appear necessary to trouble the public with 
Any farther details. m .. 

' ' . ' •■ •. I'f.f 

We had determined, after settling as far As wis 
in our power the aifairs of the missions in that 
part of Africa, to proceed to the stations beyond 
the colony ; but a Caffre war breaking out, we 
were advised, by those who were the best ac- 
quainted with the state of the country, to post- 
pone our journey for some time, and to wait the 
result of the contest ; which advice we resolved 
to follow. 

The business of the Society requiring the pre- 
sence of one of the deputation in Cape Town, 
Dr. Philip returned to it about the beginning of 
September, and I joined him there on the 12th of 
November. 

During my stay at Cape Town, we had various 
consultations relative to the propriety of visiting 
the missions at Griqua Town and Lattakoo, the 
result of which was, that, as matters of business 
would not well allow both of us to be absent from 
the Cape, for so long a period as a journey to 
Lattakoo would require, Dr. P. should remain at 
the Cape, while I proceeded to the interior. 
From many occurrences which afterwards took 

b2 
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{dace, we saw great reason for thankfuli\e99 that 
woh a decision had been made^ The objeQt&!of 
the Society in the interior were ^ected, while 
some evils were prevented, wA, mu<^ g^o^ 
produced by the residence of Dr. P. at Gape 
Town. 
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CHAP. I. 



JOURNEY FROM CAPE TOWN TO BEAUFORT, 

E'S^BRY tiling being prepared for our journey, 
we teft'Cape Town at ten a.m. January 18th, 
1^90. The party consisted of Mr. and Mrs* 
Moflkt^ myself, and the neeessary Hottentot at- 
tendaMs. Some young oxen, that appeared never 
to have been under the yoke before, soon became 
^ restive, that, notwithstanding the greatest 
exertions on the part of the Hottentots^ at ten 
6'elock in the evening we had only proceeded 
about thr^ miles beyond the Salt River, wher^ 
we baited fop the night. 

The iaext morning we departed at daylight in 
4rder to rectch water, but we found the oxen as 
diffieult to managie as before, so that our progress 
was completely stopped. In this dilemma we 
were most opportunely relieved by some people 
who were giving wine-waggons, and who^ no- 
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6 JOURNEY FROM [1820. 

ticing our uncomfortable situation, came and 
said, that as our unbroken oxen were of the 
colour they wanted to make up a span (or set) 
they would ^ve us poni^ ti^ctaMe ones in ex- 
change, if we were not particular about the colour 
of them. As this was a point of no importance 
in our estimation we thankfully acceded to their 
offer, and were thus tenabled 4o go forward with 
ease and safety. At eight a.m. we halted^at a 
pool of brackish water. Thermometer at noon 
this elay 82. -v 

, We travelled by §tell^bosh, Pawl^ aad Tul- 
l^achi till the 28th, . wh^n we arrived at the mouth, 
of the .Hex-riyer Kloof, after which the .road 
wjap i entirely new to me and to thepeqpjte, as fipr 
d^ the Great, Orange .Rive:r. We dined with, Mr*w 
JgLCQbu* De Toit, a very respfectable farjPD[er,.fr9i?i 
whom we received various necessaries for the^ 
y;>wm^Y* 'M six in the eYei;^ing w.e proceeded up, 
theKloc^, which is a long serpentitie defile, or> 
narraw.pa^a, between high aad steep inou^taiiisf*. 
The scenery was extremely grand and interest* 
ing, being marked by stupendous cliffs, rugged 
TOckfl* ftnd , ^piral^tqpt mountains of great eleva- 
tion. .,Thei? ?>ase$ w^re covered with min^siob 
ti^ees,. the flowers . of yfjkiqh aj^eared like ii^iij- 
m^rablei^idde^b^Us suspended from the braiu^l^e^. 
The Hex. River, witjt, rumbling noisei wos^ 
lieard forcing its way along. the jungle, and- wha^t 
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^ndered the wild and singular scenery ^iU more 
inteireiBtiag at tiliat time was, that the heat^is 
.were beautifully illuminated by the setting sufn 
.at one end of i the pass, smd the full moon in 
. serene and cloudless majesty was seen rising ^t 
the other. In three hours and sl hatf.we halt^ 
near the extremity of the defile. 

Bestmg cm the 31st, at Mr. De Vos\ hear the 
•head of Hex-river valley, he remarked that the 
jclimate and soil of the vaMey seemed equally 
adapted either for the vineyard or the corn-field. 
Chesnuts, walnuts, peaches, nectarines, apricots, 
mulberries, oranges, apples, pears, quinces, 
lemons* ^q. were hinging oh 4£ie' trees in such 
4)rofusion as to weigh down the branches to the 
^ound. 

We left tiie Hex River at five p.m., travelled 
^jfour or five miles up a steep ascent, at the head 
^>f the valley^ over a range of hills, passed through 
^ defile, and ai midnight halted at the commence- 
;ment of the Karroo desett« 

A jackal amiised us by ,its howling at a little 
(diistance. The field-m6Us6, upon whiiih it some- 
times preys, generally takes up its abode under 
a bush, and has a hole on each side leading to its 
^jresldence'. When pursued by the jackal it flies 
to its, hidingt place. The jackal, aware of the 
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tnantier in n^hich the mouse burrows iu^the eartit, 
strikes with'hb tail against the one hole to.fri^t^ti 
tkB Utile animal^ while he wati^Kes with iDpen 
mouth the other to receiise hiiii on his isxit. If 
&ig artifice does not succeed, be horwls to call Ms 
feUows to bisasni^tance. 

It is reported, that in this part of the country 
the male of certain kinds of birds alone builds the 
utet* When he has finished the work; itis'exat^ 
Biined by the female ; should it not please her> 
^he tears it to pieces, and her obedient male 
builds another. 

r At nbonv on the 4th of February, the timbers of 
llkfe Waggons became so heated that they could 
not be touched ; the thermometer stood at 100. 
At half-past three p. m. we proceeded on our 
.}oiinrey>; the thunder, which &om noon Imd been 
i*olltng.'kri3nnd us, came nearer, loud peals broke 
%er iour heads,, attended with much forked lights 
firing; which cohtmued for two hours without iur 
termission. At ten in. the evening we crossed 4he 
Buffalo River, that runs into the Elephant's River, 
and- at half past cbe tnjlie nidming>\^elialted at 
the side of it&e Heljieck Riveiv w the feed of which 
we found w^^. 

Daylight discovered, about two hundred yardt^^ 
from the waggons, the solitary graves of three 
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mmmmmmmmmmammmmmmmmmmmammmmmmmmmmmtBmd 
hobi$y trhci dieii trMIe Ofi 6 jouney . Baeh of tk^ 
gM»(^wn9 ^crv^od witlt iMtte^stoiiefi, dt the h^ad 
ctfsiliepoedrwt -iras^u brown flat fttone ftsred in tbe 
gtofind^ (»f twbibei m length, on which wai^ the 
«ffidwihg iAsctriptkrti : 

I • A • V • NK or John Van Newkerk. 
P • 11 • D ; C • B or Died the 11th December- 
y,A^-J802 or Year 1802, 

from the top of a small hill we had a view of 
the Elephant Mountains, about twenty miles dis- 
tant;^ itr evety direction all was desert, and in at 
storched state: ' Thermometer in the waggon, 
durhrg the day, was^ not under 94. 

Bopr^, from the Sea-cow ^irer, who were halt- 
ing near ns on the 6th, when invited to attend 
worship in out^ tent, replied they knew all the 
forms in the Church, but they knew nothing 
kbout worshipping in that kind of Way. Not one 
tSf tliem dttended. The only stranger who joined 
tis was a fleld-cotiiet^s wife, who with her husband 
fetf come ^ from their farm, about five miles dis- 
tent, to purchase some articles firom a hawkfer, 
^he told trs thefe place^ of rfe^idence was on the 
fluf&Io Rivet ; that last yejtf they had so>m haff 
a mudde* of coim, ' attd theit return Was twenty^- 
two mudrfe, (or forty-four fold.) She stated that 

I J • • . » i^ mudd^ measures about four bushels. 
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' ^sssssssssassssssssssss^^ 

the b^s^t is so great daring the ilayv tbat they «ftt 
Bothlng until the eyening, except waterrmejii^itt, 
^9rtn€h grow in^ great abumdamce in their gardi^. 
fxpxa her I learnt that the Buffalo Rivpr inms 
through a kloof or opening .aecoss the Elephant 
range of mountains, and joins the Elephant River, 
and that the fountains aH over the land are small. 
When I remarked, that, from her sequestered 
situation, she could not differ with her neigh- 
bours ; she replied very gravely, it was true, and 
very convenient to have no neighbours, for when 
pattle went into their garden, or corn-fields,. they 
were sure it was only their own. She also in- 
formed me that there was no game near their resi* 
dence, except a few antelopes and zebras ; and 
that they had no snow, but saw it in winter on the 
tops of the distant mountains. We gave Dutph 
Tracts to her and to the Sea-cow-river, boprs* 

The hawker, whom we followed as our guide in 
the Karroo, told us, that as the next water we 
should come to was fifteen hours distant, or jiearly 
fifty miles, he should set off at four ?,m. ; of course 
we were. obliged to depart at , the same time» 
There being good starlight, we proceeded the 
whole night without halting. In .the.monung^ 
the rising sun discovered one of the finest group? 
of mountains I had seen in Afirica. It consiste4 
of four rows running parallel to each other firom 
N. W. to S. E. the nearest of which were low, but 
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of iaterestiQgsiiapes; thes€te0n4mwinunediatjsly 
hdbiiuL was Mgher ; tlie thiM row.dewrvi^. the 
appelhdioii.of mouataios, but that whicb^ Xer^ 
minated the scene, and the sununits of ^which 
-w&tQ elegantly, shaped, was stupendous. The 
donds being hi^, . all were .clearly visible, .and- 
presented to the view a truly grand appearance. 
Observing them through a glass, nothing was- 
to be seen toward the summits but naked rocks, 
and it was considerably below the most ele- 
iMtted parts, that the. brown heath could bedis- 
tia^ished. 

.TJbe surrounding country exhibits a Waste, >oir 
H^iich I observed ooiy. sickly hunhes, fataisly ex* 
isting among broken slate, gravel, and sand, stone 
of^a dull red color. 

At half past seven in the morning we reached 
tiie banks of the long^desired Dweeka River, 
bounded by trees, enclosing a gentle streamy of 
clear water, which was only a little brackish. 

fiiiriiig.the day I observed, by oneans of a glass, 
the resmnblance of a gigantic white wall running 
for fpur or five miles along the summit, of a range 
9if nkoimtaans to the south; also many deep ca* 
i^cAms, immense cliife, and what retemhled the 
fronts of elegant mansions on a large s<$ale, AH 
the: rocks qA the surface of the mountains wore a 
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white iafipcaraiee^ b«N: the cli£b and eioeatatibiw 
wier&' of a red/hvie* 'Cir^ismBtanoe^preyeiitbd^^ 
from goingrndeer tocmgLto them to be nKKra pa^c 
dulair in >my observations. /We fcmitdj etmngi 
mtping frasir growing in the dr;^ bedof 4^ rimv 
ikrhicb ineasfuied ttrenty-threefbetiu ten^th/ and> 
one indi in oircumfeceoce ; also wild yidiowt 
melopsTOiy abundant on the-aides; ThenacnmtM) 

An exploit by Oorneiius^ my dri^^er^ ia wdstfayr 
of notice, as it shows what patience aiid penMH 
verance can accomplish, even under the oppres- 
sive beat of : axt Afitican climate. He jnhvMiA in 
the evenklg;^ after- an absetee jof ^1direie» da(|»iSw 
seardi ef tins 4»e& tlast hid strltyed^ ikl^TMtfit 
walked about one hundred miles. He wtaa verjp 
tired on his return and said little, only that we 
&^ ti^ateUed too fast &if him. Aftdr t^kitigf some 
food he became more cbmmunicaiive; and related 
thehiBtoryef his journey. :'.;»• 

He started on the Saturday morning from the 
Heibeck River to return to Reed-Fbimlbip, wlifere 
theioxen left hb/ At this place be Brmed about 
^anset; and it being too late fi>r commencingi liie 
sear^jf^that night he lay down behihdseitne sond^ 
aiid i^ept tm daytereaL The next lOMtmitg be 
examined the foot-marks ef oxeniall ^oxmd, but 
could' not distingaidi those he wattie«L' IBbe then 
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^tf^eWed a. risM^. ground^ from ;\^k^c|e. jbte leojce^ 
ia fUi diteptifQpi^, but saw nothing ^ ti^n^; ,{^^ 
]ipF|Ubpbbf^4eso^d|4t9 ti|e^^oad« ai»4;se«icjbed% 

4nhf soiight fiir twot; . himweY^* he jototiJv«d jM> trtt 

After patiently tracing the jliMrlts fijr'eil^tioi-fisii 
miles, he came up to the oxen, and found that all 
tlwtiileertefaxigediDtiKfiMiiBtjr. ,. . .: ; 



I JBy sunset ifintjog^ 4e . veaidied . the HellM^ 
Va99r^TirhRt!eb& stept, andjteBEtrmOr^Qgdit^flm 
kufcpiece oChiread, after ^wdgoch he Jaieganbi^ jtnnh 
net <td rc^toniiiii. iat:vo. or Ji^e bsJam^heitlaile 
up to a waggon that had been b^ting/anddrsoeiafied 
a small supply of bread. About sunset he found 
W9(er, At ¥^(^ he ^b^pisd £wr ^ein^^t;, JKpxt 
da^ kt wasi metrby «. man 4j:ivi«g, loi:>pe j9!i;$«}>:wiK9 
^o)^ bim ;^ was d«si|-€«4 by w tfn toliie I^qqi mtk 
iimt^)»f^ iBmtfsf, 4bat we mi^t;g€)t:^h^;Q^M>W 
fetom. ^a«|«Iwyejyi)r<i?f>(?«ly)aricM'}tfrh^ 
anyitM^ 4©. ^owjbskt wh%t he isi^d «fa^: ^9if£{ 
As^^ianicftuld ]|rodvi4e:«0^aii1^o^ ^#WIVi«sl 

pm^i bBU Jjroye 'thaw 4l*f»l5r: £m>f$^ -i^o^ 
ne)9chfii]ti«»,^QWlt'j5.iP-Mv ; — \ , , r^ . ,- ,.^ j,,.j 

.<^ri»gilh<y4lAe.0f9f^|^,)aj^|04)i(itile;4£4hd 
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locust' kind was creeping up the iii^e 'of the 
tent ; it is ealleil 'by farmers and Hottentots the 
corn-boor, because It is most frequently seen 
among corn at the time of harvest. It was abbtrt 
thte€i inches long, afid as much in dnrcnmferetice, 
the belly light green and i^arly fkt, the back 
black, of an oval shape, and raii^ed, the legs about 
four ildichte long, with three joints, it had several 
thorns tehittd the head. 

Peecharoo, a Bootshuana, whoacGom|iamed ns, 
being asked by a travelling boor if he would come 
into his servicfe, rieplied-— " I know tiiese men I am 
with, but I do not know you j they have goo8 
hearts; but I do not know yOur's ; there is another 
of them at the Cape, a Mynheer Philips, who ims 
also a good iieart" 

The day being comparatively cool, we were able 
to proceed at two p. m., keeping the Black Mouii- 
tains to^ the right, or south ; these were cOt^red 
by a white cloud, which appeared like ah immense 
shieet spread over them; and extending for at least 
forty miles, but the three ranges of lowfer hills in 
front were free from clouds. A'black ostrich, fol- 
low^ by several young ones, was seen about a 
quarter of a: mile to the left of the road, but we did 
not molest them. At six p. m. we crossed the dry 
bed of the Cat River ; at seven, we reached the 
Gamka, which is also called the Lion River, from 
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those aninials abounding on its sid^s. Itk conae-' 
qvfetice^, nb^bi^bt, of great' rai^s having ^dleo 
higher up the country, thS Qanika haH/a feW 
hours before our arrival, risen from a small brook 
to a broSd and f&ipid dtreafn, petHaps thiity-five 
ylU^saCtoss. * 
. ■ .• ■ " • . ' ■ '- '. ■ ' ^ 

In the morning of the eleventh, I took n yat)^bl& 
along^ its banks. The beauty of innumeraiblff 
mimosas in blossom was charming, and their fm- 
grance deli^tfiil. The ^ound which wats not bcJcu--' 
pied by these river-ornaments exhibited a Mriaiee 
strewed with broken slate ; and the soil appeared 
to be a mixture of sand and clay, sending forth 
here and there small tufts of feathered grass, and 
low brown sickly bushes. Many lizards wei'e 
running about in various directions. A wide-- 
spreading mimosa, standing by itself a little wiay 
off, attracted my attention by the liveliness of its 
green foliage and the number of the flowers with 
whi&& it was studded, and which glittered in the 
sun like i»o nilBtniy newly-coin^d guineas. It con- 
sisted of seventeen long shoots proeeediiig kotn 
one ancient stump ; the circumference of the 
ground which it shaded measured sixty *Bisi: steps ; 
our cattle were feeding around, coveys of phea^ 
saute were flying ov^r it, butterflies of great 
b^uty We^ extracting their food from its honeyed 
treasures, and lizards of various hues were en- 
joying its steide. Those persons only can appre^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



1^ iOVKVWi l^fmt : '{jLtatt 

mte fiwh 9a fUsemUftse of thei mi(^ti beautiful 
<^ifi<}ts.in; nftture, who fa«ye'm^]l<.wtl|ft tbem as we 
]Ktteiii.tbe'imd84;Qf adei^ert. ; 

We departed at two p*m., crossed tfee riireif at 
six, and in an hour and half more it became so 
dark that we were obliged to halt short of the 
plaoe w» Mi, initdiided to reach. He]:e we ^^jond 
^\m%y of fire^wood to prevent the approacb of 
lipftSf.raid to be very tuimerous onth^ Gam)(ai 
The^Mk £9fK^t^|^9 of two we had tmced on. the 
iPft^d.fer-^evowl »9^. . : ; o;. 

; ISjfe wea&t forward at^ve m tte inoming ; JBi a 
Httjie. tiniie we lost the r^l^t p$ith aaatd ^t entangled 
9m»&tf!W^ rocks, deiep sand/^t^all clii9fej and 
nusaerous branches of the riven The wagg^ 
iaB4e)h&ir-brea4th^ esc^es of beiog nearly oye^^ 
turv^d ^t leait SIX or eight tiixies. After Etrij^n 
^^ fof about half au hour, we got out of this 
bibynlith. WaggQrt»;hjidevid^tlygottethatw*y 
be^e^ but why; they had done so it was dillwlt 
to t»n|Qetiire. 

■ Pfiseiiig-Aidaff wis-^V^eHred & j^^tfj^tiag rode 
iio^'ftiAatsm6u:es; <m tbis lay what appeared a 
CiMl'joidoCidlQag.oilr^l^ssly tumlii^^yw^; My. 
Hf34k((Wl{>lji]tfsiiifid 00$) it wa« a hft;vi^> oteat,^ 
ptf^n^ j^u^slb^^ eit^jcHl^e to it At4he^tca^,yfia§iik 
I^m^ wee ilwi ^ItfF. At half past, six .<t. m. wi 
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lialted opposite a farm^hou»e^> where we, procwed 
jnilk for breakfast^ which had become a rarity, r 

The Gamka was now reduced to a small stream ; 
wild cotton-bushes grew plentifiiUy in some parts 
of its wide channel. A powerful whirlwind passed 
over our waggons, and we expected the tent Wocald 
have been torn to pieces and carried into the air: 
it lifted up nothings however, but a volume of 
sand and gravel, which fell upon the neighbouring 
trees like a shower of hail. 

We visited the farm-house, where two tame 
oi&triches were running about, although seven feei 
high. When a wolf is heard in the neighbourhood; 
all the dogs instantly run towards him, and the two 
ostTiches generally join in the pursuit I walked 
with the schoolmaster of the family to vieW the 
garden, which had a sickly appearance, being 
Watered by only two feeble springs: • Though 
th^ springs were but four yards apart, yet the 
one was sweet, and the other mineral water, m* 
sembling in taste that of Harrowgate. Therm. 00. 

At six iri the evening we jproceeded till mid* 
niglit, when We halted near the Gamka. Therm, 
at noon 80, the next day 82, when ^e wercr 
greatly molested by innumerable swarms cd flies.* 

Two waggons frorft the Sea-cow River passied;. 

VI^L. I. c 
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1^ feitner and hk son viaiAed our tent ; hid name 

was PinnAr, and, about tweiity*six year^ before, 
his father had lost his life in a contest with Afri- 
caner, by whom he was shot* 

Pinnar appeared to be falroutably di»|^ted to* 
Wards the truths of the Gospel. He received the 
account of Africaner's conversion with some sur- 
prise, but with less incredulity than might have 
been expected under such tirdum^tances. 

We continued our course the next day at five 
P.M. The land in the vicinity of the Gtatnka began 
to improve. Some hundreds of Caffre ee^tle were 
feeding, which had been captured by the late 
commandoes that went against them. Their 
number was said to be about fifteen hundred. 
We halted near the rivef about niidnigl]^4 

Early in the morning our Boot^huana came in 
triumph with a duyker [an anim»l of the deer 
kind] which he had just shof» boing the first animal 
be had ever killed with a musket. Qur Hotten- 
tots had long made sport of his shooting, assuring 
him he could never kill any thing with a musket ; 
and so certain W^e they of thjg» that they b:^- 
pMBted two <tf their nutnber to eat the fiNtthers 
or hair of the first animal he should kill. The 
ball had gone through the creature's throat and 
iikto his back, so be h^ shot at it in front. This 
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ctrfcumstance he pointed out with great anima- 
tion, and imitated £he sound of the bullet passing 
through some branches. H^ was covered with 
blood, from the awkward manner in which he had 
carried the still bleeding animal. 

Therm, at noon in the thick shade 82. 

Do. at 2 in the waggon 95. 

Do. at 3 in do 100. 

The flies compelled me to remove from the 
waggon where I was writing, and while standing 
under a tree, one foot happening to be near an 
ant*i5 nest, the alarmed inhabitants sallied forth, 
aind in less than two minutes completely covered 
my teg* I had not T)efore heard the Hottentots 
complain so much of the intensity of the heat as 
they did during this day. 

At five p. M. we departed, and sodn entered a 
narrow pass through a thicket of trees. The 
leader of the foremost waggon, a boy about four- 
teen years of age, was exceedingly afraid to enter 
l^e thicket, from a dread of meeting with Kons. 
Wfe halted at two o'clock in the momins:. 



*o* 



All a^oke befote sun-rise, for all were hungry, 
iione of us having tasted any thing for fifteen 
lioiirs. An ox which had lingered behind, and in 
consequence of the darkness had not been ob- 
served, came up quietly to the waggons. The bed 
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of the river near us was paved with blue rock,, aa 
regularly as a causeway; lines or splits went 
across from west t6 east, about three feet distant 
from each other, as if drawn by a measuring liw, 
and could be traced to forty or fifty feet beyond 
the bed of the river. Splits across those lines, so 
as to make it resemble separate stones in the 
pavement, ran from north to south. 

Therm, at noon in the waggon 98. 
in the tent 103. 

We travelled from four to ten o'clock in the 
evening. Therm, at noon the succeeding day^ in 
the shade, 92. During our journey in the even- 
ing, we hailed the new moon as the traveller's 
friend, and the next morning we arrived at Beau- 
fort, a deputy Drosdy which had been lately 
formed, under that of Graaf Reynet. They had 
not as yet commenced building the town* . The 
farm and farm-house belonging to Abraham de 
Clerk were purchased by government for the 
erection of this Drosdy, and the houses are pos- 
sessed by the local authorities of the di6^<^ 
The farm-house, which was the best I had ^^n 
in that part of the country, was occupied by Mr« 
Baird, the Landdrost; and Mr. De Clerk, nnwil* 
ling to leave the spot where hie had resided many 
years, lived in one of the out-hous«s. He visite^ 
the waggons immediately after they had halted. 
He sp<)ke veiy favourably of the Griqiias jdunng 
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their attendance at the last fair or market* Th^y 
had' bf ouglit With t^^m twenty-one Waggons, aftd 
kept regular meetings for worship, morning and' 
evening, and some of them gave addresses fronr 
the Scriptures. He asserted that they were a 
thinking people, possessed more knowledge than 
theiir white neighbours, were ready to listen to 
reason, and to' yield their assent to the force of 
argument. ' 

Hearing that thfe Landdrost was busy, I delayed 
calling for some time ; but he politely caMe over 
to tiie waggt)ns and invited us to Ms friendly man- 
sion, where I had an opportunity of presenting to 
him the letter* of ihtroduction with which I had 
been favoured from his Excellency General Sit 
ttufttne Shaw Doftkin, the acting governor of the 
colony- Mr* Baird immediately, in the most 
frank and open manner, offered to do all in his 
power to promote the object of my journey, and 
his future conduct corresponded with his pro* 
fesskm. 

He had a Bush girl at)Out eight, and a boy about 
tfen years of age, who were very interesting chil- 
dren. A field-comet higher up the country pro-^ 
cured them from their parents to be trained up as 
servants. After they had been at the field-cor- 
net's a few days, they ran ofFunperceived, and two 
days afterwards they were found half-starved in 
the wilderness^ fest locked in each others arms. 
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Although the boy had been but a short time in hj^ 
service, he. waited at table and acted his part 
Yery well. A late exploit of the lad is worth 
recording. 

Mr. Storki^stronae^ Landdrbst of Graaf Reynet^ 
and Mr. Baird were travelling in horse-wagsons, 
when the riveis were swollen by the rains* On 
coming to the ford of a certain river, a slave as- 
sured them it was not deep, on which Mr. Bair]^'s 
waggon proceeded ; one of the fore horses fell^ 
but the driver continued lashing the other houses 
till they dragged over both the fallen horse a94 
the waggon. Those behind^ observing this sue-* 
cess, attempted to cross likewise^ but five oC thq 
horses were drowned, and the waggon carried 
down th^ stream. Those in the wag^n with dif** 
ficulty got out of it, and succeeded in reachiilg 
Hie shore. Noticing that Mr* Baird's Bush l^y 
was missing, the two Landdrosts made haste to 
save him. About a mile and a half lower down^^ 
they observed him mounted on the roof of the 
waggon, and holding up a little dog to preventits 
being drowned. At length the waggon struck 
against a small island in the middle of the stream 
which was not yet covered by the water, when he 
immediately threw out the dog and jumped upoa 
the shore himself. They instantly sent for ream^ 
or skin ropes used about the waggons, which they 
tied to each other till they had made a line long 
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enough to risacfa the island. After lowing ibe 
hoy how to &steii it round his bodyi they threw 
it over, which happily reaching the islaad, he 
seized and tied it round him as directed. Then 
^t their detire, advancing as £aur as he could mto 
the powerful stream, they dragged him over as 
faift aa possible. The fate of the lit^e dog I do 
notiecollect* 

The Landdrost showed us a plan of thein^ 
tended town of Beaufort^ which is t^ consist of 
two parallel streets. Bach houi^e is to have a 
good piece of ground for a garden attached to it» 
and a stream of water, in a canal, is to be 
parried along each street for irrigating the gardens, 
and supplying the wants of the inhabitants. The 
spot chosen for the town is excellent meadoiar 
grpund. 

Beaufort h*s lately been erected into a parish, 
»ftd Mr. Taylor, who was sent out by the Mis- 
sionary Society to instruct the heatiien, had been 
induced to accept a presentation to it frcnn govern- 
nent. Mr. T« justified himself to a friend icir 
having left the Missionary Society, by saying th'it 
he had got a parish larger than Yorkshire. His 
friend observed, " had you continued in the 
service of the Society, and gone a little farther up 
the country, you might have laboured in a parish 
as large as the island of Great Britain." The 
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parish of Beaufort, however, is certainly large, 
though the population at present: be not .equal to 
that of many a single village.in Yorkshire. 

In. the evening, a waggon firom Betheldorp, 
beloi^^g to. a Hottentot of that place, arrivedi 
Wilh it came the oxen Dr. Philip and I had left 
six months before on account of their, feebleness. 
I expected to have been joined by some Hotten- 
tots from Bethelsdorp, who were engaged for the 
journey beyond the colony, but only one out of 
the seven came, the greater part of the others had 
been taken into government service. I was disr 
appointed at this, having to cross the Wild Bush-' 
man country, and possessing only two spare men, 
either for protection or shooting for support. • The 
Landdrost Baird rendered us an important service 
on this occasion, by ordering two men as gulden 
across the Bushman country, who both knew the 
road and where water was to be obtained. He as- 
sisted us with flour, potatoes, wine, onions, fruit 
and flesh. He sent also a good supply to the Mis- 
sionaries at Griqua town, of those things which he 
thought they would want. Therm, at Beaufort 
88—94—94—82. 
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JOURNEY FROM BEAUFORT *rO THE LIMITS OF 
THE COLONY. 

f¥ E left Beaufort on the evening of the 2Ist of 
Februwy, and travelled over a flat tract oifland^ 
lying between the Gamka on the right and a 
range of hills on the left. The whole range, for 
ten or twelve mile^, was surmounted by a front- 
age of rock» resembling a wall, or fortification; 
frcHn forty to fifty feet high, which exhibited a 
very interesting and commanding appearanee« 
This natural rampart was so perpendicular that 
haitlly a projecting crag could be seen. The 
night coming on^ and our temporary guide being 
uncertain of the way^ we proceeded in the best 
manner we were able> till about an hour before 
midnight, when the darkness obliged us to halt« 

Finding no water, we renewed our journey at 
daylight. The vall6y through which we travelled 
was bounded on either side by picturesque hills, 
regular strata appearing through the grass, like 
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little cliffs, or steps widely separated from each 
other. Some of the hill tops were ornamented 
by huge rocks, resembling crowns, which seemed 
to be strongly tinged with iron ore, and were of 
a reddish hue. 

At eight A.M. we halted near the foot of a hill^ 
over which the road lay, and succeeded in finding 
water. Therm^ at noon 78. 

At five P.M. we began to ascend the hill, which, 
from its steepness, proved to be a mu<ji more 
ff nm4able task than we had anticipated^ wheu 
y^ffi^xk Uom a distance. 

With great difficulty we ascended the first 
quarter of a mile, but coming to a sharp turn, at the 
commencement of a still steeper ascent, the twelve 
oxi^n in the foremost waggon were unable to mov^ 
it a foot further. Tefi oxen, from another waggon^ 
wf re added to the twelve, but these were able to 
di^g it only about three yards higher. After 
tbi9» twenty-two of the strongest Qx;en werie se* 
}eiet^ and yoked to the waggpn. These, in an 
hour and a half, succeeded in bjinging it to the 
top of the second ascent. The same oxen being 
yoHed to the two Qther waggons, brought up 
tixem also, by ^«^en o'clock at night ; but not 
hairing as yet gained a third part of the hill, and 
both oxen and men h^ing extremely fetigued^ 
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we judged it best to remidn all Bight whBje w^ 
were. 

No £K>oQer did the dawn of the day apj^efo:* 
than all were actively employed in prepariog t« 
^c^nd the remainder of the Ml. At M ^ la^ 
hour commencedi and in two hours all the wag^ 
gons reached the sunnuit. From this ejevalii^^ 
spot tiie descent for forty or fifty feet, wa^ j^^-i 
ceedingly steep and rugged, and tried the stceqg^ 
of the waggons, which were precipitated with 
great violence down it. Instead of a long and 
steep declivity on the other side of the hill^simUai; 
to that which we had ascended, and as Biigh^ 
have been expected^ we centered on a conaiderahl^ 
plain^ over which we travelled for twohoors^ a^d 
crossed a small river, witli a rocky bot^m^^^^ 
st^ep. sides. We then descended to a boor s p^c^ 
called Dms Fountain, opeupied by Jiif^ $mW 
where we obtained some Buppliesi which were 
very :acceptable, having been without food for 
twenty-one hours. Therm, at noon 78* 

This place was surrounded by hills, on Yfhi^ 
were innumerable heaps of loose stones, as if 
covering the graves of ancient warriors. Thfere 
were also rocks resembling the ruins of temples 
and castles of other times. 

About fifty BushmeUf women, and children. 
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^tT& in the service of Mr. Smit. Not that he re* 
quired so many assistants, but, as he himself 
said, he judged it better to retain them in his 
service^ than to be surrounded by such a number 
df thieves, and to be obliged to shoot them> as 
others had done. They appeared all to be in 
good spirits, free from care, and depending en- 
tirely on il^^f^r for their support. We left 
seven of our feeblest oxen with Mr. Smit till our 
teturn. 

At five P.M. we departed from Dass Fountain, 
and for three hours travelled among low but in- 
teresting hills. Two strata of rock were observed 
6n the right, resembling crescents. After crossing 
a pass at the head of along, gentle ascent^ we ob*» 
served that the little streams began to run to the 
N., instead of B. and S. £., as those had done, 
which we had hitherto met. At eight p.m. we 
entered a plain which had no visible termination to 
Hke north, and at half-^past nine we halted op- 
posite to a boor^s place^ called Drie Koppen, or 
Three Heads, so named from three hills in the 
▼idnity. 

At sunride the air felt very chilly, the thermo-^ 
tteter being at 62. The firmer at Three Heads 
was the son of Mr. Smit, at Dass Fountain. He 
mentioned a long hill in the neighbourhood, having 
a flat surface, and so completely surrounded with 
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an apparently inaccessible rampart, that no p^fson 
had been able to scale it. The rock*goat, boWr 
ever^ he informed us, had found its way to ^ 
place, which no human foot had evier yei. t}rodl» 
where it lives secure from the mischievous pro- 
pensities of man. 

Mr. Smit^ from a child, has had mVOih iofcw* 
t^oui^ewith Bushmen, andean sp^ak their laAt 
guage as well as any native. He ' said that 
they did not believe in a God, or the ^r^f 
father of men, but in the devil, who, they affirm, 
made every thing with his left hand; that t||ey 
believe &ey shall rise again from the. dead.; fc^i 
when they bury the dead> they lay the body 0191 
the ground, witli an assagais,f covering both wlt^ 
bushes, and ston«« They put the awfagjai^lijrihw 
side, tha;t when he arises he may have sOTW^pg 
to ^efiaxd himself with, a&d procure, a Uviqig} 
but, if they hate the dead person, they di^KMffl 
no iusisigais, that when he arises h^ may eilhw 
be murdered or starved. They suppose, tto^tiMme 
time afi;er they arise they shidl go:to.alaiid wheM 
theire wil) be abimdaQoe of excellent food, t ^^^ 

« — : 1 — Z-.^ — u.^^— ; — ■ . . ■ ? V — 1 • t„j • ■ ■■■rii;;f.>if 

♦Orspe^. .,.-..,/. . ,. > 

t This knbwkdgci, c6nfiisedt^ aikdoorihlpie^ as) it >ii^*iil>4l^^ 

beyond' Att ittkh of taon Baslikiieii/ and yfSff^jii^Ml'i^ 

oonAied to thiat pfurtof tbe <smntsy w^r«, % rb^sa^cj^fx^lif^ 

inhabi^i^t8 have had intercourse with the boors in die ^olojpi]f«i ^ 
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inoke UM of no form or ceremony at their mar* 
rfa^s^ if marriages they can be called. The 
*ieH hav« frequently four or fire wiveg> and often 
excbaiige wives with each other. 

One peculiarity in the conduct of ttie Bushmen 
is deserving of notice : Mr. Smit had always 
fm0^, if he cofftmittecf any thing to their care, 
that ^ey wefe i^thftil^ to the trust ; but whatever 
Wad locked ups and not coimmtted to thehr chargi^ 
they wwdd steal tf'^ey could^ 

the l^Btaa^ he^e, its in all othar parts, put 
^msdn ^m the points of tiien: arrows. Mr. Smii 
Wild ^nee wotuided by one near the heart. He hap 
^6d «l that time to have a pamphiei of twenty 
«¥ tkin^^j^d^di in bis vest pocket, throii^ wlodk 
tttt'arfowwefiC, wd entered his body; but, ie 
tlte ast^iidhiyient of evet y one, he recovered^ 
tkit iMirongi^t pokkm used by the Bmhinen, h^ 
taid^ W8»telcen from ^e yellow serpent, the head 
of wfaSfi4 they out off^ and extract the twx> bags 
of ^bfedn lihat lie under tite upper jaw^[)one. The 
^(KAiBtanoe HUva^ obtained somi l^rdens, and ii^ 
poun d ed with some of the red stone which they 
use, nnxed with grease, to smear their bodies. 
ICIteJuice of the lUiteffis bulb is then added, a^d 
wiA'Ifenp compositioin Ibey prepare their airowa: 
The MTouttd' of an arrow, thus poisoned, is moiti^. 
The btack poison taken from rocks, which was 
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reported to me, on my fi^rmer journey, either to 
be the dtmgof soflieins^cits, or collated by them, 
Mr. Smit said exuded from the rookie w^ere it "mis 
found : he had seen great quantities of it in the 
vicinity, undei^ the projecting stones of diffis, in 
the saihe way that I had seefi^ it at Sneubetg. THis 
conjeeture appeari» moife unlikely tfe^n tht otbar. 

No serpe&t can withstand the pow^ of tlie oil 
oftdfeacco; ofie drop^ or two i^ followed wijdi 
s^sms and de&th. TlieiM. at noon 74. 

We teft Three fieads at half-past four p. m- and 
found the road good and leveL We passed Ae 
Table Mountain, already mentio|;ied, and observed 
mMbe)^ of gtetttdr mAgnitu4e> d.nd of a Mstiht de- 
wivftiM^ dt&ndmg tathe N» Eo wfaoM base i 
fattve flieaiiured ^ least twelve or foUirteen 
having aligo^ a Ibunidable ^liff sutroui^ng itft^tafate 
loiJ, .' ; .. 

I could not he^ tnu&ing on the immeniie mws ^ 
matter whidi eompo«ed this latter iMusitayi^ tiie 
btttkofw&ch couid oidy be equaled by msttf 
thoMftiid^ (>f tli« £«l«bt««ed Bgy|>ti«ai pyraloidB^ 
Wkhfffixaiayw6^6e^e gfetterfttioni^of pot^r^tei 
and subjects would it require to complete a pfi^ 
duction resembling this stupendous work of the 
^^igbl^ Crsaton. Yi^ir^rttta^ajlitltehattBttlion, 
and still (As tdiriiiratiioii; • ^ 
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We halted near the field-comet's place^ at nine 
p*M. where our two guides^ appointed by the 
Landdrost^ found us. 

The lions have retired from this district 
since the &rmers took possession of it; tigers 
alsO) and various other animals, that form^ly 
abounded, are now rarely seen. At a little 
distance from the comet's house, a river torn- 
mences in a spring, the water of which is as salt 
as the sea; but only one hundred yards below 
the source, on the side of the river, we were 
shown a spring of fresh w^ter, which fully supplies 
«11 the demands of the.femily.* 

At half-past seven p.m. we reached the boors 
house; The horsp sickness, so &tal to that nobie 
animal^ and to the interests of the £lrmer» was.pfe* 
vailing much at that time. Mr. Baird pointed 
out a flat part of a mountain, only a few nule$ 
from Beaufort, about half-way from the summit, 
to wluch^ if they send their hor»^ whea Ihe 
disease is in the country^ none of them will.be 
aSeeted* The$re is alsp a hill in the GriquH 
odxMtjf called Horse Mountain, which is r^orted 
tojtt the s^o^^e way, when the dispose is in th€^ 
had. 



^t-vr* 



^ III the 4i6igli(x»iirlio6d of Oape Town, sbo, Ikeie ait mmbIc^ 
iidt and fresh siHrmgB witUn a f^^ feet of eiu}h ot^. 
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' This disease has been the scourge of the colony 
for a considerable period, and is not properly 
understood; neither has any remedy been yet 
discovered to counteract its baneful effects. 

The adjacent ground was so closely strewed 
with loose stones, that to clear it might at first 
sight appear impossible ; but, upon trial, I found 
r could clear away the stones covering a square 
yard in less than two minutes^ and throw them 
to a greater distance than would be necessary for 
a waggon to stand from the gatherers of stones 
when the field should be clearing. The soil under 
the stones appeared to be good. No doubt the 
first ploughing would throw up a great many 
firesh stones, which, perhaps, it might be no in^ 
jury tit) the ground to allow to remain. 

We moved forward at five p. m., and met two 
Fushmen with their wives, who were each of 
them much pleased to receive a small piece of 
tobacco. The hills continued to be beautifully 
diversified in shape; some were conical, others 
exhibited flat surfaces, and many were as re- 
gularly formed as if constructed by art. At ten 
o'clock at night we passed the last boor's place 
in the colony, called Bush-dove-place. The 
people were surprised to see the approach of our 
waggons, being a rare sight in so remote a corner 
of the country; they immediately lighted up 
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several fires, and at least a score of dogs came 
rushing towards us with fnghtftil fury^ making the 
hills to resound with their noise. The boor him- 
self was from home, on a journey to the Cape, but 
we found residing in the place his two sons, with a 
German schoolmaster, and a considerable number 
of Bush people. They had many thousand 
sheep, in three kraals, or enclosures. These 
sheep having eaten up all the grass for many 
miles round, we were obliged to proceed to 
the next water, where we arrived at midnight, 
and found some cattle, belonging to the same 
boor, under the care of a party of Bush people. 

The boor's son came on horseback, in the 
morning, to exanotine the state of his &ther^s 
cattle. He attended our morning worship in the 
tent, after which we walked to the Bushmen 
huts: two of the women persevered in attempt- 
ing to learn the alphabet till one of them knew 
the half of the letters. I left two Hottentots a^ 
their instructors, but they soon returned to the 
waggons, saying their two scholars had fled to 
the hill. 

The farmer's son told us, that the first month 
after taking possession of the ground for their 
fetrm they killed twenty-eight lions; and that 
only four days ago they had shot a lion which 
had devoured a kid.. 
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I advised the Bush people, who were extremely 
dirty, to wash themselves sometimes in the ad- 
joining pools. They wepe much diverted with 
the idea of washing, but seemed unable to com- 
prehend what end could be answered by it. 
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JOURNEY ACROSS THE WILD BUSHMAN COUNTRY. 

tVE departed at sunset from the last property 
of the colonists, and entered the Bushman 
country. About midnight a large lion was seen 
watching us, sometimes behind and sometimes 
before, which made us halt to get all the muskets 
ready for our defence, in case he should make an 
attack. He had cunning enough to keep on the 
lee side of the waggons, to prevent the oxen from 
smelling him, and giving an alarm. After halting 
about half an hour, without his re-appearing, 
we proceeded till one in the morning, when 
we halted at a pool of water. 

During the night the wind blew cool from the 
S. E., but in the morning it began to blow fresh 
from the N., and had a suffocating effect. Therm, 
at noon, during a strong wind, 90. Our largest 
dog lay squatting in the pool of water, and slept 
most of the morning. We proceeded at four 
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p,M. on a plain extending for before us, and 
bounded only by the horizon. About sunset, 
hundreds of springboks were seen peaceably 
feeding beside some pools of water. We killed 
one and wounded another^ but it escaped. 

, In the niorning, gensboks, ostriches, and other 
animals came to drink, but were intimidated by 
the appearance of the waggons. They stood 
motionless, and looked towards them for a long 
time, after which they turned round and soon 
disappeared. Therm, at noon 88. 

At six p. M. we pursued our course over an 
immense plain, which presented itself to the 
view in a northerly direction. In it stood a co- ^ 
nical hill, as if placed by Providence for a 
landmark to guide travellers across the country. 
At half-past two o'clock in the morning we halted 
near a row of pools, filled with white water. 

March 1st. Two thirsty springboks were shot 
in the morning, on their way to the water* Os- 
triches, quachas, and various other animals, were 
observed approaching for the same purpose, but 
were scared by the appearance of the waggons. 
We were visited by five Bushmen and two 
women. , They knew there was a God, but said 
He was only for white men, not for them. They 
attended our worship with great decorum. 
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Forty-three ostriches were seea from the wag- 
gons, this day, at the same time. 

Almost every ten minutes we were visited by 
strong gusts of wind, one of which tore the tent 
from several of its fixtures, another nearly over- 
turned my waggon. They seldom last above a 
minute, when they are succeeded by a dead csdm, 
and the air seems improved by their visits : they 
generally come fi-om the N. E. 

The Bushmen were greatly entertained by 
my compass. A Hottentot, without being de- 
sired, told them that it would always direct me 
to the way which led to my home. They at- 
tempted, by turning the compass, to force the 
needle to point another way than towards the 
north, but not being able to effect it, they held 
up both hands, laughed heartily, and looked upon 
me as a fortunate person, in possessing a thing 
that would always point to my home. Ther. 90. 
We went forward at five p. m. and travelled till 
one o'clock the next morning without discover- 
ing water, then halted till six, when we pro- 
ceeded in quest of it. At seven a. m. we ob- 
sierved some smoke on a hill to the left, which 
we hoped was a signal made by Bushmen for 
water, and it turned out to be so. Two of tiie 
Bushmen soon joined us. On visiting their kraal, 
three of the women danced in a savage manner. 
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Stamping With tffeir feet, beating with tta^iir arms, 
scolding with vehemence, and bursting into fits 
oflaughteir. 

At six P.M. we took leave of our friendly 
Bushmen, and travelled over a plain for nine 
hours, when at three o'clock in the morning we 
came to a row of small hills, and halted with 
the hope of finding water at daybreak. On un- 
yoking the waggons, the oxen and dogs made 
towards some reeds hard by; when the dogs re- 
turned I examined their legs, and was glad to find 
them wet, a sure sign that they had found waten 
Several of the people bathed in the morning, 
which was very gratifying, while the therm, 
stood at 94. 

At six P.M. we again went forward. The 
splendor of the heavens at sunset seemed to ex- 
ceed any thing of the kind I had remembered to 
have seen on, limd. Ovar guides having heard 
that the Griquas had chosen a new way to the 
ford over the Great Eiver, which turned to the 
right of the road, we looked out for it. At ten p. m. 
we observed the marks of some waggon-wheels 
which had turned off to the right. After halting 
and tracing them to a little distance, it was con* 
eluded that they did not lead to the ford, but to 
a salt lake. An hour afterwards we came to 
another path, turning off also to the right or N. B., 
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which we judged to be the right one, and fol- 
lowed it tillmidnight, when all traces of it wene 
lost, and though the ground was examined with 
the hands in every direction for a considerably^ 
time, the track could not be discovered; we w^ 
therefore obliged to halt, and in the morning per-^ 
ceived, most unexpectedly, that the situation af- 
forded both good grass and wholesome water. 
We understood afterwards, that, had we not 
halted where we did, we should not have 
found water for two days. It was impossible 
not to see the finger of God on this occasion, and 
to feel grateful for His kind interposition. 

So great was the effect of the heat, that our 
sugar was as hard as a brick ; the ink ^as dried 
up in the inkstand; the board I used in the 
waggon for a writing-table was split ; the water 
in all our vessels was as hot as tea is generally 
drank in Britain, and I could not touch without 
pain any part of the waggon that had been ex- 
posed to the sun. ' Therm, in shade at noon 96. 
Several Bushmen were with us all day. -- By 
means of our guide, who understood their lan- 
guage, we told them some things about God.and 
the Saviour. I observed them smiling while he 
was interpreting to them, on which the guide 
turnied about and significantly, said, /' Mynheer, 
they understand nothing about those things !" 
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At five p. M. a cloud of sand was seen in the di- 
rection of the Great Orange River, evidently 
moving towards us, which we concluded pro- 
ceeded from the waggons of Mr. Anderson, Mis- 
sionary at Griqua Town, of whose intention to 
go on a journey to the Cape we had heard, when 
near the limits of the colony ; we soon found 
this conjecture to be correct, Mrs. Anderson and 
the children were with him, and they were ac^ 
companied by a strong party of Griquas to es- 
cort them across the Bushman country. They 
halted about two miles from us. On joining 
them we found they were at worship in a tent. 
This tent was a present from the late Dr. Cowan, 
during his journey into the interior. The Doctor 
had brought two tents, but he found one was 
sufficient. 

' The next day, being the Sabbath, our two 
parties rested together, and united in worship. 
Therm, in shade 100. 

March 6th, being the first Monday of the 
month, we joined in spirit with the friends of 
Missions throughout the world, in praying for 
the universal spread of the Gospel. Therm, at 
noon 93. 

: At break of day on the 7th all were busy 
gettmg the oxen collected, yoked, &c. and at half 
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past five o'clock we were ready to continue our 
journey. After taking leave of Mr. Anderson 
and his family, we proceeded to the Great Orange 
River by a nearer way than we had before in- 
tended. In some parts we were surrounded by 
thousands of springboks, but so shy that we were 
not able to kill any. At eleven a. m, we halted 
again near the channel of the Brak River, where 
there was a pool of water almost as salt as the 
sea, but by digging at a little distance we ob- 
tained a small quantity that was less salt. Every 
where the footsteps of lions were visible, having 
been without doubt attracted to those parts -by 
the abundance of game. Therm, at noon 89. • 

We hastily departed at four p. m. being anxious 
to reach the Great River as soon as possible, 
that the oxen might be supplied with water. 
This we happily accomplished at eight in the 
evening, and beheld it vrith considerable interest. 
To me it afforded peculiar pleasure, for on the 
banks of no other river had I travelled so much. 
The sight was new to all our Hottentots, none of 
them having before seen so great a body of fresh 
water. 

A little after sunrise I repaired to the river, 
whose superiority in breadth and depth to all the 
other riviers known in South AMca, causes it to 
command respect and to expite pleasant sen- 
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satioQS in the mind of the beholder. The recol- 
lection likewise of the various tribes of men in- 
habiting its banks, who are constatitly refrefihed 
by its waters, the innumerable animals d^ly re- 
sorting to it to allay their thkst, tiie forests ex- 
ta^ing for many hundred miles along its sides, 
and the abundant pastures which it forms and 
enriches, render the contemplation of so useful 
and noble a production of the great Creator 
extremely interesting and delight&iL 

About twenty Corannas from a neighbouring 
kraal vt^ted us. Some of our people swam 
over the river on purpose to sound its depth, 
but in the middle, even by diving, Aey could not 
touch the bottom ; to cross it from that spot was 
therefore impracticable. Therm, at noon in the 
shade 92. 

Walking about a mile from the waggons, and 
following the track of human footsteps, I came to 
the Coranna kraal to which the Corannas then at 
the waggons belonged. There were only two 
men and three women, besides children remain- 
ing in it. A young wopian and all the children 
fled into the thicket the instant I was observed. 
An umbrella, which I carried for defence against 
the intense beat of the sun, was p^haps the 
chief cause of their terror. After prolonging my 
walk along the side of the river fc»r an hour. 
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I returned to the kraal^ the population of which 
had increased, and an old man was playing on an 
instrument in the form of a bow, the string, made 
of the entrails of an animal was fastened at one 
end of the bow ; on this rude and simple instru- 
ment he blew, and seemed to pronounce dum- 
wharry, dum-wharty, in a hoarse hollow tone. 
He continued his music while I remained. One 
of their number went awiaty in haste, and without 
any ceremony of taking leave, yet the Captain 
(who could speak a little Dutch, from his inter- 
course with the Griquas,) told me that he was 
gone upon a far journey, and had taken nothing 
with him but his skin cloak, assagais, bow and 
arrows. F presented each of them with a gilt 
button, which some of the females suspended 
from their necks, others from their ears, while 
others fastened it to one of the tufts of wool upon 
their foreheads ; so diversified were their tastes. 
Their huts were not more than three feet high; 
they were pleasantly shaded from the piercing 
rays of the sun by the thick foliage of the mimo- 
sas, under which they were pitched. The Cap- 
tain begged for a knife ; this I promised to give 
him if he would come to the waggons ; he after- 
wards did so, and received one. 

After dinner a party, from a more distant kiaal, 
came riding on oxen to see us. The Captain, who 
had sore eyes, requested something to ctirethem. 
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and we gave him some medicine in a ismall bottle 
for the purpose. Hearing that a son of John 
Bloom (an account of whom I gave in my former 
journal) was of the party, and having seen him 
when a boy, I recognised and pointed him out. 
He was now become a good looking young man, 
I made presents to them all, with which they 
were highly pleased. 

* This day a violent gust of wind from the S- E. 
suddenly rose, though perfectly calm before, and 
blew with such fury for three or four minutes as 
to oblige the natives to take refuge behind the 
bushes; so great was its power thiait it almost 
tore up our tent from its fastenings. In a few 
minutes the gust died away, and the wind veered 
round to the N. W. At six p. m., the evening be- 
coming cool, we moved up the river till ten, 
when we halted. 

We started a1 six o'clock the next morning, 
first travelling over a plain, and then over hills 
covered with stones which tried the strength of 
the waggons. At eleven a. m. we descended and 
halted near the river. At noon we saw immense 
clouds of sand, higher up and on the opposite 
side of the river. While the blast was yet ap- 
proaching we made every thing fast, and soon 
felt its power. It continued rushing along for 
half an hour, when it began to abate; loud peals 
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of thynder rolled itround and over our heads for 
several hours. Therm. 89. 

At six p. at. we proceeded over a rough road, 
frequeiitly encountering steep descents, rendered 
worse by large loose stones strewed upon the 
ground; the night bding cloudy, and conse- 
quently dark, rendered it more difficult for us to 
get forward ; it was therefore judged prudent to 
halt at nine p. m. From every part of the horizon 
proceeded vivid lightning, ten or twelve flashes 
every minute. 

In the morning we found we had halted within 
two hundred yards of the river, and near plenty 
of grass for, the oxen. A party of Coranna men 
paid u$ an €;arly visit. Mr. Moffot through an in* 
terpreter, stated to them various truths from Scrip- 
ture. Two or three of their chief men were over- 
heard by our guides, inquiring of our Bootshuana 
where we were going, who in his simplicity 
replied, "They love every one they meet^ 
but they love the Bootshuanas best, and they 
are travelling to their country." 

They brought us three bamboosses*, for whi<$h 



: ? Abuf^OBuadeep wooden vesselysomething in i^hape like 
a tea-canister, but cut out of a block of wood« 
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we gave them some tobacco. Mr. M, wished to 
purchase a bamboos from the Captain, who re- 
plied he would give it in exchange for a tinder- 
box. On receiving it, he said he was an old man 
ai)d a poor man, therefore he ought to have the 
tinder-box for nothing. Mr. M. replied that he 
wa^ a young man, and pjoor, therefore the bom- 
boos should be given to him for nothing. The 
Coranna Captain laughed, and good.humouredly 
gave it for the tinder-box. Mr; M. told him, 
as he had given it so freely, he should make him 
a present cf a knife, which he thankfully received. 
They all asked for fire-water> (or spirits,) which 
they must have become acquainted with through 
the Griquas. 

They were particularly fond of lobkmg. at 
drawings of animals. On seeing a representation 
of Mr. Breda's house, in which I had lived at 
Cape Town, they could not conceive what it was. 
One of them, who could speak a little Dutch, 
asked me what it meant ? They expressed much 
wonder op being informed that it was a house in 
which white people lived. One of them had a 
long, wide incision across his back, which was 
not healed. It was made to cure a paiin in his 
loins. Some had plasters of cow-dung covering 
ihe whole fi»refae»d as an ornament ; others had 
the fordiead' ps^iiited with red c>chre. What a 
capricious thing is taste ? 
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Therm, at noon 88. It thundered in every 
direction; there was at the same time a whirl- 
wind about a mile off, that carried into the air 
the greatest body of sand I had ever seen. It 
continued for about ten minutes raising the sand 
as high as the clouds. Another rose near it, but 
in two or three minutes they united, when the 
body of sand carried into the air increased. It 
was visible for a considerable distance, until lost 
in a black cloud. 

The greater part of the Corannas had a joint 
taken from their little finger, which is done with 
a sharp stone. This operation is performed 
merely for the purpose of bleeding, in order to 
remove some pain. The inconvenience through 
life, arising from such a dismemberment, perhaps 
never occurred to this ignorant people. 

We departed at three p. m., leaving the river, 
and after travelling over some low hills, we en- 
tered on a plain of great extent. Our Bootshuaha 
found a hole filled with the rain of the preceding 
day, a few yards from the road, of which he and 
several others drank copiously. My driver re- 
marked that the hole had been made by a zebra 
scraping with his forefeet before he lay down to 
sleep. The ground thus hollowed and hardened 
is rendered capable of retaining the rain, and 
in these holes water is frequently found m the 
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desert ; so that, while the zebra is consulting his. 
own comfort, he is providing for that of others. 
At ten o'clock at night we halted near Read's 
Ford, on the side of the Great Orange River. 

In the morning of the 11th, after examining the 
river, we were glad to find it low enough to allow 
us to cross, and that some Griquas had arrived to 
assist us in passing over ; but our oxen having 
gone to a distance in search of grass, we were 
obliged to delay crossing till they were found. 
Knowing the uncertainty of the waters remaining 
low, we regretted every minute of our stay, 
especially when the Griquas told us of a waggon 
which had lately been detained two months, by 
the rising of the river. However, the oxen were 
found, and we were ready to cross by nine a.m. 
My waggon entered the river first, and we were 
exactly eight minutes in reaching the opposite 
side, without a single, interruption. It must 
therefore be a full quarter of a mile broad in this 
place. ^ The oxen in each waggon were led by 
a Griqua, our own leaders being unacquainted 
with the ford. All had safely arrived on the 
Griqua side by ten o'clock. It being Saturday, 
we resolved to halt on the side of the river until 
Monday. 

I was awoke at sunrise, by the Griquas singing 
a hymn under the mimosa tree, after which one 

VOL. I. E 
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of them prayed with apparent devotion. For 
the sake of coolness, we held our worship earlier 
than on former Sabbaths, commencing at seven 
in the morning. Our number had doubled since 
the preceding evening, twelve of the Griquas 
were women. I observed one of our Hottentots 
and a Griqua under a waggon, reading a chapter 
of Scripture together,, they read the verses al- 
ternately. 

During the day we were visited by many 
Griquas and Corannas. They attended our 
worship in the tent, when one of the Griquas led 
the singing with great propriety, after which 
Mr. MoflBat gave an address. 

Several Griquas bathed two or three times; 
when I asked one, who was going into the water 
a third time, his reason for it, he said it was 
to cool himself, for he was too warm. Therm, 
under thick shade, at noon, 90. lii my waggon, 
at five o'clock in the evening, it stood at 98. 

Part of Mr. Anderson's people, who had seen 
him safe half way across the Bushman country, 
arrived at our waggons at two p. m. They re- 
turned by a new course, across a desert, where 
they met with no water, and in which they lost 
their way. After wandering in various directions, 
they at lejagth got sight of White Hill, which is 
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situated six or eight miles to the north of the 
ford. Two of their riding-oxen failed from 
fatigue, and they were obliged to leave them 
behind in the desert. 

After worship and supper, the Griquas retired 
to a fire under a tree, where they continued 
singing hymns till after midnight. 

Therm, at noon, in the shade, 92. During the 
heat of the day all were dispersed among the 
trees taking shelter under the thickest foliage they 
could find ; but in the evening the air became 
pleasantly cool, so that we could enjoy a fire. 
The Africans, firom an indolent habit, after having 
made a fire at night, are not inclined to take the 
trouble to put on fresh fuel though lying around 
them. On leaving the tent after supper, we 
found the fire, which had been very largie, almost 
gone out, and every thing looked gloomy. We 
heaped on it some Ig-rge pieces of decayed trees, 
and in two or three minutes it became a great 
fire, scattering its light far and near, and throwing 
its heat to the distance of thirty or forty yards. 
This soon caused a kind of resurrection among 
the surrounding slumberersj who, after scratching 
their heads, and rubbing their eyes a little, 
becapptp lively and talkative, and one of them 
remarked that he had assisted me in the passage 
across the Great River, six years before; 

e2 
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Walking alongside the river on the morning of 
the 13th, I found a kind of basket sticking among 
the decayed wood and weeds on the margin of the 
river. It was similar to those used by the fisher- 
men on the Thames for catching eels, and was 
made of twigs and bound with rush cord. I 
brought it to the waggons to inquire its use, and 
was informed that such baskets were made by the 
Bushmen, and used in fishing. 

Peecharoo, the Bootshuana, who had long 
travelled with us, increased in cheerfulness on 
reaching the north side of the river. Most of the 
Griquas being able to converse with him in his 
own tongue, no doubt added to his comfort, as 
well as indicated the vicinity of his own country. 

Before daylight, Berend, a Griqua Captain, 
with his brother, arid some other Griquas arrived, 
bringing with them three strong yoke of oxen 
to assist in drawing our waggons to Griqua 
Town. 

We left the river at six a.m. Berend drove 
my waggon, while one of his people led the oxen, 
so that my driver and leader were unemployed. 
We halted at eight to procure water, no more 
being to be had till we should approach Griqua 
Town. Therm, at noon 92. 
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We proceeded at one p.m. travelling for two 
hours through a beautiful mimosa wood, spread 
over a valley, and watered by a river in the rainy 
season. 

On our arrival at Griqua Town, at ten p, m., we 
had the satisfaction to find our dear missionary 
friends in good health. Descending from our 
waggons, we were welcomed and warmly greeted 
by upwards of a hundred of the people. I was 
soon recognized by my old friends, and was 
happy to see them again. The Griqua Captains, 
Cornelius Kok, sen. Adam Kok and Berend have 
removed, with their families, from Griqua Town, 
but I fouiid the two former there, expecting my 
coming. 
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March 14. 

About four p. m. we had nearly a total eclipse 
of the sun, so that the planet Venus was perfectly 
visible for upwards of an hour. The natives were 
much astonished at the sight, especially when 
we explained the cause of it. Therm, before the 
eclipse 82 : after it 78. A great deal of lightqing 
appeared in the west, and afterwards all round 
the horizon ; and from eight to eleven, the time 
when I went to sleep, there were about thirty 
flashes in a minute. A little after midnight I was 
awoke by a tremendous peal of thunder imme- 
diately above the waggons, which was succeeded 
by many similar peals and a heavy fall of rain. 

The next morning was cool, the ground damp, 
and most articles in the waggons felt moist. 
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The attendance at the school had been much 
increased, and become more punctual, in conse- 
quence of four boys being appointed to act as 
captains or monitors. When any are missing, 
one of the young captains, in whose district the 
truant resides, goes in search of him and brings 
him to the school. When I visited them in the 
morning, they were all engaged according to the 
British system, and their number exceeded one 
hundred. 

I walked with Mr. tielm to call upon some of 
the people in their own houses. Among others 
we visited a little cluster of huts about a quarter 
of a mile from the town. They have many dwell- 
ings, which are called round-houses, in the town ; 
one such is at this little village, it is built of stone 
about the height of five feet, and fifteen feet 
diameter, with a conical roof, a door, and one 
window. The same Griqua who inhabited the 
round-house was also building a square one of 
stone, about thirty feet by twelve, with a door 
and three windows. The walls were well built 
and nearly finished. When completed, he meant 
to use the round-house as a store. Three Griqua 
women, dressed in the European fashion, were 
sewing some cotton articles ; three or four others 
came from the huts dressed in the same manner ; 
to all of whom I made presents of needles, thread, 
thimbles^ &c. While conversing with them a 
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storm of thunder and rain commenced, which de- 
tained us about an hour. ' 

When the storm abated*, w^ visited the flour- 
mill, which is driven by a small stream of water. 
While thus occupied, a waggon from Lattakoo 
arrived with Jan Hendric, a Griqua teacher. He 
came with about thirty Matchappees, who were 
%oing to the market at Beaufort, to exchange 
ivory, &c. for articles which they wanted. Jan 
Hendric accompanied them as their conductor 
and adviser. 

As it was customary on Wednesday evening, 
before the prayer meeting, Mr. Helm examined 
the young people from a Dutch catechism—about 
one hundred were present— I never heard chil 
dren repeat more readily, not only the answers, 
but many of them the proofs from the Scriptures. 

Such a night of thunder as that which followed 
I do not recollect witnessing. There were fre- 
quently three claps at the same time, in different 
directions near us, which continued without in- 
termission till nine o'clock. Lately eight persons 
were killed by lightning at Hardcastle, thirty 
miles to the westward of Griqua Town. Therm, 
at noon 74. 

At the evening meeting, on Thursday, Mr. Helm 
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addressed the Bushmen, residing at Griqua town, 
through a Griqua interpreter, who seemed to per- 
form his part very well, the poor Bushmen sat on 
the front benches and listened with attention. 
We visited some of their families in their huts, 
and they appeared pleased at being noticed. 

On the evening of the 17th our pleasure was 
increased by a visit from Mr. Hamilton, of Lat- 
takoo, who had been at the Great Orange River 
cutting timber for a mill. Two days before he 
had left his waggon to follow him, and kindly 
came forward on foot to meet us. He had slept 
,the night previous to his arrival under a bush. 
At on^e time he heard a wolf behind him on the 
.road, but neither saw nor heard any lions. 
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JOURNEY FROM GRIQUA TOWN TO LATTAKOO. 

March 21. 
A LEFT Griqua Town for Lattakoo at three p. m., 
taking a road to the eastward of that by which I 
travelled on my former journey. These roads are 
separated by a chain of low hills, only as far as 
Steven Fountain, where they unite. We halted 
about eight p. m. at Coglebane Fountain. Three 
small pools of good water are formed by one spring. 
Six or seven acres of flat ground around the pools 
produce good grass, but all beyond, as far as I ex- 
amined, is covered with a pavement of rock, and 
between the flags grass and bushes had sprung 
up — the latter to the height of from two to 
eight feet. This is almost double the height to 
which the same bushes grow in most other parts of 
Africa. Several deep pits, dug by Bushmen for 
catching game, were near the pools, which ren- 
dered it hazardous to approach them in the dark. 
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22d. Therm. 86. Two or three of the people 
were sick. As no supply of water was to be ex* 
pected during the succeeding fifty miles, we filled 
all our empty vessels with that valuable article, and 
departed at three p. m ., resolving not to halt till 
weliad reached the next fountain. At other sea«- 
sons there is a pool half way, but at this time it 
was empty. At six v. m. we passed over a low 
hill and descended into a valley, about two miles 
in circumference, litied on all sideff by low hills 
and covered with long grass, from which there 
appeared no way of egress. We at last discor 
vered a narrow pass leading to a valley exactly 
similar to the former. We next entered a very 
extensive plain, the same range of hills continu- 
ing to extend to the left. Through this plain 
we travelled till half past five o'clock next 
morning, when the crowing of a cock intimated 
our having readied Berend's Kraal, and several 
Oriquas and Bushmen came from their huts to 
give us a hearty welcome. Berend, it appears, 
has cultivated a considerable portion of land in 
this place. 

At sunrise our waggons were visited by a 
party of Matchappees, from Lattakoo, on their 
way to Beaufort fair. They had slept under a 
clump of trees the preceding night ; all of them 
recollected having seen me at Lattakoo, during 
my former journey. Two chiefs, Chakka and 
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Maklanka, were in the company. They carried 
with them skins, assagais, knives, . shields, :&c. 
ta exchange for beads at the feir. The only, pro- 
visions they seemed to have for the journey were 
twoior three bags filled with thick sour milk, with 
the. water strained off, and which was nearly as 
hard as new cheese ; it tasted as sour and affected 
the throat in the same way as vinegar. 

Being furnished, by the favor of Berend, with 
fresh oxen to drag the waggons to Lattakoo, 
they were yoked at two p.m., but a severe 
thunder storm prevented our departure for an 
hour, after which we set off, but were soon obliged 
to halt, in consequence of a heavy fall of rain, 
attended by peals of thunder, and vivid light- 
:^ning. When the storm abated we proceeded 
through a valley, covered with tall grass, reach- 
ing to the bellies of the oxen, and bounded at 
the sides by hills, variegated with clumps of 
bushes. Game has become very scarce within 
these few years, owing to the increase of muskets 
among the Griquas; lions, tigers, wolves, and 
other beasts of prey, have therefore become 
proportionably scarce, for where there is no 
game, these animals cannot subsist. 

At nine p. m. we cleared the hills, and entered 
upon an extensive valley interspersed with tufts 
of bushes-— the heavens wore a gloomy aspect, 
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being covered with dark watery clouds^ through 
which the moon's light could hardly penetrate; 
but distant lightning amused us. At ten p. ul we 
reached a pool of muddy water. 

At sunrise we found the clouds were dispersed, 
and every thing indicated a fine day. Therm, at 
noon 78. 

A Bushman family, coming for water, re- 
mained at the waggons. It consisted of the 
husband and his wife, a younger brother, two 
daughters, eleven and twelve years of age, and a 
child of about eighteen months, whiohthe mother 
continued to suckle. The man had a bow, and a 
quiver full of poisoned arrows. They haid part 
of the entrails of a zebra filled with water, from 
which they frequently drank, and then filled 
five ostrich shells with water to carry home. 
We gave the man a piece of tobacco, for which 
he nodded and uttered some words in a low 
tone, expressive of thanks ; but on giving him 
the skin of a sheep killed in the morning, he 
added to his former expressions of gratitude, by 
knocking with his elbows agaiiist his sides. In- 
quiring how long it was since he had washed his 
skin, which was extremely dirty, after considering 
a little, he said he could not tell, but that it must 
be a long time. His wife laughed heartily on 
hearing the question. One of the daughters. 
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after griqdiiig the tobacco betweeti two stones 
into snuff mixed it with the white ashes of the 
fire ; the mother then took a large pinch, of the 
composition, putting the remainder into a piece of 
goat's skin among the hair, and folded it up for 
future use. She had a stroke of dartL blue, like 
tattooing, from the upper part of her brow to the 
nose, about half an inch broad, and two similar 
strokes on her temples. The man had several 
cuts on his arms, and smaller ones on his temples, 
and so had the children, which they said was 
done to cure sickness. The dark colour of these 
cuts was produced by putting into them ground 
charcoal^ when the wounds were green. Had 
any painter, who felt desirous of exhibitiiig a 
picture of human wretchedness, taken a drawing 
of this fanuly, it would have afforded a striking 
representation of it to Europeans. But the 
Bushmen seemed unconscious of their condition. 

The next fountain being upwards of fifty miles 
distant, we filled all our vessels with water before 
we set off. At three p. m. we continued our jour- 
ney, and after travelling, generally on a plai|ft;iill 
one in the morning, we crossed the Reyner Moun- 
tams by a pass, and at four o'clock arrived at 
Steven Fountain, fatigued by the length of the 
stage, which must have been about fifty-two 
inilea, ^ the strong fresh oxen, of Berend's, 
pioeeeded at the rate of quite four mil6s an hour. 
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Several Matchappees from Lattakoo, who weire 
attending a cattle-post, visited us at s\iiiris$. 
The Missionary Society's cattle^ belonging to 
Lattakoo station, were seen grazing at a little 
distance from the waggons, watched by natives. 
In consequence of great rains the preceding 
year, Steven Fountain was remarkably strong, 
the water flowing copiously from ten or twelve 
springs. After breakfast, we visited the source 
of the Krooman River, which bursts forth from 
under a low hill, as described in my former 
Journal. We entered it by a different openinqg,. 
which being low, rendered it necessary for us to 
creep ; but as we advanced, the height within 
was from eight to fourteen feet, with an arched 
roof. The passage was thirty feet long in one 
direction. It then turned to the right, and was 
high enough to admit us for about thirty feet 
more. It terminated in several low passages, 
from which copious streams of water ccmstantly 
flow. Mrs. Mofiat had the hardihood to ac-^ 
company us into this subterraneous passage. 

Therm. 82. 

'%' ■. 

A brother of Mahootoo, the Queen of Lattakoo, 
with several others, visited the waggons. They 
had been on a hunting expedition, and descried 
the waggons from a distance. We were fevored 
with some milk from the Matchappees, who at- 
tended the outpost. The servants, but especially 
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the sons df the owners of cattle, are perinitted to 
give a portion of milk to strangers, but not to 
make u,se of any themselves ; all the rest must be 
brought home. 

Leaving Steven Fountain at two p. m. we com- 
menced our last stage to Lattakoo, which is 
about fifteen miles. Our oxen being in good 
condition, ^and -the road good, we travelled at the 
rate of nearly five miles an nour. The two 
Matchappees, though they had been hunting 
from an early hour in the morning, were able 
with ease to keep up with our waggons. At 
length we entered. among. extensive corn-fields 
on both sides the road ; our Hottentots were 
amazed at the extent of land under cultivation, 
having never seen so much before in one place. 

At five p. M.- we reached the town, and found 
our friends at the station in good health ; they 
had been apprised of our approach, by two 
Bushmen, who had seen us in the morning. 
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FIRST RESIDENCE AT LATTAKOO. 

About an hour after we had arrived at Lat- 
takoo. King Mateebe^ and Kossee the king of 
Mashow, with Salakootoo the king's uncle, three 
pf the king's brothers, Mateebe's two wives, arid 
the wives of the others, paid us a visit at Mr. 
Hamilton's house. 

. We found a commodious place of worship had 
been erected, * capable of containing about four 
hundred persons ; and also a long row of Mis- 
sionary houses, furnished with excellent gardens 
behind. In front of the houses, a neat fence 
composed of reeds has been constructed, which 
improves the general appearance. We named 
the whole buildings attached to the Mission Bur» 
der's Row, after the Rev. George Burder, Secretary 
to the Missionary Society. At seven p.m. we 
attended their evening worship, when many of 
the natives were 7)resent. 
VOL. I. r 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



^ FIRST RESIDENCE [18^0. 

26th. The morning was employed in selecting 
presents for the principal people^ and in making 
up a small parcel for each, with their names in 
them. Sent first for Mateebe, in whose parcel 
was a saw, with which he seemed particularly 
pleased, a tinder-box, and a kaleidescope which 
did not attract his attention so much as might be 
expected, also a set of gilded coat-buttons, a red 
worsted night-cap, and beads, without which all 
would have beea considered as tri§e$^ Various 
other articles were likewise added. To Mahootoo, 
1^ queen, we appropriated a silYer-]aoe c^, 
covered with spanglte,. scane buttooa^ a snuff* 
box, needles, thimbles^ Sec. Pteseoto Wiere alto 
^ven to Malalla andi Mahoora^ tlie ki:ng's.bsDthar& 
Makklak, his brotber-ia-lafw, BrumeUa, a powot-^ 
ful chief, and his wife Shoy, fi»merly mus. of 
Makabbas wives, king of the Wanketzens. 
Bhoy's &ther having bad si dispute witb Makabba, 
fled, and Shoy embraced the first oppot tuaity to 
flee from her huaband and tx» fpUow ^ fimrtuimi 
e£ hec &&eM. On her arrival at LattakoQ^ Boru* 
m^a received her aa his wife,. Though be Im 
tfairee oilier wivea besides Shoyv he has. only fiwt 
children. Most of th3 riiik nu^ Imv^ two ^ 
tharee wives, and soraetinies more> JHB¥6rt(hele6S 
their fitmiUes are not mare nuMeroaa linui etdtt 
aary&adhesiaBkirope. 

This plurality of wives BmengJ^nd^ i! «riia i> 
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iijiifficult for youKg men to obtain wives. Hence: 
many females are betrothed while they are infants^ 
that they may be secured as wives when they 
fooeotne of age. 

I made also a present to Kossee, the king 
of Maahow, a nation living at a considerable 
distance to the N. E. of Lattakoo« He is young 
aaid fldiort of stature^ but posiessM a mild. And 
interesting eoimtenanee. 

Old and New Lattakoo are abo^t fifty miles^ 
dktant from each other^ and contain nearly th^ 
aame number of inhalHtants, p^haps four thou* . 
stand eacb. The bouses and cattle kraak are of th^, 
9»ift0 £orm, and their arrangement similar* 

In th# afternoon I visited Muitamaets, another 
uncle of Mateeb^, who acted a friendly part to 
me ou my imaev visit. Ha was sic^k and lying 
upon the hairy side of a skin ?aross, within the 
ywp^ £it tbe fr<>ut ^ \im Iwvm* H9 fir^ s^r^tcbi^d 
ouV hla hft«d to ute, and then sat up ; be said^ 
tihmi^ be was betitor than he had b6«n« yet 
iwwfe»r still mk' 

. Ottopenidf the paimd ^Oil^muig »y pjreaenta 
W immediately put on tha md night-cap^ and 
took friwoi the snuirbov a largo pinch of suuC 
After examining every article mmutdy ^d n}^ 
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lently, he remarked that he was very glad to. 
see me again. 

Sehoiya, the little lively girl, whom I have 
noticed in my former journal, called at Mr. 
Hamilton's. She appeared about fifteen years 
of age, uncommonly sedate, and i^naall in stature. 

After sunset, Mateebe, his three sons and a 
nephew paid me a private visit, no doubt in 
expectation of receiving the customary present 
of tobacco, that, in the dark, he might convey 
it home unnoticed, knowing that otherwise much 
would be begged firom him on the way. One 
of his sons brought a large wooden vessel fall 
of a mixture of flour and milk, resembling thick 
gruel, which they substitute for bread. Mrs. 
Hamilton carried it to her Matchappee servants. 
The eldest son is a good-looking young man of 
sixteen years of age, having a mild yet manly 
countenance. When I asked if he would accom- 
pany me to the far land, from whence I had. 
come, he smiled and laconically answered No. 
On. putting the same question to the king's 
nephew, a lad about thirteen, he pointed with' hk 
fiqger to the ground, and said he liked better to 
remain here. Mateebe seemed highly diverted 
and pleased to observe them ^preferring home 
to an unknown land. After sitting about an hour, 
they took leave 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



Makch.] At LATTAkOO. ^ 

A bell, which I brought from the Society, w^s 
erected during the day, the ringing of which did 
not excite that degree of curiosity whidh we 
expected. Not more than forty or fifty people 
came to see it. However it will be found ex- 
tremely convenient, as the horn formerly used to 
collect tiie people for worship, could not be beard 
at a distance, and many urged that circumstance 
as an apology for non-attendance. 

I delivered an address at the morning worship, 
from Matt xxiv. 14. Mat^ebe sat on the right 
side of the desk, and Kossee^ the king of Mashow,* 
sat on his right hand, and Munameets, Mateebe's 
uncle, on his left, in front of the desk. Several 
of the other chiefs were also present. 

The king of Mashow being on the eve of de- 
parting to his own country, we expressed a wish 
to have a little conversation with him, in the 
presetice of Mateebe, and invited them to accom- 
pany us to Mr. Hamilton's house. Without 
Mateebe's presence, we could not with propriety 
negotiate with another king. They willingly 
consented, aiid came with us. 

I asked their opinion in regard to sending Mis- 
sionaries to Mashow, and the countries beyond 

* The ow is sounded the^ame as in Jiow, and the ou in thou. 
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it, and my paying them a visit. ^ The kihg of 
Ma^ow looked signifitsuitly to Mateebe^ wishiog 
hitn first to deliver his opinion, vrho immediately 
Baid> 

** i will never hinder the progt«s« of the Worf 
ciFGod^ I have no objection to your going to 
Mashow, and the other people in that direction,?'^ 
but when you come to Mashow, Makkabba, the 
king of Maleeta,t who lives not far from Mashow, 
hearing you are there, will send for you. He is 
a bad man, I should not like you to go there, 
1 know that he would murder you. I told the 
same to Dr. Cowan, but he would not believe 
me, and hte has never returned." 

Kossee assented to Mateebe's remarks, and 
added. Should we come to any of those nations, 
we must do nothing with the people alone, but 
every thing through the kings ; we must always 
cdnsult them, and they would advise what wis 



^ As all Eui^opean articles asceni to the interior through 
Lattakoo, from which Mateeb^ and his fieopfe derive a profit, 
we were rather surprised that he so readily consented to my 
visiting the natives beyond, with the view of Missionaries being 
afterwards sent to them, which might injure his trade with those 
nations. 

t Maleeta is the name of the city, Wanketzens that xrf the 
people*. . . - , ; 
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heist to be done. He rentstrked tihiat water on 
the ymf vm^ ralAier ficarce. 

In Urn aft^noon, Mali^be ^OiEMl trithcHit, <d^ 
isifing t^ isee mt. Ofi going to him, he points 
toabeMitifol dark brown <», hdld by «ome df 
^e people^ ^^ying that est was a present from 
hiosL to me. When I desired iheai to give my 
Ikftnks to MaKBebe for his present, tiiey told Mm 
tfeat my heati wm 4weet, i. e. cheered. 

I took the ^pportanity to ^itplain to Mat^b^ 
some things respecting the heavenly bodies, such 
as the cause of the late eclipse of the sun, and 
what occasioned a lunar eclipse. He evidently 
hesitated to believe that the world ever came 
betweeia the sun and moon. On telling him that 
white men came from the north, from countries 
beyond the black men, he shook his head, 
and pointed to the south, as if he had said, 
that he knew better, and was certain they came 
from the very opposite direction. This opinion 
was not surprising, as all white men who had 
visited him, had came from the Cape, which is 
south from Lattakoo, and many of his people 
had travelled fax to the north, and had always 
found black men inhabiting those countries they 
had visited. While we were conversing, one of his 
sons brought me a calabash full of thick churned 
milk^ as a present from Mahootoo, the queen. 
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During the night of the 28th, there was much 
thunder and some refreshing showers ; for want 
of rain their crop of CafFre com had nearly &iled. 
During the drought they applied to the rain- 
maker, or person who pretends, to possess power 
to bring rain, by usi^g various incantations, but 
without success. The king informed the Mia- 
sionaries of this, and requested they, would pray 
for it. Four weeks before our arrival they had 
appointed a weekly prayer-meeting, and it ha^ 
providentially happened that there has been rain 
every week since the meeting commenced. Therm. 
78. 
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CONVERSATION WITH MATEEBE AND HIS CAPTAINS 
AT LATTAKOO. 



X HAD a formal meeting with Mateebe and his 
chief captains, in front of his house, within th6 
yard. The king sat on the ground, I sat upon 
his right hand upon a large wooden dish inverted, 
Mahootoo, his queen, sat on the ground, at my 
right, Mateebe's eldest son, Peekloo, sat on hii^ 
right hand. The king's uncle, brothers, &c. sat 
near us. 

I began the conversation by observing, that t 
had fiilfilled my promise to the king, when for-» 
merly at Lattakoo, viz. to get instructors to come 
to his country ; and that the king had fulfilled 
his promise in giving them a kind reception, and 
affording them protection. He said he had 
attended to them. On my expressing sorrow' fet 
finding so few children frequented the school^ h» 
said '' they had to attend the cattle." 
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The Missionaries say they could get plenty of 
young people to attend^ were they either to 
feed them, or daily to make them presents of 
beads. The children coming to school, and the 
old people to worship, is considered by the natives 
as a favour done to the Missionaries. So gene- 
rally is this the case, that when the Missionaries 
observe a captain attending regularly for a short 
time, who has not been accustomed to attend 
before, they expect an application from him soon, 
for the use of their waggon, or their plough, or 
something else. When they have the use of the 
waggon, they must also have the loan of oxeii 
tq drag it ; for, thoix^ they have plenty of ojieh^ 
they are too tender of them to allow iny to b? 
tiawed for the 7<^. In the pres^itt state c^ 
things, it. is generally prudeat to comply with 
their request ^ 

I next expressed to Mateebe the satis&ction 
I felt in hearing that he and his people had re- 
Hnquished the syst^oi of goii^ on commandoes^ 
SLgi^nst their neighbours, to (C^ture their cattle. ' 

Ha said^ that as he had taken our advice; 

m &ot gorag on oommaaftdoefi^ he hoped I woidd 

pfl^ l^g ajd^ke by not |»oiftg to people whom he 

'4|d,B0t likBp ^m^ aa Makkabba» king of the 
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WaQket3fieii» U those of his people .who. might 
go with me^ dkoyid say theie was daog^ tk» 
vtty or timt way* I ought to take their couttsel^ 
and now, 9fi he had given up oommandoes^ (tp 
which actioa he attached much merit,) aud 
thereby could not obtain cattle as fonoerlyy h^ 
ought to be furnished with muskets a^d powder 
to J^iUgame* 

I h\md he did not mesn that the Misfiionarieii 
should furnish th^n,, but that he should be per^ 
initted by the government of the colony to pur^- 
ofaase them with cattle. I told him I could not 
say what, the people there might do> and that the 
Missionaries had no power over them. This 
being a delicate subject, I wished to get rid of it 
iba fc^st as possible, and was relieved by his 
leeling a desire to smoke, and ordering a light. 
Hi$ son immediately brought two sticks, in one 
of whiqh were about hsdf a do:&en f oufid hotefi» 
pierced ab<ftut half through it, seemingly bofed 
with a hot iron instrument This stkk >^^ Imi^ 
on the ground in a position to remain steady. 
Ailer this was adJ4irateAi Pedcloo ^placed the ^d 
of ^ofchw stick into <me^of the holes^ mA twM^d 
it.rpxmd ^et^^en .thepalms^of ^sJuAds-as fast ^f 

^ ' * '1 had at tkat titofe Mked tmne, bttt probrfbJy he had reBohtA 
to mend s^me as «pie6 vifok ttiy prdceedkigs, 4faat by <hel6 hk 
U^inm6)ri[i^^faU4h>tpwn9^ . . I 
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possibfe, maintaining a pressure downwards. 
Mateebe next twirled the stick, then his daughter, 
each continuing to take their turn till part of the 
stick began to smoke; after which fire appeared, 
when the king Jighted his pipe, and smoked with 
as much unconcern, as though the procuring of 
-the fire hfed been attended with no trodble. I 
petitioned to have the two sticks, to carry as a 
curiosity to England; but the king stated, that 
having been sick, every thing about his house 
was under the power of the doctor, but when that 
was removed, I should receive them. The sticks 
by which the fire was produced were fi:*om the 
milk tree, the other from a bush called the Ma^ 
hacha. 

It being almost dark, I proposed putting off 
the conversation till next day at ten a.m. The 
interpreter, in mentioning ten o'clock, pointed to 
that part of the heavens where the sun would . 
then be ; Mateebe signified his assent by nodding; 
bn which we took leave. 

The two kimgs attended th6 evening worship 
in the meeting-hoiise, at the conclusion of which 
Ihey both came and shook hands with us. This 
is their usual custom on such occasions. On 
my former visit to Lattakoo, after the first inter- 
view with Mateebe, he held out the back of his 
hand, that I might touch it as a sign of mutual 
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friendship ; he.was.at that time an entire strangeri 
to the shaking of hands. 

On the 29th, about ten o'clock^ we -walked to 
the king's house ; when his chief Captains had. 
arrived and taken their seats, I began by asking 
the king, if he considered it a jfevor .done to. him 
and his people, that Missionaries had been; sent 
from so remote a country as England, to instruct, 
him and them in the knowledge of [tho^e thing3i 
of which they were before ignorant?, He. said,. 
" it is good they came — those of .our.people who, 
would not leave Old Lattakoo, to accompany 
us to the Krooman, said to us, ^ the Missionaries 
will make you their servants/" Then, as a proof 
that he and his people had paid some.attention to. 
the teachings of the Missionaries, he added, 
"We disapprove of bad things, of comman- 
does." 

" Does Mateebe think any of his people are 
happier or better, by .the things which the Mis- 
sionaries have told them ?" 

" All are pleased with the Word, but we can- 
not comprdiend it, we are glad we have the 
means of knowing.it ; we can.now sleep well." 

" Can Mateebe tell what causes them to sleep 
so well ? Is it, ^because they now know something 
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ci the true God, or because white man with gims 
now live among thejn ?'* 

/^ A peace from God, and by the word coioing 
aoHong us*" 

** When Jesus Christ was in the world, some 
Wfco^ did not undevstand the meaning of what he 
said, came and requested him to explain it to 
tixeift. 3%e inhabitants of Lattakoo should do 
the same to die Missionaries,, wheai they hear 
any thiDg they do not understand." 

^^ That ought to be so ;. bat the Griquas once 
did not usidarstand— ^nfiiw they are changed. I 
hope it will be aa with imJ* 

' ^ Does: Mateebe now understand how a book 
can speak, better than he did when I endeavoured 
to explain it on my former visit ?'' 

^'I dk) ttQ* yet undenstand how the Bible 
speaks, nor how a letter tells about things which 
happen far off." 

^« Wheteiore dors the long cook to the M ith 
sionaitiev to ask for aawsv when fa^ hears tiiey 
have received a letter ?" 

:'*7km WauAmmtf beka «t Ihe lettev wA 
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knows iaew5> but when I look i^ it I see nothing; 
because the MifiSfioaary kjMfurs thinge fagr ihA 
letter^ I ask him what theyare.^' 

*' Does Mateebe know how news comes in thd 

letter?" 

*' 1 do not know^ but tfaa people teho can wiate 
know it-' 

^^ I espeeted that Matoebe^ befiDv e nowr^ womM 
have been able himttlf towritoa tetter to tiiidiftv 
land?" 

*' Ul wish toj writer I may conss te tktt Mis- 
sdonaiy, and he wili write for me. . I faai cidled 
on the MiisioMury when ha was writingv bnt: he 
nervec put the pen inta nty hand*" He expressed 
tiii&wi<&a.lsnigk 

*' Have* not all been publichly invited to e^nle 
and leam to wTite ?" 

^' Yes^ the ask is thaw! but^ th»f hav6 net 
a^bed." 

-' Hem I Wa» toU that tiism wisis no Bootiftuftna 
word for soul or spirit^ but heart or breathy wtU^ 
that it was still uncertain whether the people 
iisidor^lttodbdiattiH^liadBOnUL Tht^xiiterpreter, 
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who is a Matchappee, tox>k occasion to say that 
he. was like Mateebe, for he neither understood 
book nor letter— -that he saw nothing in the book 
but colour ; that when he looked at a book, his 
head was dark, and his heart, dead. 

The king then observed, that he saw the word 
was. peaceable, and the children know it, for 
when waggons qame, the children fled, now 
they run to meet them. While Mateebe was 
speaking, Mahootoo frequently repeated some 
of: his wocds ; when she did so, I noticed that 
the King always repeated them after her. 

Munameets, after holding out his hand for 
snuff, be^fanto speak :^' This is ndt,'Vsaid he; 
'* our original country, but a place called No- 
kamma, which lies three days' journey to the N. W. 
of Griqua Town. Hottentot commandoes drove 
us to the Krooman. Here," he added, the "Word 
of. God came, . and found them» and brought 
peace, but he was sorry he could, not understand 
it, he wished God would give them a heart ; the 
word going only into our ears/' said he, '^ does 
not help us, but God must make the heart right.'* 

^* Why does Munameets believe \there is a 
God?'^ 

". My hes^ is full of wickedness, and solong as 
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it is so I cannot understand the word of God — I 
am often grieved because I cannot get a better 
heart." 

'* I understand Uiat.you pray to God, do you 
believe that he is every where present to hear 
you? 

" Yes, I believe God is every where, and hears 
prayer, because He made all things, therefore I 
hope God will answer my prayer." 

' To see how far he understood the meaning of 
soul, I asked why a dead man could not walk, asj 
well as a living man ? 

**. When a man is dead, he rots, and cannot 
walk." 

'* Do you understand what life is ? You will 
sometimes say, when a man is not quite dead,^ 
there is life in him — now, what is life ?" 

" So long as God allows life to be in the man, 
he walks; but, when he takes it out^ he cannot 
walk, he is like an ox when slain." 

These conv^ersations were taken down verbatim, 
at the time. Lest they should become tired, the 
meeting was adjourned to a future opportunity. 

VOL. I. G 
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VARIOUS OC(?URRENCES DURING QUR RESiPENCfc 
AT LATTAKOO, 

On stepping into an inclosure opposite the 
lying's house, yre found §ome youiig men rubbipg 
upon the skin of an ox ^ white substanqe, wUich 
we understood was the brain? of an aiiimal beaten 
up with milk, to render the hide soft and pliable. 

Walking to an eminence, we had ja goo^ view 
of Mateebe's district of the town, and of five 
other districts. Lattakoo stands thus scattered 
fqr the sake of having gi'ound for raising eorn near 
them, thorn-bushes for building their fences, and 
wood for their fires. From the distant districts 
men came daily to visit the king. 

Therm, at noon 74. Plentiful showers in th6 
evening with thunder and vivid lightning. 

M\\ch fain had fallen during the night,, which 
made our firiends reqiark, at breakfast^ that the' 
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Matchappees would call us ram-makers, as so 
much had fallen since our arrival. 

Cqraanas fron^ Malapeotzoe called to recei?^ 
ptegeati^ ; but, as I intended to vii»t th^if plucf ^ 
( 498ired them to hav« patience till I got 
Iheie* Their ^hi^f then r^iniiujkd m? of hi4 
laying made m^ a present of a goat p« my form^ 
visit, which led me to inquire if he had fiHw4 9 
sheep with its lamb, iJiat I had Ipst whilo thoro, 
He answered that he had not. N^n^ of them h«i4 
ever been as far as either the Tamaha or Mashow 
00iwtrii», thoixgh Mali^peetzee be on the w^y to 

M^teebe paid \m a formal visit, at the head of 
% party^ consii^ti^g of his uwIq, b^^^^St ftc^ ; 
^^t hf^ had nothing to say, only to shake hands^ 
which all the party did after him. Qn their ro* 
tiring, Mappooreer, a brother of Mateebe's^ whom 
) ]f%d^ not. yet sieen, in consequence of hit^ having 
liOfn 9^ an ontpost, called. Aftear salutusg hiqig 
I proi»i9i^ to l9^ owt some proMnts fior hm 
in th«r aftornooa, when I should be glad to if9 
him. On hearing this, he smiled and hastily do* 
parted. 

Jk ?hort tini^ «ltor my arn?val in the tpirn^ M«^ 
t($ebt m9^ ^igns that be wanted $Qme sonf*. Qi^ 
showing him how I todc sunff from my d^cpbQXv 
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I put it into his hand, but instead of adopting my 
method, he thrust in his fingers, and pulled out 
nearly the whole contents of the box. On his 
fefterwards making signs for snuff, I informed him 
that I had only brought with me a small quantity 
of that kind of snuff, wherefore I should for the 
future giv6 it him by measure, I then gave him 
hiore than a sufficient quantity for one occasion ; 
but ever since I adopted this plan he laughs more 
heartily on receiving it than I have seen him at 
any other occurrence. 
> . . - • • 

' The natives having heard from the Missionaries^ 
that before the coming of the Son of God to judge 
the world, the sun and moon would be darkened, 
when the latie eclipse of the sun happened, in- 
quired if it was the Son of God coming; and 
to-night, when the moon was eclipsed, they asked 
if the moon was dying. ' 

Much rain having fallen during the day as well 
as during the preceding night, the prayer-meeting 
for rain, which had been held for five weeks, was 
fehanged into a thanksgiving-meeting for the latcj 
plentiful supply. 

After supper we heard the sound of music near 
the king's house. We walked over to the place 
from whence the sound came, and found a large 
|«irty dancing, and in this way expiressing their 



Digitized by 



Google 



March.] OUR RESIDENCE AT LATTAKOO. 95 

joy on account of the late fertilizing and refresh- 
ing rains. About fifteen men were dancing 
in a circle, each holding and blowing a reed 4 
They leaped like a frog, round and round the 
circle, keeping time. The king directed the 
dance, leaping and playing upon a reed, exactly 
like the others, from whom he could only bfe disr 
tinguished by a long rod which he carried, reaching 
considerably higher than his head. Peekloo, his 
eldest son, was the only young person engaged in 
the dance. Many women rushed forward from 
the crowd of spectators, and leaped fantastically 
around the dancers, singing and clapping their 
bands. Being observed to take out my snufF: 
box, I was instantly surrounded by women and 
girls, sturdily calling out for snuff, and as many 
as could thrusting their fingers into the box. 
The king noticing their rudeness, ordered his son 
from the dance to beat them off, which he could 
not accomplish without rough treatment, nor till 
the box had been emptied of its contents. 

The Missionaries, with the few Hottentots at- 
tached to the mission, have dug a canal fi*om a 
distance of three miles above the town, by means 
of which the whole water of the Krooman is led 
into their extensive fields and gardens. I went to 
view this u&efiil work after breakfast, and fouiid 
extensive fields of Caffire com, belonging to the 
natives on both sides of the canal. Similar ciilti- 
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Yation extends two miles higlier up the mer in 
the same direction. Though die Krooman be 
en^ptied by tlie caxml, it soon becomes lai^ger 
th^n befbre, in consequence of twelve or four- 
teen fountoins issuing from the ground, about a 
quartet of a mile lower down than tlie d«tm, and 
which dii^harge nearly an equal quantity of water 
tit all seasons of the year. 

On the sloping side of a low hill> hear the 
dam, there is an excavation which resembleiS a 
iitone quartry ; thi« excavation is in the fonn of 
aft inverted cone, aboot forty feet deep, and 
seemfe chi^y dttg out of the wM rock, lilted 
With«il4Ul^ red earth. Bushes were growing at 
the bottom. 

During im expedition, which lately took ^^e, 
to free th<e '^o^ntry from jackate, VAd wtk«l« 
hotae but Mattehftp^)«es wew present, thfey Svel* 
accustortied to do^se the day with the exerei»ei; 
of devotion, in which they prayed for the Mis- 
aiottJLfiei^ and f^r the safety of the town. 

Wli^ile walking with Mr. Mitftffat, in Mr. Ha^ 

l&Aton^ga!iitea> helt^Ded two s^4>hgMaJteliap]^^ 
M lo^tet in gMherii^ Minfe kidney43ieisfi3iB. in lei^ 
lth«n ten m^^tes they desisted atfiA t^mb t^ ^, 
^mn{flaxffi[ti!g tlMl tbt&at ^Mms yt^rt i^ott kp^totu 
wqfth tkieiwbour. 
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A young Matchappee female came up to us, 
while viewing the field, and held out her hand in 
jGt begging posture, wishing either for snuff, to- 
bacco, beads, or buttons. To try her, both of u$ 
held out our hands to her, in the same manner a$ 
if begging. Putting her hands upon her face, as 
if ashamed, she laughed heartily, Jtud ran off. 

April L About two o'clock in the morning, i 
Matchappee arrived in great haste from the out- 
post at the source of the Krooman, saying that 
the Bushmen had carried off the Society's cattle, 
both oxen and cows. Immediately all was bustle 
tnd confusion, the men arming themselves, and 
hastening out of the town in little parties, which 
continued for more than an hour, till nearly 
every man had gone in pursuit of the Bushmen. 
Some parties that passed before my window 
were marching in regular order with their spears 
suspended, and shields bringing over their bicks. 
They would probably reach the place, \(rhich 
h six:teen miles, in three hours, after which 
they would follow the footmarks of the captured 
cattle. 

The hatred which many bf them feel against 
Bushmen is 60 great that they are glad of such 
an occurrence, because it affords them an oppor* 
tunity of taking revenge bn that mii^erable portion 
«f the human species. 
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When the young man who brought the intelli- 
gence of the capture of the cattle reached the 
town, he made a certain cry, or howl, which was 
instantly repeated from one part of the town 
to another, till it had gone over the whole place. 
The King with his Captains in a short time were 
assembled in front of the Mission-houses, when 
he committed the chief command of the expedi- 
tion to his brother Malalla, on which they set off, 
and others followed as they came up. The Hot- 
tentots attached to the Mission went along with 
them. 

About thirty years ago, the Matchappees were 
nearly ruined by the Corannas carrying off the 
greatest part of their cattle. Old Cornelius Kok, 
the Griqua Captain, who is still alive, happened 
to be hunting with some of his people, and 
found them in this forlorn condition. He re-, 
mained with them for two years, protected, and 
also assisted them with food by shooting game 
till they had recovered many of their cattle from 
the Corannas. On this account they call him 
their father to this day. 

Not long ago, when Kok and a party of Gri- 
quas were on an unsuccessful hunt, they came 
upon a cattle-post belonging to Salakootoo, uncle 
to Mateebe, who is considered a bad man by 
most of his countrymen. Being in great want. 
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they seized all the milk at the outpost, and used 
it. to refresh themselves. On arriving at Lattakoo 
they infonned Salakootoo what they had done> 
who replied that his cattle were all Kok's, and 
that whenever he came to any of the outposts 
afterwards, he might freely make use of whatever 
he found, which is a convincing proof that they 
are not unsusceptible of favors done to them. « 

At half past eleven a. m. four messengeris from 
the Krooman Fountain arrived, to inform Mateebe 
qf the nUnaber of cattle carried off by the Bush- 
men. . They were altogether fourteen, viz. eight 
from Sedrus, the interpreter, three fi:om Andrus 
Stoffles, a Hottentot, two from the Society, a]ad 
one from Kaiight, a Griqua, all cows, and belong- 
ing ta those connected with the Mission. 

Walking to a little distance from the town, I 
wits beset by two or threie parties beggii^ for 
$auif. Having given each of them a little, they 
informed others of their success. . Some of whona 
solicited to have my seal, and others the keys 
attached to my watch-chain, that they might sus- 
pend, them, to their ears. To convince them I 
could not spare them, I took out the watch to 
explain their use, by pushing thie pin that pressed 
on.the spring, the watch instantly opened as if 
of its own accord, which spread so great an alarm: 
that the whole party fled to the distance of , thirty 
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yard&. Observing that I smildd at their fears 
they gradually returned, az^ cautiously viewed 
the work within, the motion of the wheels excited 
their astonishment. 

t observed round the neck of a young woman a 
sting of gilt buttons, marked Louis XVlII ; and 
on the neck of another a silver cravat-buckle, 
which probably once belonged to Cowan, or 
Donovan, or some of their party. 

Their infants <^ry or weep ejtactly as they do in 
Engfond i but those who are dbdve three or fouf 
years of age, bawl out yo — y"o— y"o — yo—yfOi 
y-o..-yV-yV--y-o— y^d. 

In the afternoon we visited a district of the 
town, about three miles to the westward of Ma- 
teebes, called by the Missionaries Hackney, and 
containing about five hundred Bootshuanas, who 
lately, with their Captain or chief Malawoo, 
jinned Mateebe. 

We visited three of the public enclosures where 
the men generally spend the day together at 
woik, or in coaversatioii. Each enclosure haa 
what may be called a summer-house, which is 
generally in the eastern coma. To this they 
retire when the sun's heat becomes opprosiiive. 
It i« composed of i^trong branches of tree«^ so 
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b&it a<i to form t roof, which reels upon a pi&ar 
piaoed in the middle of the house. The whole is 
neatly covered with thorn-branches twisted to-* 
gether. The inhabitants of the second we vi^ 
iited presented us with a large calabai^, full of 
thickened churned milk, which we felt rery cool- 
ings On entering the third, we were introduced to 
the Captain of the district, who was suited on a 
quacha's skin, which is striped like that of the 
tebnu His beard was blax^> and about an inch 
long on bis upper lip and on the lower part of 
his chin. The ^kin of a long serpent vrm wrapped 
round his head, and the head of the animal hung 
over his brow. I emptied into his hand the con- 
tents of a small snuiF-box, which I gfea^rally 
^carried oa purpose for distribution. He imme- 
diately sent part of it to his wivesi and divided 
the rest ^ith a knife among his principal men, 
Wh«[t ^hered to his hkM wai^ dmwn up ^&j 
cte^ by an Aged liian. Mr. Mofet then ptt^ 
sented him with an English day pipe and a pi^e© 
of tobacco which pleased him much. He soon 
brought us a calab^ush full of thick milk ; but the 
hole in the side, being only ftbout four inches long 
by two-and-a-half, I felt it impossible to reach It. 
On observing this, the chief sent for w<)Odeli 
spoons and presented each of us with one. When 
we were satisfied, the calabash went roand among 
th« people till it was emptied. 
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Several people were employed in cutting hides 
into ropes for binding parcels on their pack- 
oxen, and one man was busy making a leather 
cap. Some of the children were extremely terri- 
fied by our appearance, especially a boy about 
seven years of age, who made his escape by 
thrusting hiniself through a thorn hedge, though 
his skin was his only covering. On leaving* them 
Malawoo, with about twenty of his mien, walked 
with us as far as the houses extended, and many of 
the women followed them. There they remained 
till we were out of sight, which we considered a 
token of their friendship. 

Three other villages or districts of Lattakoo 
are situated £t little to the N. £. and all at a consi- 
derable distance froih the river. On observing 
this I was informed that theBootshuanas esteemed 
it unhealthy to reside near a river, which accounts 
fcMT the Lattakoo I formerly visited having been 
two miles from the river of that name. 

2nd. About ten p. m. we set oiF to view at great 
cave, at the end of Reyner Mountain, about three 
miles to the south of the town. The following 
persons voluntarily accompanied us : ^ 

MoosicaPeekloo, the young king, byMahootoo^ 
Yankey, the king's secondson, by the otld queen. 
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' Kooky, the king's nephew. 

, Makkamma, Munameet's grandson. 

Eleesa, (or Elisha, a Bootshuana name,) the 
king's servant. 

And the smith's son. 

We should have found it difficult to get through 
the corn-fields had they not accompanied us. The 
fcave was ^bout halfway up the mountain, in 
length. about three hundred yards, and fifty or 
sixty feet high. It seemed to be excavated from 
it range of cliffs, the roof extending outwards 
twenty-six yards. The back part was nearly 
perpendicular. .Towards the southern extremity 
the roof gradually decreased in height. Many 
nests of poisonous wasps were attached to the 
roof, resembling, at a distance, swallows nests 
in England, but on a more close inspection we 
found that they consisted of a collection of cells, 
which were composed of a kind of white wax. 
Some large pieces of rock had fallen from the roof, 
i'o amuse our party, who had kindly accompanied 
us, Mr.M. made a train of gunpowder, to which 
he set fire by a burning lens. This at first fright- 
ened, and afterwards diverted them exceedingly. 

Finding large pieces of transparent rock, the 
IVf atchappees ofifered to carry them home for us. 
t^eekloo, the king's son, took a large piece, and 
carried it on his nailed shoulder for about a mile> 
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when he said it wa^ angp'y, an4 g^^ye it to his 
servant to parrry for him. By its being mgry, 
he meaiit tha»t the corners of it being sharp pained 
his shoulder. The king's nephew carried my 
Jiandkerchief full of stones in his right hand, ^d 
two pieces in his left. Near the place where we 
obtf^acd this kind of spar, we found three Iwge 
excavations in a granite rock, fuH of rain-water^ 
which pleased ua a^ much as if we had found h 
trea»we; all of us being thirsty. Though th^ 
watiir w^s more than lukewarm, it refreshed ^% 
greatly. P^qWoo observing that we examined 
^Jmost every object we saw, brought us. at dif- 
f^^nt times several veiy curious plants. On my 
putting sQme $tone« into my pocket the Mat- 
chappies laughed hQ^rtUy at sowing stones treated 
with so mmQh respect. 

After dinner, Linj^ Malalla, from Old Lattakoo, 
called uiK>n me. He is son to Makrakka, a King 
or Cbffif h^her xsf^ th§ country, who died 
fcldy, widwho$^pei^le afterwards divide and 
j*iMd ^Qr tr»b^, m^ as ^q Mashows, Ms^t*. 
chuipew, aftd the WwAefcieWt He wa$ a tall 
and food-lwHiftg mm^ Ipwffiwwd with ife4 pwnt, 
and wore a straw hat of a conical shape, a 
fcihiom whicfe I bfl4 not sew in Africa befcsre. 
He was lA high 8pirit», and mon developed th» 
ohyeat of \m Yisil:» m to r^eive a present. I 
Iwought him a tind«t^boXs why^b m^m^ to pl«a$^ 
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him. After waiting a fhprt tim* m t^peetation 
of receiving some other ^rti<5le». \>nt sfdittg th^% 
nothing more was brought, he left me, and was 
followed by his people. 

Hearing that he h^ lived with the WM^etmia£^ 
at thQ tinjke Dr. Cpwan, ^c. were ^b^ to be aliur- 
4erf4 by their k;ii^g Makkabba, and that he waisr 
iiow aaf eneiny to Makkabba, I thought his accoimt 
might be depended nfiovh H it was in fietvour el 
the Wanketzens ; I therefore took an opportunity 
in the afternoon to question him on that point. 
He said that the Wanketzens had robbed Dr. C. 
and his party, but did not murder them ; that 
they passed on, and he did not know where they 
had gone. It afterwards occurred to me, that as 
Lynx's father, Makrakka, was implicated in the 
murder, according to the reports I received on my 
former journey, both at Lattakoo and Mala- 
peetzee, little dependence could be placed on 
his account, and as it is not improbable that he 
himself had a share in the murder, he had an 
interest in the concealment, for his own sake and 
the character of his father. 

There may now be a dread in the minds of some 
of the nations to the north, of the approach of 
white men, in consequence of the residence of the 
Missionarie3 at Lattakoo, and they may conceive 
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it their interest to throw the blame of the murder 
on nations more remote. 

Once at a public meeting called to consider 
whether they should go on a commando against a 
distant nation, Malalla, brother to the king, said 
to the assembly, ** I will not go on a commando 
with you, you all speak as brave men here before 
the women, to make them think you are heroesi 
but before the enemy you are all women." 
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VARIOUS OCCURRENCES— COMMANDO AGAINST 
THE BUSHMEN— A PUBLIC DANCE IN HONOR 
OF IT— AN ACCOUNT OF THE EXPEDITION PUB- 
LICLY GIVEN TO THE KING. 



April 3. 

XN the morning two of bur Hottentots returned 
from the expedition against the Bushmen^ being 
unable to keep up with the pursuers. Malalla, 
who commanded, made a proposal also to return, 
but Teisy, another chief, insisted on their con- 
tmuing the pursuit. They found a calf newly 
killed by the Bushmen, and a fire kindled to cook 
it ; but the Bushmen, having perceived the ap- 
proach of the Matchappees, fled, leaving the calf 
behind. This afforded a meal to the pursuers. 
The king of Mashow and the Corannas from Ma- 
lapeetzee had accompanied them. 

If a party of Matchappees be attacked by a sur 
VOL. I. n 
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perior force, and there does not appear any pros- 
pect of escaping, they make no resistance, but 
calmly allow themselves to be butchered. The 
Bushmen are said to do the same. Therm. 71. 

I attended a meeting of young people in the 
evening, chiefly Hottentots. Among them were 
six Matchappee females. They related what they 
remembered of the sermons they had been hearing 
during the day. The Matchappee girls recollected 
much more than all the others, or perhaps, by not 
feeling the least abashed, they spoke freely what- 
ever came into their minds. On one occasion, 
when they were relating what they remembered, 
I asked a Matchappee girl if she was afraid of 
death? She instantly answered, she was. But 
why, I inquired, was she afraid of it ? After a 
little hesitation she said — because it was a. very 
bitter thing, she did not like it. 

There was present a little black boy who could 
read and wrke. At the conclusion of the Qteelmg 
he repeated the Lard « Prayer in I>ii4;ch« line by 
Kne, the rest repeating it after him, exactly as it is 
done by the clerk and <»»igregation in the Englisb 
establishment. His name was April; he h^ 
been with his mother, sifter, a(kid younger biroi&er 
on a distant hill, living u|mmi ^r^oots, and alxsiost 
famished, when they were brought to Lattakoo, 
aikd assisted hf tht MissHfin. 
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Makqueetze, one of the captains, seems very de- 
sirous to gain the good opinion of the Missionariee* 
^^On coming to worship^ he will not take hi^ seat 
till he has caught their eye, and will sometimes 
inquire of his neighbours if the Missionaries speak 
of his regular attendance. 

4th. I had three or four different sets of young 
people during the day, learning their letters. 
IBehoiya was among the last class. She did not 
know all the letters, but quite as many as the 
^hers. My clothes were frequently covered with 
red paint from their cloaks, which soil every thing 
they touch. 

Inteiligence was this day jre(^ivi^ froxa the men 
who went in pursuit of the Bushmen;. They 
staled^ tjiat on tJieir airival at the Qreat Cave, 
(which is the gi^meral refege of robbii)g^Bu«hmen 
in idiat part of the ^ouatry, virhen pursued) they 
found by the traces that the Bushmen went past 
iU fi»m ivhich they conei^ed that the robbers 
\iMd come from tiM> Mal^lwreen River. Th^ jg^ojt^ 
Bbofsmmt BQ visible, th9i tto^y co^iild tnn^e ilj^^^n 
by tEOD^nfigbt^ In ^ueh ^ e^pe4ition, tb$ pur* 
£«ers extend thidiir f^t, mote efectually to kaep 
sight of the ti»ck> afid frequently eaU put fisom 
diffcfr^mt partB of die linft^ wJktber they have or 
kave not lost sight of the track. They liki^wise 
^teerve whether asy part of the cattle liaye bew 
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sent off in a different direction from the main body. 
Having on the way noticed that the footsteps of 
one Bushman and an ox turned off towards the 
mountains on the right, they concluded that the 
ox was a reward to the man for guiding the 
robbers to the cattle-post at the source of the 
Krooman. 

A large party of Bushmen went some time ago to 
old Lattakoo, and at midnday captured some of their 
cattle in sight of the town. The inhabitants, incon- 
sequence of a late discomfiture which they had re- 
ceived from the Bushmen, were so intimidated liiat 
they declined pursuing them. This timidity so em- 
boldened the Bushmen, that they advanced to the 
side of the town, and demanded pots to boil the 
flesh of the captured cattle. But on a later occa?^ 
sion the Matchappees acted with more spirit, and 
completely overcame a party of those plunderers, 
since which time they have not been molested. 

5th. I visited a smith who makes knives and 
assagais, or spears. His implements were few, 
having a stone for am anvil> a rough-^made iron 
hammer, the hea;d of which might weigh about a 
pound, and two small bellows made of skin, with 
a piece of cow-hom at one end, through which the 
blast went, the other end being open, like a pursei 
and sewed to two round pieces of wood* These 
bellows were laid upon the ground opposite the 
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fti^, with a heavy stotie to keep the under ^de 
steady. He effected a blast by quickly raising 
and depressing the upper side of the bellows, and 
with great ease blew both at the same time* The 
iron which he wrought came from the N* E>, higher 
up the country. 

The Matchappees, though very fond of potatoes, 
have never been prevailed on to plant any, be- 
cause they resemble nothing which has been 
handed down to them from their forefathers, to 
whose manners and customs they seem as strongly 
attached as the Hindoo or the Musselnian. This 
blind and bigotted attachment constitutes the 
greatest obstruction to their reception of Christi- 
anity. Were any of their captains to renounce 
their ancient customs, and profess the Christian 
faith> he would thereby expose himself to the 
keenest persecution. Converts from amongst the 
poor would excite, at least at first, little alarm> 
because they are despised ; nor would the con- 
version of the aged cause the smallest uneasiness, 
foi* these are held in such contempt, that they 
would rather see food given to dogs thaii to them* 
They have frequently reproved the Missiomtrieg 
for relieving the wants of such persons. They 
are so sensible, however, of the protection tiiey 
enjoy by the residence of white men among them, 
that it is probable they would persecute their 
own people for a long time, before they would 
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attempt to drive away the Missionaries. They 
at present never interferie to prevent the Mission** 
lyries sowin|; or planting what or when they 
please; font all the nativ^B are compdled strictly 
to act according to-ancient rule. 

The king cares not how much he troubles or 
begs from the Missionaries himself^ but he is 
sometimes enraged when he sees them too much 
troubled by others. On such an occasion, he 
once laid hold of a stick and knocked down cap-* 
tains, servants, women, and children, indeed kll 
who came in his way, without making any dis- 
tinction. When in a passion, he is said to appear 
extremely terrific, foaming at the mouth, with 
eyes infuriated, swollen countenance, &c. On 
some occasions, when he has been speaking at 
their public meetings, the Hottentots attached to 
the Mission have fled from terror. At other times^ 
his deportment is mild. 

Happening to sit down upon a rock during a 
walk in the afternoon^ I was fes usual beset by 
young people begging snuff; but before I gave 
them any they had to labour nearly an hour at the 
letters of the alphabet, a copy of which I alwayd 
carried with me. I pointed out the letters that 
composed the king's name, and that of his uncle 
Munameets, which made them thoughtful fw a 
little, as if they had obtained some new idea of 
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the use of letters. Their own names were Ma- 
gein, Seenipee, Mkselainoor, HoQweyah> and 
Hassekate. Of their owa accord they told me 
the Bootshuana names for different part$ of their 
dress. Nothing afforded them greater sport than 
my repeating the word incorrectly; but after in- 
serting the several jwords ia my memorandum* 
book> and reading over the whole to them at 
once, they seemed to wonder how the ivory 
leaves, told them. The three eldest then went to 
a little distance and danced, in their way, for half 
an hour, standing in a row, clapping hands, and 
singing with all their might. The one on the left 
side then danced forward about twenty yards, 
singing and causing her hands and feet to move in 
time ; returning to her place, the second advanced 
in the saioie manner; and the third danced off in 
rotation exactly as the first. This they repeated 
for half an hour, frequently altering their steps 
and gestures. 

About simset there was a great hue and cry, 
that the commando was returning from pursuing 
the Bushmen. There were about eighty, the rest 
being left behind from lameness and fatigue. 
They marched in rows about six deep, each car- 
rying before him a shield, and a spear in an up- 
right position. They all sung in concert, and 
took no notice of those around. One or two at a 
time were constantly running out from the ranks 
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to the distance of thirty or forty yards, both before 
and behind, imitating attacks upon the Bushmien, 
or pretending to defend themselves against them. 
On entering the town they proceeded directly to 
the inclosure in front of Mateebe s house, where 
the king and his captains were seated on the left 
^ide of the gate. A considerable assemblage of 
women greeted them on their arrival. The cap- 
tains were seated in the form of a crescent, the 
king sitting in the middle and in front. The 
commando sat immediately opposite, about twenty 
yards distant. 

The ceremony commenced by singing a grave 
song, during which all by turns leaped out from 
the ranks, two at a time, exhibiting warlike evolu- 
tions. Having performed these, the singing 
ceased, and Malalla, brother to the king, who had 
commanded the expedition, rose and gave an ac- 
count of what had taken place. The king was 
informed before-hand by messengers sent out on 
ox-back Ho meet them on their approach, these 
returned hastily to Mateebe with the particulars. 

Malalla began his speech by upbraiding many 
young men who had remained at home, instead of 
accompanying thenj. He then said, that on 
reaching the King Fountain, they observSBd the 
traces of five of the oxen, which had been driven off 
to the right, towards Reyner Mountain ; but they 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Apbil.] at new LATTAKOO. iq^ 

followed the track of the greatest number of o^en 
till they came to the Busdiman Kraal, where they 
found nine of the oxen lying dead. The Bus)imen 
fled with five oxen, one of which they sdso killed 
in the flight. To? entice the Bushmen to return, 
they left every thing in the same state in which 
they had found it, and retired out of sight to a 
distance. The Bushmen did return, but, having 
observed some of the Matchappees, they in- 
stantly fled. On seeing this, the Matchappees 
went and feasted on the dead oxen, after which 
they returned home. The women, during the 
speech, frequently shouted. 

Malalla's voice and gestures, while delivering 
this speech, would not have disgraced the first 
orators in civilized countries. It sounded to my 
ear like blank verse ; sometimes he hung down 
his head in silence, then raising it he proceeded 
in his relation. The speech continued about a 
quarter of an hour. 

Having brought with them all the Bushmen's 
property which they could find, such as mats, 
skins, &c. these were hung about them as tro- 
phies. 

When Malalla had concluded, Mateebe rose 
and rebuked the commando most sharply, for not 
following up the pursuit till they had overtaken the 
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Bushmen and the remaining oxen ; after which the 
meeting dispersed, and Malalla came forward and 
shook hands with me very heartily. Some of the 
Viromen appeared, almost frantic with joy, at seeing 
their sons and husbands return home safe. They 
sung and danced till nearly midnight. This expe- 
dition had lasted six days. 
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INTERCOURSE WITH SOME OF THE CHIEF MEN— 
THE KING PROPOSES TO BARTER FOR A MUSKET 
—THEIR POTTERY-A DANCE IN HONOR OF OUR 
ARRIVAL-THE YOUNG PEOPLE EXAMINED. 

April 7. 

MtJNAMEETS called on us, while we were 
at bteakfafet, with a large wooden dish which 
Mr* Moffat had requested him to obtain. It was 
made from a block of wood by the Boquaina na- 
tion ; it had two handles, and would contain about 
two gallons. Five or six persons came to wit- 
ttess the bargain— the opinion of others being 
always asked before a contract is concluded* 
W^ting patiently till breakfast was finished, th^y 
itmused themselves by ekamining some portraits 
from the Evangelical Magazine, which huhg round 
the room. They fouttd out that one of them was 
a portrait of me, which Munameets thought very 
like. Pointing to another portrait, one of them 
eiid it was intended for Mr, M., on which a 
wbman replied, O maka ! [mawkaw] It is a liet 
Such a hiode of speaking gives no offence, ihtf 
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will say so to the King in common conversation^ 
without giving him the smallest umbrage. 

In Mr. Hamilton's garden> there was a cotton- 
bush in flower ; the leaves resembled the currant- 
bush, and the flower that of the hollyhock— they 
were of three colours in the same bush, some pure 
white, others pale yellow, while others were lilac. 
From the seed of that bush it is intended to plant 
others. Therm, at noon 76. 

The rains at Lattakoo most frequently came 
from the N. W. and the W., which is in the direc- 
tion of the Great Desert ; and sometimes a little 
drizzling rain from the south. None ever comes 
from tiie east ; it is very difierent in the vicinity 
of Algoa-bay, where the greatest part of their rain 
is from that quarter. 

Mateebe, Malalla, and four of the principal 
captains, called this c^y while I was writing, the 
operation of which they seemed to witness with 
considerable interest. I learned from them that 
Kossie, the kingof Mashow, had left Lattakoo two 
days before. They seemed to have no idea of 
taking lekve. 

In the afternoon, Mateebe brought two oxen to 
purchase a musket for one o£ his brbthers, as he 
tad observed that we possessed several. This 
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was a delicate business^ for I knew his heart 
was set upon it, and I also knew that the colo- 
nial government at the Cape were very properly 
averse to those beyond the limits possessing 
guns. I told him I had a long journey still 
before me, and these weapons were not only 
necessary for defence, but much more so to 
kill game for our support, and added, that he 
ought not to be , surprised if I felt reluctant to 
part with any of them. He was evidently 
disappointed, but seemed to feel some force in 
the reason I assigned. 

In the evening, however, he brought me a 
present of some thick milk, which was no small 
evidence of friendship from so penurious a man. 
A servant had carried it to the door, but he 
himself brought it into the room, and placed it 
before me on the table, seemingly pleased with 
his own generosity. 

We were informed that the king arid his cajn 
tains had < determined to take signal revenge on 
the. Bushmen for their late robberies, by sending 
out a numerous party against them. When the 
Bushmen killed, some time before, a brother of 
Mateebe's, a similar party was sent against them, 
who massacred all of that miserable nation that 
came in their way, men, women, and childreni 
to the amount of about two hundred. 
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M unameets, the king's uncle, consented to ac- 
company me to the Mashow and Marootzee edun- 
tries. I purchased to-day> for eight buttons, a pot 
formed from a soft green stone, pounded into 
powder and made into clay. In making this 
vessel they begin with shaping the mouth, to 
which diey add about an inch when it is dried, 
and whep that is dried and hardened in the sun 
tiiey add another, and another, till th^ vessel be 
completed. They then fill and surround it with 
dry oow-dung, to which they set fire; by this 
means it is rendered sufficiendy hard for every 
purpose. It was as well shaped as any cast-iron 
pot.* 

8th» The young men informed us^ in i^e morn- 
ing,, of adanee they wete to have before Mateebe's 
house in the afternoon, to commemorate our 
arrival at Lattafcoo. Therm. 78. 

The dance began about four p. m. We looked 
at them for a short ti^ie. About twelve wpmen 
9tpod in a row under the mimosa-tree, clupping 
their hands an4 ringing* or rather screamitig to 
lafi^e, About the same number of mm were 
iim^ine m tvi^ r^^^s hffote them, making slow 
aotitf »9t^0^ wiHh l^ir hands, pjnd each aswm- 



* This pot wa$ unfortunately broken to pieces on the 
journey (:o the C«pe: 
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ing a countenance expressive of idiotism; the 
women> by turns stepping from their row» ap^ 
proached to and receded from the dancers, 
making similar motions with their hands and feet 
as the men, and putting cm a similar stupidity of 
countenance. A relation of Mateebe's had her 
&ce strangely painted. Like the others it. .was 
smeared with red ochce, but an inch abovB and 
bekiw her eyes was painted across with orange 
odour, and her legs with the same. Many of 
their attitudes and motions are significaBt ; 
f^ometimes they elevate the hands above the head, 
as if gently puttmg off a cpinenng, spmstknea 
they stretch them out behind, as if to prevent a 
person pressing upon them, then before, as if 
wrapinng ribbons nmod the anna. Again they 
appeared as if throwing something to the ground 
with which they are disgusted. Other motions 
resembled those of a p«son passing by some 
disagreeable object, which he was desirous that 
even his clothes should not toudi. 

Viewing the scene again about twilight I ob« 
served an alteration Juud taken place in the dbnce. 
The women were now and then slqfq[>ing imm thdr 
sows, rushii^ towacds the meaand fmshmgagakBt 
them, like bulis, with their heads ; if the mum 
who was attacked, ^fad who was endeavouring tto 
keep his «bqp in the dance, (happened to be mww 
turned, it excited an universal laugh against \ 
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I observed a young msax intentionally fall before 
the attack of a young female. loaded with beads. 
She was universally cheered. for the victory she 
had obtained. The features of this scene were 
extremely sav^e/ and appeared so shocking, ttnrt 
I thought if an European army had come upon it 
unawares, at the same hour in the evenings they 
womld have been for a moment appalled, supposing 
the mouth of the infernal regions was open before 
them. Being observed to stand at the gate, I was 
instantly surrounded by a multitude of woinen, 
holding out their hands and loudly bawling 
for naxxS, of. which, if possible, they are fonder 
than die men. I put some into each hand while 
it lasted. I detected one of a fraud, for no sooner 
had :I put snuff into her right hand than she with- 
draw it, and held out the other as if she had rcr 
ceived none. When the box was emptied all 
walked off. and rejoined the show. The Boot^^ 
shuana who had travelled with us in the colony 
would not join in the dance, but spoke of it 
with apparent contempt. His brother, who came 
from a distance to meet him at Lattakoo, did not 
join ia the dance, but another relation did, who 
at one time came out and invited him to dance 
witk .them; . however, he shook his head and 
vmsid not. comply; He considers himself above 
doing such mean, unmanly things, in conse- 
qusnce of his having been so long among white 
men?. 
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I was gratified to observe twenty or thirty 
Matchappees at the prayer-meeting in the even- 
ing, notwithstanding the uproar in the town, 
Which was almost frightful during the whole 
time of our meeting. The dancing ended about 
ten at night, after continuing six hours without 
intermission, which was considered a short time. 
Had it been moonlight the dance would probably 
have been protracted till break of day, when the 
women would have proceeded to their work in 
the field as brisk and lively as if they had slept 
the whole night. They are never observed to 
require drink on such occasions, notwithstand- 
ing the perspiration occasioned by their great 
iexertion. They can travel long without water^ 
afid live and look well on a small quantity of 
provisions. They do not regard heat; but all 
work, out of doors, is at an end on the least rain 
falling. This may be owing to its effect on their 
skin dresses, which it hardens, and because it 
washes off the paint that covers their bodies. 
When they have no food they resort to copious 
draughts of water. 1* he e:^edient of a Hotten^ 
tot is very different on such an occasion, he ties 
d cord very tight rouiid his waist if travelling, or 
if at home he endeavours to drive away hunger 
by sleep, which like the dog he seems able to 
ebmniand at any time. 

When walking about the town the general 

VOL. I. I 
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salutiation of the natives is '* Good day/' or '' Good 
night," in the Dutch language, which they have 
l^earned from the Missionaries, and many of them 
shake hands. Very young children are still 
afraid at the sight of white people. A little boy 
about five years of age, happening suddenly to 
turn round, and observing me behind him, 
screamed and fled in the Utmost consternation till 
he got under his father s cloak. Peeping out 
while I was yet near, he almost went into convul- 
sions from terror* During our stay at Lattakoo 
the excess of this feeling began, in some instances^ 
to subside. Shortly after, a boy, about the dame 
age, came tip as bold as a lioii, and took me by 
the hand ; but young as he was, he walked off 
evidently pr6ud of having performed so heroic 
an afction. A person not painted recjt genetally 
appears frightful to them, 

9th. Mahootoo, the queen, examining the 
cotton dress of Mrs. H. a short time after her 
arrival at the station, was asked her opinion of 
it. She said it vvras not the skin pf an animal^ 
but must have come fix>m the Great Water. That 
the «tuff of which it wgfe composed grew on a 
bitsK she could hot credit ; but when Mr. H. tol4 
ber \at wool^i jacket grew^n a sheep, she ^xa** 
mined it, and said she could believe that, bu:^ 
not the other. However much they wonder at 
1^4i^3 of Europe^s, they seem to posses? no 
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more device of iniii^ti(m> t\m^ EngJubttieQivirciild 
feel to ifis\utia the eost^ume aotd copy, tbe.maittmw 
<rf tke Hotteatot, or Hindoo. They do not 
deq>iBe our dreas, but they are eialbQed with 
their own. Peekloo, jSie Jti^g's eldest son, wwre 
at the dance on t^e pnioeding evening a JiiUi 
handkerchief round his waist, which he ha4 
received from Mr. M., but he probably put it 
imide in a few days. Therm. 74. 

^veral Matchuppees expres^d a (i^ire to gf 
pn the Mfurootzee journey, -to: e^ehaiigie beiidbi 
with that people ft>r irw, Wider th^ p^oieetiQii of 
our mu^kets^ : -* - 

The npiae of sing^g and. dancing wafl. greater 
thifi evening than on the pr^ed^ night, iaid>th& 
number who attended evening iwocshi)^ wmm 
smaller. As usual, on a Saturday evening, the 
nai^vw weire infootied that the i&ttowiog day 
would be the Babbath ; withoiiii^MdianiiitiinatKni 
ihey wO|dd not k»ow it, baring ino ^hdsnm of 
tifAe into weektf. at 

The Matohappees wee ignovant of any^ ge^tcsil 
name given to tbM* cpiarter of tbr worl^^ ne^ir 
having heard of the word Africa; but ^ 
HoitMitot$ and ii^riquas aU lopklw of it iltobttgh 
tlieir connection with the codonista aaod iiaik 
aionaries. 

x2 
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s 10th* Ahet worship. in the afternoon I at^ 
tended the meeting^ of young people, in order 
to ^ hear them repeat so much as they could 
recollect of the discourses upon which they had 
attended during the day. They gave a fair 
Mmple of their attention by tlie many remarks 
wMch they made. 

The following were some of the questionci 
which I put to two young Matchappees who were 
ftetent at the examination, and the answers 
which they gave :---*vWbat is the most wonderM 
'Amg you ever saw or heard (tf ?" After a pausi6 
— " The word of God." " How long has God 
lived ?*• "He always lived." "What is the 
iTOfst thkig in your opinion that we can do?" 
Sfaey mentioned the sin condemned in tli^ seventh 
omniahdment. 

^ '** Bo you believe tkat the bodies <tf men sMail 
«« Jfom tbe gwwrer "Yes/' They the* said, 
Bppraendy ^witti great mgemttmsnei^s, thiit they 
wished God would give them a heaft to under^ 
stand his word, for they found it very difficult. 
Tkeyi feened,^ aarat is said in the Acts of the 
;AfOl|tl0;. tor befetdiog. after God. ^ r:f. 

f-i :.:.■ ;■.... .••' ■ '• . ,-■ ■■ / '■ 
il .3%eiee wan n«tlnr jsing^ .nor dancing S^oxiag 
Uie^SabfaBtk . .'Thton;3tbis day 72v . : > - 
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CHAP. XL 



JOURNEY TO OLD LATTAKJOO. 



Previous to my amval at tattakoo, I had 
imeditaLted a journey higher up into the iiite^ 
irior, provided I found it advisable. On reach^ 
ing this - kmg-^wished-for place, I w^ happy 
to find things favourable to my wishes. The 
motions, beyond lattakoo were in a state of 
peace. The King of the Mashows; was with 
'Mateebe on our arrival, and fevoured tttb 
undertaking, and Mr. Read was willing to ac- 
company me. Important considerations dcr 
taiped Mr. MoflBatt at Lattakoo, and deprived 
one of the pleasure . of . his . jconpimy cm JUbm 
new excursion. Mr. Read's services I found to 
be invaluable. His resid^ice at Lattakoo, his 
acquaintance with the manners and customs of 
.the Bootshuana$, the individuals he had, se^ 
from the countries we ^^red to yisjl, juad^to 
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whom he had shown kindness, pointed him 
out as the fittest person I could have chosen to 
accompany me on the present occasion. 

When every thing was ready for our departure, 
Mateebe and Mafaootoo stood at each side of 
my waggon to bid. me farewell and they seemed 
heartily to wish jne u safe jouriMsy. Many of the 
inhabitants surrounded the waggons to witness 
their departure, and to take leave of the people 
who were to acQompany us. Messrs. Hamilton 
and Moffat, with Mrs. Hamilton, Mrs. Moffat, 
and Mrs. Read, went with us in the waggons for 
f^/fttortway. IjittJe KleinveJd stood in front of 
4n$ luf gige-'wagitpnj Undaunt^^y shaking handy 
m^ alltbe cWldrw.* That w3agg<Mi was partly 
lil^d with, articles belonging tb the Matchappees, 



* -KfetnveW was ir Hottetitot boy belonging to oiie df ttft 
ibjitftutSMiv in lh« colony, wht^t father <»tii8enttfl to hi& gdH^ 
^th iilfe4;o £B|^|ndtor educ^atioib. I br<M|ght Ufa widi me t6 
C«ipe Town, on ret^^ning fron^ our jqarneyjto Theopolis. H^ 
travelled with me to Lattakoo, and the whole way, till I rc- 
tuirhed a second time to Cape Town, when I received a message 
fr6ni his father, intimating that h(^ ifeli him«df in a declining 
Wis <if "hetith, and %a8 d^simtis ikat his f>oy should be re- 
/ifi^ed to h^, which wt8'4(>iie* 

, Jinstead of Kkinveldy I brought to ^gland anollier youi^ 
/Hottentqt, Paul, the son of Dikkop, late. Hottentot chief of 
rilobge kraal, npw called Pacaltsdorp. His father Dikkop fe- 
%.^mA for a Missionary to hi^ people, as i^tated to my former 
iiuni»vMirthUM^/pag*«dii ; ■ ; ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Apru.] old LATTAKOO. 119 



viz. red paint, blue shining powder, beads, 
cloaks, &c. to be exchanged for irwi, copper^ 
and cattle. Mateebe sent also a parcel in charge 
of a servant. All these men depended on our 
muskets for their provisions during the journey. 

When we crossed tte Krooman rivet, the number 
of persons who had followed us from Lattakoo re- 
turned home. We then entered on the plain which 
extends northward as for as Old Lattakoo. At half 
past eight p. m. we halted at a pool called Harre-a- 
tuneway, or hunting-field. Four Matchappees 
having reached it before us, had kindled a fire, 
one of whom, Meoonstwee had been my guide 
on my former journey from Lattakoo to Mala- 
peetzee. He was pleased when the circumstance 
was mentioned to me, and likewise by my recog- 
nizing his countenance on the fire burning a little 
brighter. 

12fb. We intended to hav^ proceeded to the 
Maklareen River at sunrise, but the oxen having 
strayed in the night-time, in search of sweeter 
grass^ it was eight in the morning before we could 
move, and at half-past nine a. m. we halted on the 
banks of the Maklareen. Muiliameets, whom we 
expected.to have found there, joined us about ten 
A.M. He had slept at a cattle-place in the neigh- 
bourhood belonging to a relative, from whence he 
brought some thickened milk. He complaitffed 
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of his breast in consequence of the walk, haying 
but lately recovered from a SjBveife cold. . We ex- 
pressed our regret that, he had walked at all, as 
we expe^cted he would have taken a seat in one 
of the waggons. Being the King s uncle as iwell 
as our guide, we wished to show him every at- 
tention our circumstances would admit. We in- 
vited him to breakfast in the tent. The other 
Matchappees came and sat down with him; but 
of these we took np notice, lest they should ex- 
pect the same throughout the journey, which 
would have been impossible. None of the others 
were capt^ns, but servants belonging to the Mu- 
nameets. He gave a part of his bread, and o^e 
saucer-full of tea to the man who sat next bi^i.;^ 

There are two flower seasons in the vicinity of 
Lattakoo : the first in Januaiy and February, tl^ 
second in August and September. Of course we 
saw few flowers. The plain over which we tra- 
velled was covered with long grass intermixed 
with clumps of bushes. The Maklareen ia fon&ed 
by the junction of two small streams, near to th^ 
place where we halted. It runs S. W. by W. till 
it joins the Kropman, on the bordens of the Qte%X 
Pesert, after which juiiction, bptk 80(hi disappe^" 
as I afterwards possessed an opportunity of 4b* 
serving. In the rainy season the Maklareen is. a 
cpnsi4erable river, but during the dry months it is 
a iipiaU stream. i 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



Apkii.] OtD LATTAKOO. |9t 



In c<mversation we learned that bur gtiidei 
Munameets, had never been in the chief town of 
the Marootzee, but had once been on an expe^ 
dition against a people beyond it. On C]^a«MB^ 
the Marootzee country his paifty f<^ in witb^ 
considerable number of natives hunting, when, he 
said, he never saw so many people t6^getK«g^ in 
his life. Therm, at noon 78. 

Departed at two p.m., and travelled until sik 
P.M., when wie halted near water, in the middle 
of a thicket of small mimosa trees, which pro- 
tected us from the cool air of the night. . Muna^ 
meets had never rode in a waggon before, nor 
would he, have now ventured to do so, he said,' if 
he had not been ill. By dinging too fast to hlsr 
seat, and not yielding to the motion of the wag- 
gon, he wiBts dashed against the sides, or struck 
the roof, every time the wheels vtereimpieded by 
laijg^e loonies. 

The Bootshuanas sleep little on jonrncys/ p*^^- 
fdrnng to converse around a fire, tellinfg wfadt' 
thfey call news, or rather repeating stori^, whM 
^1 of them have heard perhaps fifty times over; ■ 

i -^Hiere is a large, fliat'fty,' called the dog^, fetft- 
it'migM ^ith morfe ptopriety be called the dd^ 
tdtinentor, which greatly abounds in this qakAet: 
Thede flies bury themi^elves under the-httir <tf the^ 
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poor animals, and teaze tliem both night and day. 
Svery time 1 stroked any of the dogs, many of 
them crept out from under the hair. It was af-« 
^ttting to observe with what eagerness the dogs 
iK>ilrted such stiroking. 

A^h* Departed at nine a.m. Munameets as- 
sisted in collecting the oxen for the waggon. 
The traces of eight rhinoceros were seen near 
the iwagg6ns. Reached Old Lattakob about 
oixev.il* Therm- at sunrise 49, being on high 
ground and within two weeks of winter: ditto at 
noon 76. 

The town lies at^ross a wide valley, through 
which runs ther River Lattakoo, bounded on the 
north by a long range of low hills, running from 
B. toW.> and beautiMly interspersed with the 
mimosa tree. It seemed equal in size and popu- 
lation to New Lattakoo. On entering it, the in- 
habitants of all descriptions, old and young, 
piabed out from every quarter towards the wag- 
gons. We found Mahoomoo Peloo (or Richheeort) 
^e chief, in the square, in the middle of the 
town, sitting with some of his principal captains, 
on each side of him, ready to receive us. He was 
<op^ployed in sewing a leather cap. Twowomto 
who «tQod near him, were occupied in rtiaking 
rush bonnets of a circular shape, sh^ow iu the 
Qrown, aiHl very neat. A great concourse of 
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people soon collected; and when the captains 
arrived they immediately came forward and sa« 
luted us by shaking hands, some of them in- 
stantly asking for snuff. The children, though 
they had seen white people before, were shy, and 
some showed much timidity, but a little attention 
soon made them familiar. The chief presented 
us with two pots full of thick milk, which, from 
its cooling effects, was very agreeable, the wea- 
ther being sultry, fie tasted both before he 
presented them, to show that they contained 
Bothing poisonous. 
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OLD UTTAKOO. 

After arranging our waggons aad taking, a 
hs^ty dinner we walked over part of the town, 
which, being a Matchappee one, bears a striking 
resemblance to New Lattakoo. A little boy, about 
six years old, was so terrified at my appearance, 
that he attracted general notice ; his mother at- 
tempted to drag him towards me, but could not 
succeed ; on which his father went to him, and 
assured him I was a human being like themselves ; 
but this did not pacify him, for, on getting from 
their hands, he fled directly, and was soon out of 
sight. We saw a smith making a knife with the 
same tools described at New Lattakoo. On the 
arm of Brumella's sister I counted fifty copper 
rings, the breadth of the rows of beads round her 
waist would have measured half a yard. 

On inquiring for Lynx Malalla, the son of the 
late King Makrakka, who had called on me at 
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New Lattakbo, X found hei was g6iie to a disttfit 
nationi professedly to purchase sking; but so&Ml 
sUsfiected he had other tiews/which werenot so 
innocent. Though he was the eldest son of^his 
&ther, y^t he did not succeed him as chiefs' 
because he had been bom previous to the cir- 
cumcision of his father, on which account his 
second son was acknowledged as chief. 

<3upido, out native Ms^ionftry, ftlfived fxonk 
Malapeetzee to meet me. His waggon appeared 
as ancient as the antediluvian age; instead of a 
canvass covering, like other waggons, it was 
covered with two ox hides retaining the hair,' 
and these were so shrunk by the rain and the 
heat, that a foot on each side was open above 
the timber. He informed me, that the Oorannas 
from his'station, whom I had seen at Nei^ £at- 
takoo, and engaged to accompany me to Acl 
Marootzee country, -had resolved' not to go,^ 
because I had determined to travel to it by the 
fown of Mashow, which they said was so near 
the Wanketzens tiiat they would attack and 
murder us. The Corannas, except when engaged 
i6 actual war, ^ are eonsrdeiied a timid nation, 
fliis iitformatioii made us ^resolve on travelling to 
liilishiyW in ft H^otfe northerly track than by Ma- 
lapeeteee. .-.:.. 

.. i was ^ery anxious to view ihe spdt where 
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liPlMdtoo flto«4 when 1 6r#t vinited iU jmA whefi 
thff id^bitants of hoik the present towns wen 
wiited. It is oiily about «ht c^es to the erat^* 
ward oi what is now caUed (XA Lattakoo* We 
therefore siet off oa horseback, acoOmpani^Ml by 
two s^rmed Hottentots for protection. 

On the T0(4 we passed several ancient cattle 
inclosures built of stone, but by what nation the 
Matchappees have no tradition, only they are cer- 
tain they could not be built by their ancestors, as 
Mf4;chappee inclosures are all composed of bushosi 
and one g^ieration adheres strictly to tk^ custc^nm 
of that which preceded it, but we afterwards di^T 
covered that it must have been built by the 
Marootzee, or^me other nation in that directi<mi 
who buMd thek inclosures <^ stone exactly in the 
form of these ^Acient rnins^ There is lit^ dx^ubti 
therefore, but the ancient Marootzee nation ha4 
resided i^^ that part c^ liie country which is nnw 
possessed by &e Matohf^ppees^ but the ca^use of 
their removiqg so £ur friMaoi. it is now ytjt^Iy 
imknown^ 

On the left we passed a field 4^f Cai&e corpi 
beloBghig tp lattafcoo, extending at least tw« 
Qn)6& in lev[gt)i vpA one in braidt^. A |i«»j4<l 
breeze of wind rendered the air pleasajiHy «9^i 
At sunrise the wind generally blows firom the 
east, and goes rou^d with the «np, a9 jf U^wbig 
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always from uiider it. At eleven a; k. we ei^^a;^ 
the valley where Lattakoo had foomerly #toodj( 
cx>vering the whole with its houses, fields, wd 
population. Now not a vestige remaified, nft| 
pne human being was to be seen, nor scarcely aoy 
other creature except a few solitary birds and 
lizards. It was covered with tidl mimosa bnshesi 
which in a few years will become trees, Mid r^def 
the place an impenetrable forest The stillness^ 
compared to the bustle and noise I had witnessed 
th^e ibrmerly, brought to my imagination the 
desolation which is described as prevailing oyf^ 
the site of ancient Babylon. 

A Hottentot, whe was with me on my forme;* 
journey, brought me to the very spot on which my 
waggon had stood in the king's inclosure, the sight 
of which produced many pleasing recollections. 
I then viewed the site on which the king's house 
had been placed, and also that of his uncle 
Salakootoo. I next ascended the lull, to which 
my daily visits had been formerly paid, and from 
which there is a good view of the whole valley. 

I afterwards walked to the well, which our 
people had dug for the benefit of the natives, and 
was glad to find it remaining, and supplied with 
good water, of which we drank copiously. All 
the holes above it, from whence the people had 
been accustomed to obtain their water before our 
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arrival, were filled up and covered with long grass, 
so that none of them could be found. Leaving the 
well, I turned away for ever from this scene, which 
to me was peculiarly interesting. One of the 
Hottentots wounded a red buck, a species of deef 
which seldom comes farther to the south than 
Lattakoo. It is larger than most other kinds of 
bucks, and has long crooked horns, with yellow 
hair of a reddish hue. The Hottentot pursued it 
for two of three miles, till it dropped near the well 
which we had just left. He brought about the half 
of it with him .to Lattakoo, being unable to carry 
more, and leaving the remainder hid till it could 
be sent for on the morrow. He did not reach 
the waggons with his load before it was dark. I 
could not but wonder at his perseverance. 
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CONVERSATION WITH MAHOOMOO-PELOO AND 
. SOME OF HIS PRINCIPAL MEN— ACCOUNT OF 

AARON, A RUNAWAY SLAVE-DANCE OF THE 

NATIVES, • 

^Vy E got Mahoomoo-Peloo and some of his prin- 
cipal inen into the tent, in the evening, in order to 
find out their views respecting the reception of a 
Missionary. I began the conversation by inform- 
ing him that I had no power, from the friends of 
the heathen in the far country, to promise to send 
him one. Yet if they were desirous of having 
a Missionary to reside among them, I would state 
their wishes to those friends of the Matchappees, 
who had sent out the other Missionaries. I 
added, that the expenses of the journey would 
ajnoui^t in value to as many oxen as his inclosure 
far cattle could contain. To make him understand 
the matter, I drew on some paper the shape and 
position of Africa, also of the countries beyond it to 
^he north, and of Britain, surrounded by the Great 

VOL, I, K 
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Water. I marked the Hottentot, Caffre, Bushmen, 
Griqua, Namaqua, and Matchappee countries, all 
S., S.E., and S.W. of the latter, which was 
his own country. Then I drew the pountry of 
Mampoor, towards the Congo, which is the farthest 
land to the N.W. with which they are at all ac- 
quainted, even by report ; explained the voyage 
from Britain over the Great Water to the Cape, 
and then the journey in waggons for two moons, 
or months, from thence to his country. Being a 
clever man, I thought he seemed to understand 
what was intended, indeed he appeared to form a 
tolerable idea of the things I stated. I assured him 
that it was affection to them, and the command 
. of the Sou of God, that disposed the people in 
Britain to send instructors to such distant naticms 
as their's. On hearing all this, without consulting 
his captains, Mahoomoo said, ** I hear you, your 
proposal gives me joy, I should be glad to have a 
Missionary here!" No answer could be more 
explicit and comprehensive. 

Aaron, a runaway slave from the colony, 
hearing that I was expected at Old Lattakoo, 
came there to meet me. He was a slave to Mr. 
B. in Sneuberg, with whom I had been acquainted, 
and during my first visit to Africa he was per- 
mitted by his master to act as a hired servant to 
Mr. Kicherer, and travelled for ten or twelve days 
with his master and myself on our way to Sncu- 
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feerg. ; Since his flight from the colony he had 
been living among different tribes in the interior, 
but confessed he was very unhappy. I offered to 
inter<iede with His master on my return. Hb said 
he had got a taste of liberty, loved it, and felt 
feltictant to retufn to slavfery ; if the Missionary 
Society would satisfy his master for him> he 
would work at any of their stations, till he had r^^ 
jilald tli6 atnount ; or if his master wotild consent 
to s6.ll his liberty at a reasotiable {xfice, he tho^ht 
he could obtain the amount in elc^Aante' teeth. I 
tel^ him if lie chose he might acc^Mfepany me on iriy 
j6ilrftey Wgher Mp into the interior, during wlifeh 
feonie pliiti might be d6tided[ for obfeifting the 
©bject tJ^T his wishes ; to whieh he coA^ented. 

At all our me^kdiiritig t}i6 day thre fftuitof 
6iir feiit wa^ crowded with &pettaftors w the 
distance of six or seven yards. Mahoomoo-Pi^i*6^ 
and his wife sat opposite to me when we took 
our tea, and a basin of it with a slice of bread 
was given to him, both of which he divided with 
his wife, and likewise gave a little to the cap- 
tains who sat near him. He had had four wives, 
three of whom had left him ; one of these was 
a sister to Mateebe, who on coming to her 
brother, and telling her complaints, was given to 
one of the oldest captains for a wife. Mahoomoo 
seems to treat his present wife with great kind- 
ness : indeed when they have more wives than 
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one they are afraid to show kindness to any, lest 
it should excite jealousy in the others. » 

The natives danced for about an hour in the 
afternoon, near the waggons, and also from 
sunset to ten at night, attended with great noises 
made chiefly by the women. They danced in a 
confused mass, often elevating both arms above 
their heads, retiring from and returning to the 
mass in a formal, stiff, yet in somewhat of a 
dancing posture. They all appeared to enjoy it. 
Happily they grew tired by ten o'clock, vdieu 
they disp^^ed to their different homes with tu- 
multuous noise. Having continued writing in 
my waggon till about two o'clock in the morning, 
I went out and found all our Matchappee com- 
panions awake and sitting round a fire, busy in 
conversation, while all our Hottentots were fast 
tisleep. 
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JOURNEY TO MERIBOHWHEY, TAMMAHA COUNTRY^ 

4LlN tbe 15th we left Old L^ittakoo, accompanied 
by many of the people. Mahoomoo-Peloo^ sur- 
rounded by his captains and relations^ walked in 
a formal manner by the side of the waggons tiU 
we reached the riven The greater part of the 
people then returned home, but the chief and his 
captains did not leave us till we ascended a rising 
ground on the other side, about a mile farther 
on, when, after the usual exchange of civilities^ 
they returned, and we pursued our journey. 

, From this eminence the country before us 
presented a new appearance. During the whole 
of my journey, from .the Cape to Lattakoo^ the 
surface of the ^und was bare, except on the 
banks of rivers, but here, as far as could be 
seen in every direction, it was covered with 
wood. The trees were not close to each other. 
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but scattered, and sometimes in clumps, having 
the appearance of a nobleman's park. The only 
part of Africa I had observed in the former 
journey at all resembling it was in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Malalareen River, about a hun- 
dred miles to the eastward of New Lattakoo. 
Long grass grew every where among the trees, 
and though on the verge of winter, the heat and 
the scenery around had the feeling and appear- 
ance of an English summer. Therm. 80. It 
differs from Zureveld, (or Albany,) that part of 
the colony bordering on Caffraria, to which the 
emigrants have gone. There, the woods are very 
extensive, but they are almost impenetrable, ex- 
cept to Caffres. In this part of Africa, the tra^ 
veller thinks himself surrounded by a wood which 
he nev'er reaches, the trees seeming to separate 
as he advances. 

Waggon- tracks were now no longer visibly. 
Foot-paths only were to be seen about eighteen 
inches wide, made by the natives in bringing milk 
to the town from their cattle-posts. The roots of 
the grass, which was growing in sepairate tiifts, 
were so hard, that they jolted the waggons like so 
many stones. At two p. m. we observed a knoo 
running furiously towards us pursued by a dog, 
which was close to its heels, gtnd followed by 
some Matchappees at a little distance. When 
passing in the most stately and spirited manner 
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sssta^sssssaBsssssssssssaiassammmBmmmmmmmmmmmmma^^ 
about a htindired yard& in front of the wagigons^ 
one of our people^ from bdiind a bush, fir^d; 
off a musket containing an iron bullet, which 
histan^ly broke his neck bone/ and laid him dead 
on the ground. In a moment all were assisting 
to skin and cut him up. Our people having cut 
off the two hind legs, gave the skin and the rest 
of the carcase to the Matchappeeswho were pur- 
suing the animal, and by whose means he had 
come in our way. On hearing this, they began 
serioiudly to dispute \diat proportion each sIkjuIcJ 
recfeive; and so earnest were they in this dis^ 
pute, that not one of them seenied to observe the 
departure of either us or our wagons. 

We passed two great nests on a tree similar to 
that which I have mentioned in my former 
journal.* My Hottentot driver, not having seen 
such nests before, jumped from the waggon to 
examine them. He soon returned, and said that 
one of them had eighteen holes by which the birds 
entered. 

. Pelangye, a Matchappee captain from Old 
Lattakoo, with his* wife and little daughter, tra* 
veiled in our company to the Mashow ooubtry. 
Hifi wife, to protect herself from the sun, madei 
use of an umbrella^ so well constructed of dlirk 

II 1 1 1 in M n ■ ■ I ■ ' . ! •' ' ■ i i . 1 II • I I » 

* Travek ia South A&ica, p, 405i 
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brown ostrich feathers^ that at a little distance it 
resembled the common umbrella of Eilgland. 

■ .' j 

^ Salakootoo, uncle to Mateebe, is considei^d 
by every one as • a man of lio principle, so that^ 
in speaking of some bad character, the Mat- 
chappees who travelled with me described him 
as another Salakootoo. The king himself speaks 
as contemptuously of him as any one. Lately a 
person came to the king,- complaining against 
Salakootoo, that he owed him a debt which h^ 
would not pay^ The king whispered to him that 
he should go to the place where his uncle's cattle 
were kept, and seize as many as would be suffi- 
cient to pay the debt, for he could not help him 
in such a matter. 

- After travelling six hours among trees and tall. 
grass, we passed a lake of brackish water, -of 
which the oxen drank but little. Another hour 
brought us to a dry lake called Choo-y-ing^ neaf 
which is a spring of good water, where we halted 
at four p. M. This lake is about four miles in cir- 
cumference; the bottom consists of white clay, 
and at a distance resembles salt. On its side 
are six or seven large and deep holes, dug by the 
natives, containing water covered by green vege- 
table substances, under which the water tasted 
tolerably well. Flocks of quachas, springboks, 
and other wild animals, were feeding quietly 
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araimd it. When it was almost .dark,, our sis 
sheep took fright and fled, and all our HotteQtote 
and Matchappees hastened after them» but re- 
turned without having been successful. . 



Though, the Matchappees had travelled on foot 
about; thirty miles, yet at midnight they: were 
talking round a fire with as much spirit as if it 
had been mid-day. From the > information. I rcr 
ceived, it seemed probable that all of them had 
committed, atrocious deeds to obtain cattle, ahd 
that they felt, like Cain, as if an avenger was 
at . hand. On a journey, therefore, they are 
afraid to sleep till daylight approaches. .It. is a 
fact that they were more afraid of the different 
nations to which we were going than ourselves. 
Nor perhaps were their fears, on the present oc* 
casion, altogether groundless, as our waggons and 
oxen were likely to excite the covetousness df 
savages. Indeed it is always the safest method 
for a person to travel in uncivilized countries 
with nothing more than he can carry about him. 

I 16th. At daylight we recovered the strayed 
sheep, but found that our two horses and three 
of the oxen were missing, and some > of the 
people were gone in search of them. . - •. . 

Tattenyana, daughter to Pelangye, the Old 
Lattakoo captain, though only seven years of age, 
instantly on my getting out of the waggon came 
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begging for ssuff, and their for the bfuttons of my 
coat, that she mig^ hang them to her ears.. 
When I expressed a wish, to take her with me ta 
England, that she might receive educaticav hev 
father said he loved her so much that he would- 
not^part with her far twenty oxen ; but in a time 
of scarcky be oflfered one of his children to the 
Misfiionarira on the condition of siqxporting her 
witb food. The child of a servant they would 
part with for a trifle. 

A captain, when his son id but a few years old, 
generally selects the son of a servant about the 
saiae age^ and who is likely to be of the same 
stature, that they may grow up together as 
friends. The lads thus elevated from servitude^r 
when they become men are often permitted by 
their master to wear a c^tain's ornaments for a 
few days; and should they perform a particular 
feat on any of their commandoes, they are allowed 
to speak at their public meetings, but are not 
permitted to make any motion^ They generally 
take the side of Mateebe at public meetings, en- 
deavouring to defend him from attacks made in 
the speeches of the captains, whom they are at 
liberty to designate as fools. They have liberty 
also to speak against, as well as in favour, of any 
of their customs. 

While Munameets was sitting in the tent in 
the morniiig, one of his Matchappees catne to the 
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teiit?dQpr> \f^i^ they sai^tod. leacU othei; with 
" GroQid faanung" in, the Dutch l^mguitge, » custwi 
which is gaining ground among the^i* 

By ahawiiig a little att^ti<m to TattenyEna^ 
idle «fK». bocBQi^ my friend, wd. followed me 
wherever I went, taking hold of nny coat orhsoid* 
At teiigth ^e ventured to mouQt the front of my 
waggon while I was reading, and to lay herself 
down QH thQ board which I used for a table. She 
eould not conceive why I continued so long 
sil^tly looking at a book, and seemed to think I 
was dulL She then laid herself down on th? 
board, using my book for a piUow, and having 
no idea that the intervention of her head would 
impede my reading. Becoming tired of her si- 
tuation, 9b^ a^ked ibr some snuff, which revived 
h^ spirits, and. she made use of every littki 
art to prevail on m^ to part with two buttona 
for her <^s. The manners of this child, resem^ 
bling so e^Qtly what one would expect from a 
European child of her age placed in similar cir- 
cumstanp^, injclined. ms to describe them thus 
minutely. 

At eight A. M. the twah((KSQ9 wwe. l^rought back^ 
and at nine a. m. newi9 came thatth^.^earcliu^rs had 
fidlen in with an ox that bad been toi^ to pieoea 
by lions, which was rath^ unple,9sant information, 
as we had not a spare one to supply its place* 'm 
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the wagg(ms« The people, soon afterwards- re- 
turned with the two oxen which they had found, 
and with the parts of the slain ox left by the lion^ 
We found by the foot-marks that two lions had at 
tackled the poor animal under the same tree wher« 
I had stood for some time the preceding afternoon^ 
while waiting for the coming up of the waggons^ 
One of them had laid hold of the ox by his mouthy 
the marks of his great tusks being visible above 
and below it, the other lion seizing him behind. 
When they had dispatched him, it was evident 
they had pursued the other oxen for some time^ 
but without overtaking them. The lions had 
been very voracious, a small part only being left 
of the mangled carcase. 

At three p. m., all being ready, we proceeded on 
the journey. Tattenyana, without any invitation, 
had mounted on the waggon to get a ride, but, in 
eoni^uenceof its jolting, she held fast with both 
hands, and often said something with a serious 
countenance, which I could not understand; 
however, on my saying to her, in the Bootshuana 
language, sinkly^ mwnaise-^^jmej good, she gave 
ine a gentle slap, and shook her head. In about 
an hour, the waggon happening to halt, she leaped 
out, and ran forward to her parents,, from whom I 
learned, through an interpreter, that sheisaid to 
Ihem, she Was afraid of the wagg<m, it jumped so 
much. , . 
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r At five P.M. we saw. the mountaios of M^a* 
peetzee about forty miles to the south. At six 
p. M. we halted at a. thicket of trees called Mour. 
tufttzepe, from a river said to lie to the eastward; 
which signifies S^ngbok leg. Although there was 
lio watery we thought it best to remain on this 
spot during the night, travelling in the dark being 
dangerous, firom pits, lions, projecting limbs of 
trees likely to carry away the roof of the w^t 
gon, and firom high ants' nests as hard as a rock, 
Tvhich would probably overturn it. 

The sheep had got a strange habit of rushing 
suddenly from the waggons the instant they, 
halted, notwithstaikling every preoaution 4ised 
by the Hottentots and Matchappees, and would 
run a mile before any one could overtake them. 
On being brought back they would immediately 
rush forward in another direction ins{Hte of every 
exertion, made by at least a dozen men. They 
wereat length seized one after another during an^ 
hour's struggle, and made fast, as well as the 
^xen, to the iiraggons. 

Being surrounded by plenty of fire-wood, from 
the decayed trees of other times, we soon had 
three large fires ; a venerable mimosa, the trunk 
of which might be two yards in circumference, 
protected us from a cool eas]t wind. Having 
plenty of flesh, the Matchappees were in sucli 
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i&gh sptf ite tiikl i ^fUs induced to compare tkeir 
combmed rodSbr^tats to the trproiar i^hidi pte* 
vailed ift tkfe slrefetfe of Parig, during sotoe of tkt 
revolutionaiy mas^df ^s. Many ctf them ap^^eared 
to foil of rage, that a stranger would have ex- 
pected every Bioment to see them i^fo eat^h 
j^iiier with their assagais, or ^te^ve one itiK>thet 
down with their battlC'-axes. Inquiring ^ )^0 in-^ 
terpreter, at the height of the nptofef , tbe suh^t 
c^ dispute, he carelessly answered, it wias only 
about the best way to travel on the morrow 
in order to obtain water. This disagreeable 
ik^ene continued till after midnight, when ^ome 
of them fell asleep from fatigue, while others 
became silent from the effects of thdar Violent 
exertions. 

An address, after the reading of pai^ of the 
Scripture, was given every evening to the people 
through the medium of the interpreter ; the sub- 
ject of the former night was on the reserablanee 
6f human life to a journey ; and this etening f 
explained the necessity and titilit^ «f tt teveldtidiri 
from God. 

ittappening t6 say to Munameets that we mtistf 
purchase an ox from the Tammahas, to replace 
the one killed by the lions, he told us in the 
evening, while sitting by the fere, that his fefe'art! 
was soref [or something troubled him. J feMfig* 
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asked the reason, he said it was because we 
intended to purchase an ox from the Tanunahas, 
which would spoil the market, for we should 
give tiiem too many beads. We told him he 
should foe mtmsted with the bargain. Tlus 
information completely satisfied him. 

This day a Mashow woman joined us to travel 
under our protectMi. 

17tfa. That w% might remain during die Lord s 
Day newc water, we left Moutuatzepe at half 
past six: a. m. and in an hour and a half halted at 
a pool called Massetawche, signifying Gaiaed 
the Dispute. Before sunrise a lion came near 
the waggons, and after roaring a few times went 
awiay. 

During the former part of the journey from 
Old Lattakoo the trees were all of the camel* 
thorn, the prickles of which are thick and short ; 
the grass was tall and coarse, and the soil re4< 
Now, the prickles of the camel*thom wer6 long 
and thin, and the tree approached nearer tQ 9 
bui^ than the otibers, though both are mhnosas ; 
the grass possessed a more delicate texture, and 
the mould appeared to be of a pale or ydkrw hue. 
We found on this spot three pools, the watfer ^ 
which, though muddy in appearance^ tasted welt; 
Therm. 80. 
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Mareesse, son-ia-law to Mateebe, came to Ijie 
waggons from attending cattle in the neighbour- 
hood. He belongs to Mahoomoo-Peloo's people 
at Old Lattakoo. When he married Mateebe s 
daughter he was desirous of leaving his formes 
connexions, in order to join his father^ in-law at 
New Lattakoo ; but Mahoomoo and his captains 
would not consent, threatening to seize his cattle 
if he left them. On Munajmeets and Mareesse 
meeting in the tent, the former, with much 
gravity, gave a minute detail of all that had taken 
place during the journey, such as, what animals 
had been killed, the devouring of our ox by two 
lions, &c. The other then related his adventurer 
in fiew words* 

Having quitted every beaten path, I found tjie 
jolting of the waggons so great that it was 
impossible to read, 

Munameets came into the tent at night and 
asked for the interpreter, by whom he toldua 
that he was a stranger to the country beyond 
Ae Tammahas, who were the people we next 
expected to reach. At the time he engaged to go 
with us he- undertook to be our guide to tilie 
Marootzee, the most distant nation we propoiied 
to mit. After leaving Lattakoo he informed us 
he did not know the way farther • than Mashow> 
l^e next natioti to the Marootzee, ^^ at thi$ 
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time he declared that he was a stranger to all 
beyond the Tammahas. We could not exactly 
conjecture his object in all this varying, — 
whether he was afraid of the dangers attendant 
upon such an expedition, or was apprehensive 
that their trade would be injured. 

18th, We left Massetawche at seven a.m. 
and travelled among tall grass. From Lattakoo 
we had been generally ascending, but at eight 
A. M. we began to descend, the descent continuing 
as far as we could see to the eastward. We 
were exceedingly glad to come in sight of four 
long and low hills which gave a variety to the 
scenery. Their names were, 1st. Masloora- 
mash; or, the Fat of Milk, or Butter; 2nd. 
Mahoosanne ; 3rd. Lematee ; 4th. Mashow. Few 
trees were in sight.. On reaching water at eleven 
A.M. we halted; it was a small pool of white 
water, yet well tasted, lying in the middle of a 
plain, and surrounded by the above-mentioned 
hills. 

Wishing to be informed respecting the history 
of those who travelled with us, we invited Mu- 
nameets and Sedrass the interpreter into the 
tent. The feebleness of their intellects was most 
evidently exemplified; frequently they could 
nether answer yes, nor no, to the simplest ques- 
tions. For example, if they were asked whether 
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Mallayabang or Mateebe commanded on such 
and such an expedition, they first gave a long 
introduction, and then stated a variety of cir- 
cumstances which took place, and after all this 
we were left to discover who comraandied. When 
Munameets mentioned something regarding Mak- 
abba, he expressed fear lest the spirit of M ak- 
abba should hear what was said of him, and 
should bewitch him. 

It is the custom of a species of ants, in that 
part of Africa, to plaster many brancheis of 
bushes with red earth, which produces a singular 
appearance, and must be effected by great 
labour. 

Ileal Bushmen do not ascend in those parts so 
high above the Great River, but there are a 
mongrel race, called Bootshuana Bushmen^ 
Vhose little kraals were scattered over the coun- 
tries. As- we went along one of these was sefen 
by our people, but they could not prevail on him 
to approach the waggons. Therm, at noon 75. 

On departing, at three p. m., Munameets ii%- 
formed us that, as there were now ho foot-paths, 
and as he had nokiiowledge of the place where 
we should next obtadn water, he could not under- 
take to be in this respect our guide/ but pur 
people. Tie said, must search for pools. Aftfer 
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we bad quitted the law .bills, the land in every 
direction before us appeared as level as the ocef^fh 
All the trees were left behind, and 9ur:tmvelling 
was among tall bushes, which gradually decrea^e^ 
in size, till few appeared more rtbtin twp feet in 
height, and even these were widely scattered. 
During the afternoon there was a severe thunder 
storm with much lightning. The pepple saw $p 
many foot-marks of lions, that notw:ith3tanding 
their expertness in such matters they.QOuld not 
ascertain their number, Munameets proposed 
halting half an hour.before sunset without water; 
however, we pushed forward until six p. m. when 
we reached a deep hole whi<^ contained water, 
though inaccessible to the oxen. It was but a 
few yards from the bed of a river which only 
runs during the rainy season. Its bottom is broad 
and covered with tall grass. 

19th. Several Uons • disturbed us fey t)ieir rqar- 
iag around the w^gQns d:uring the night. J was 
itwakened by the oxeji tied to n^y >vaggon taking 
fright, and almost overturning it. We departed 
at eight p. m., and about half-past nine came to a 
pool of white watef, which affofld^d refpeshing 
dra^h^s to our oxen. :The fir^t part of the stage 
was amosg low bashes, whose leaves were ti^e 
colour of verdigrise, m^ .kijirree tr^es, -gt'oivi^ig 
abodit: fifteen feet «n he^t, 9»d^ mu^h re^^nbliqig 
stunted wiU^ws. The leaves send ferth an tagr^e* 

l2 
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able smell, and the timber under the bark is the 
colour of mahogany. At eleven a.m. we entered 
upon an extensive plain, to which there was no 
visible end, covered with long grass. The sum- 
mit oif a low hill to the N. E. gradually rose into 
view as we advanced, but the whole scene had a 
dull, uninteresting appearance, except when flocks 
of quachas, ostriches, knoos, springboks, harte- 
beasts, &c. presented themselves to our view. 
Our people shot one beautiful quacha, striped 
black and white like the zebra. The Matchappees 
skinned and cut it up in a very short time. Of 
its flesh they are extremely fond, but of its en- 
trails much more so. Last night they ate two 
large potsful of quachas' flesh, and this morning 
three potsful. 

At two p. M. the thermometer rose to 86 : in 
consequence of the heat we halted at the side of 
a lake, when one of our people brought down 
four wild ducks by one shot, and another found 
eight Muscovy ducks' eggs, as large as those of a 
turkey. A long, low hill was seen to the S. E., 

A hord of Bootshuana Bushmen soon visited 
us, consisting of eleven men, eleven women, seven 
boys, and three children. They are subject to 
Mateebe, and bound to bring to him all the jack- 
als* skins they can procure; all other game they 
may use as they please. Two of the men had 
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lost their right eyes. They professed to be totally 
ignorant of a God, but the interpreter being out 
of the way, little information could be obtained. 
On presenting them with some tobacco and 
quachas' flesh they soon left us. 

While we were viewing a very bright ring 
which encircled the moon, Munameets informed 
us that the Bootshuanas called it the moon 
holding a meeting, for in all their meetings they 
either sit in the form of a circle or semicircle. 

The lake called Manapanne contains, like 
most others, white water, or water mixed with 
white clay, which, notwithstanding its appearance, 
has an agreeable taste. This lake is upwards of 
a mile in circumference, but shallow, and seems 
to be much frequented by wild ducks and other 
fowls. It probably has no spring, but is merely 
collected in the rainy season. Though the Bush- 
Uiens' kraal was about two miles distant, we dis- 
tinctly heard them after sunset, singing, dancing 
and clapping hands. 

The Matchappees having greedily feasted till 
nine at night on the entrails of the quacha, and 
having still a large potfiil of flesh on the fire, 
were asked if they intended to eat that, before 
our departure in the morning ; they laughed and 
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said tliey intended to eat it now, after which they 
should all sleep as sound as wolves, 

20th. Early in the morning, and while yet 
dark, I was suddenly awakened by a tremendous 
clap of thunder over the waggons, which also 
irouSed the dogs add made them bark with ve- 
hemence. At seven a.m., we left Manapanne 
Eak^, and trsevelled over an extensive plain, 
without any rise, and destitute of eithser tree or 
bush ; however, it was reildered interesting by 
the variety of game of different descriptions 
which we saw upon it. We met with several 
pools of water, and the grass around them was of 
a greene? hue than any we had previously passed. 
The rains in this part of Africa are not periodical, 
as in most other parts, but fall at all seasons in 
the year; the grass, however, being sour, our 
oattle would hardly eat it ; though very green, it 
feels hard, as if destitute of moisture ; but it must 
be relished by the wild animals, which resort to 
this part of the country in such vast number^^ 
At eleven a.m., we halted at a lake <!alled 
Chu-y-ing Mirebooh, in the vicinity of which are 
two low hills; and a few miles to the north is a 
higher hill, covered with wood, and with a sort 
of bush called mayaria-mabere, or two-heads. 

After breakfast I visited the lake, which ap- 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



April.] MERI^HWHEY. . jgj 



pct^s to be about five or six miles ift circum- 
ference. The water was. as salt as lie sea. 
Around it lay abundance of blue stone, fit for 
building, and capable of being easily split ijuto 
slatea, for covering the ropfe of houses. There is 
also plenty of soft lime&to»e. About a buncjred 
flamingoes stood in the water, near the place 
where we were, aud smaller parties of them were 
scattered here and thei:e, over the lake;. They 
bad a very singular appearance, as they remained 
almost motionless; and, from the great length of 
their legs, stood high out of the water. Occa- 
sionjally they picked up something from the water, 
or the bottom, but I could not perceive what it 
was. They allowed us to approach very near, 
without discovering the smallest timidity. Flints^ 
of mai^y hues lay scattered over the beach; white, 
red and yellow werQ the most numerous. 

That we niight remain at Manapanne, the 
Matchappees tpld us yesterday that no fire- wood 
^ould be fou^4 ^t this place, instead of whicliL 
we found it plentiful. Lying is nothing in their 
estimation, if, by means of it, they can gain their 
point. Tbey now wished to remain by the lake 
all night, but we discovered their obj^^ct was 
merely to have time to ^t up their quacha fiesli» 
that they might have some plausible reason for 
l>^ggii)ig Qtt^^r llesh from the Tammahas. ^Ifish- 
ness is the grand moving principle with them in 
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all they do; a generous act is rarely to be found 
among them. Therm. 65. 

We left Chu-y-ing Mirebooh at four p.m., and 
entered upon another extensive plain, also with- 
out tree or bush, and which seemed to be only^ 
bounded by the horizon. We passed three pools 
of water, and, as we travelled at random, simply 
keeping in the direction of north-east, it is pro-'* 
bable that the plain abounds with similar pools. 
Many quachas and knoos were seen grazing 
around. The day was cold and gloomy, much 
rain fell at a distance, and vve had three showers 
during the day. As usual, we had nnich lightning* 
in the evening ; indeed, the lightning is so com- 
mon, that the evening seems dull that is without 
it. About sunset, observing some bushes to the 
eastward^ we made towards them, and there we 
remained for the night. They screened us from 
the wind, which blew very cold from the N.W. 
On halting, Munameets informed us that his dice 
said theTammahas would, to-morrow, give us a 
fat ox to eat. Should the gift be realized, instead 
of being eaten we thought that it ought to supply 
the place of the ox devoured by the voracious 
lions ; which, of course, would be a great disap- 
pointment to these Matchappee flesh-eaters. 

2lst. Went forward at nine a. m. On clearing 
the bushes where we had halted we entered an- 
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other extensive plain, without tree or bush, and 
also bounded only by the horizon, but a percepti-^ 
ble rise in the plain concealed the country to the 
N. and N. E. At noon we entered a wood of long- 
thomed mimosas, in which the Matchappees 
began collecting fire-wood, a sure sign that they 
expected soon to reach Meribohwhey. The ap-' 
proach was pleasant from the diversity of plain and' 
bush ; and the sight of Tammaha cattle grazing 
here and there. We passed an extensive lake of 
several miles circumference on the right, the water 
of which was much concealed by the reeds and 
rushes which grew in every part of it. A heavy 
fall of rain also made it difficult to get a view of 
the surrounding country. At length we cleared 
the wood and entered what resembled an exten- 
sive English common, when we observed scores of 
women and children running with all possible 
speed from the corn-fields to witness the novel 
sight of travelling houses, or waggons. They all 
kept, at a respectful distance, except a few boys 
who had the boldness to approach within twenty 
yards of the waggons; for boldness it certainly 
was when all things are considered. The motion 
of the wheels appeared the chief attraction, and 
proved highly diverting to them. They no sooner 
saw a spoke pointing upwards, than immediately 
its position was reversed ; this wonder they were 
noticing to each other as the waggons went for- 
ward. 
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Qn, drawing neitr to th^ town, a great number 
of the inhabitants came rushing forth armed with 
i^pears, battle-axes, and long sticks, wearing hairy 
tUdn caps, skin cloaks, and sapdals, and all of 
them painted red. Altogether they presented a 
fi^ightfiil appearance, though, they certainly came 
to us as friends. After some salutations we all 
walked into the town together, and, by their 
directions, our waggons were brought into an 
iuclosure near the chief entrance, about three p. m» 
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In a few minutes after our arrival in the eluef 
town of the Tammahas, upwards of five hundred 
persons, of all agea> assembled in rows pppoeite 
the waggons. The two or three firont rows sat ou 
the ground, that those behind might have a disr 
tinct view of us. After Standing before then^ 
about half a» hour to gratify their curiosity, I 
walked forward to some children wha were sitting 
in front, but the instant they perceived my ap- 
proach they fled to a considerable distance. Not 
one of the others even smiled at their terror. 
Observing little Tattenyana near m^ I took her 
by the hand and walked with her towards some 
other young people. Seeing that she wa9 of the 
same colour and dresB with themselves yet walk- 
ing familiarly by my side^ they were embold^ 
ened to keep their place, and allowed me to touch 
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each of their heads, but the gravity of their 
countenances indicated considerable perturbation 
within. 

We formed our three waggons into a triangle, 
and placed the tent in the centre, the erection of 
which excited great astonishment. A house to 
be erected in five minutes must have appeared to 
them, until then, impossible. Not one of the na- 
tives ventured near our tent till worship in the 
evening, when it was not only filled by them, but 
many sat in rows opposite to the tent-door. 
Knowing their murderous character I addressed 
them from Gal. vi. 10. " Let us do good unto all 
men." They sat patiently and seemed to listen 
with attention — every thing was novel to them, 
the things seen as well as the things said, the 
tent, table, candle, singing, prayer by our inter- 
preter in their own language, all seemed to in- 
terest and surprise them. In no part of the jour- 
ney did I more earnestly desire the presence of 
the firiends of Missions than at this time to be 
witnesses of the scene. 

Munameets came into the tent with the inter- 
preter in the evening. On seeing the two come 
in together I expected that something of import- 
ance was to be communicated. He told us he 
had heard we intended to visit Sybiriell's people, 
a nation to the eastward of the Tammaha, after 
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we had been at the Marootzee. He added, as he 
had the charge of us, he thought it proper to say 
that he did not think it safe for us to visit that 
people. If we were determined to go on our 
return from the Marootzee, he would not go with 
us, but return to Mashow, and there wait our 
arrival. He then told us there was no end to 
nations in that direction, that they had nothing 
else to do but to kill one another, and therefore 
he thought they stood much in need of the word 
of God. He then expressed sorrow that his na- 
tion should be the first to hear the word of God 
in that land, and that he himself should neither 
have ears nor heart to understand it-— and he 
was sorry that, though he assisted by this jour- 
ney to carry the gospel to other nations, he him- 
self remained without heart and ears to under- 
stand it. 

The Tammahas are said to have murdered 
two white men, many years ago, who had fled 
from the colony, and took refuge among them. 
During the evening it rained much, attended with 
loud thunder. 

The rain having lasted the whole night the space 
round the waggons was in a complete puddle 
in the morning, so that, merely in passing to and 
from the tent, it was necessary to wade above the 
ancles. 
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We had a meeting with the principal men 
Bfter bmakfast^ at which we learned that the 
King^ name wasLeebe ;-— Queen^Mosueywey ;— r 
eldest son, Mateebe ; — second son, Moornanzee, 
{or rich in flies.] — Daughters, Tata, [or string ;] 
2. Moctletzee, [or make him ready;] — 3. Moloy- 
amang, [or who had he bewitched.] — His bro^ 
ther's name Maroomo, [or assaigai.] 

The second king, who rules the end of the town 
where we halted, and who is a younger man, is 
named Mahalalewhey, [or scrapings of skin.] 
His fether's name is Sianey. — His brothers, 1st. 
Bawbaw, [or enemy ;] — 2nd^ Moketz. — His uncle 
Mooneinyan. 

The rain pouring down upon the tent where 
we were assembled, the King seriously asked us 
to bewitch the rain, that it might cease. 

Mahalalewhey's sons were— L Scnautyey, [or 
active;] — 2. Seeane; — 3. .'Molehey ; — 4. Muler 
iienya&ney ;«-^. Towey, [or lion.]— -lAnd his 
daughters — 1 . Mamabey ; — 2. Bawbete, [or two,] 

:I stated to t^. meeting my object in visiting 
their ^oontry—rthat it was to infoimrthem of the 
word of ^ God, and to imquire whether, like Ma- 
hoomoo^Peteo, of Old Latakoo, they were willing 
to receive instructors, and to engage forthieir 
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protection* Munaoaeets then dtated hk object i^ 
coming along with ub, and what MissionaiieB 
taught them at Lattakoo* He assured theu diat 
Missionaries would ask lor nothing fr&m tikem lor 
Hieir support^ but would receive what they chose 
to offer them— that they took nothi^ frofid 
people by force ; that thfey Wfere peaceable men; 
and like them, added he, I come peaoeably, I 
have not brought one assaigai with me. Their 
guns are not to kill men, but lions, elephants, 
-rhinoceroses, and game to eat. 

Mahalalewhey spoke first.. He advised us not 
to visit Makabba, for he would do us harm — he 
sard they had much need of the word of God,' for 
they had enemies on both sides of them — that 
they were of the same mind as Mahoomoo-Peloa, 
they woaM like to have teachers sent to them« 

The King next spoke. He appeared to be 
above sixty yeairs of age, very black with a white 
becffd, and much wrinkled — ^he spoke with a tone 
of decision, and like a maiuwio, if he threatened^ 
would certainly execute his threat. He begaii 
by complaining against the Corannas at Mala- 
peet26e, for having, «dme years ago, before they 
iiad a teacher, taken seven pack-^xen and- kiUed 
ins brother. He said he demanded back the cat- 
tle which they had taken, or -he should be re- 
venged on them. Had they takeii nterohaiidile, 
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said he, or only killed the cattle, he would not 
have minded it so much, but killing his brother, 
who was a man, whose life was more valuable, 
and when dead he could not be made alive again. 
He therefore d^gmanded from them eight oxen ; 
seven for those stolen, and one for his brother 
whom they had killed. We promised on our 
return to endeavour to bring the Coraiinas to 
comply with his demand. 

The King next complained of Salakootoo, Ma- 
teebe's uncle, who never visited them but he did 
them some mischief. 

Munameets replied, that Salakootoo was a bad 
man, and never dare go a second time to any 
place, for wherever he went he did something 
bad. The King then expressed himself desirous 
that teachers should coihe amongst them, for the 
bones of the animals which they might throw 
away the children would pound down and eat, 
and the skins of the animals they shot the men 
could eat. He concluded by saying — " All men 
should hear the word of God." 

I then brought forward two parcels, containing 
little presents for the King and the chief captain. 
I opened the king's first, and presented him with 
the articles, one by one. On giving him a white 
night-cap, he inquired the use of it ; when it was 
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immediately put upon his head, and he wof e it 
till the meeting broke • up. On receiving a look- 
ing-glass, he viewed himself long in it without 
showing any signs of emotion. He could not 
conceive the use of the scissars, till I clipped 
off part of his beard, with his own consent. He 
was totally ignorant of the uses of the needles, 
thimbles, pincushion with pins stuck into it, till 
they were explained to him. I had to show hini 
twice how to open the snuff-box which I gave 
him', and Munanieets showed him how to open 
a clasp-knife. The whole company were amazed to 
see how soon a gimlet made a hole through a stick. 
The looking-glass was handed round that all ihight 
view it. A white-spotted handkerchief oh k-red 
ground, seemed peculiarly acceptable. 

Mahalalewhey then said it was their cJustom lo 
get also a present from the guide ; he therefore ad- 
vised me to give Muniuheetsa red handkerchief 
that he might give it to him. I rather demurred at 
this counsel, as I found they were sucfif*6uif^ie 
presents for the chiefs, and had only brwght the 
riuniber. intended for my own lise. Bdwever, I 
promised^o took out fer something to give him 
through Munameets. 

The people asHed Munameets of what animal's 
skin the tent was made. He explained this to 
them, and also the use of every thing within the 
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teHt. They seemed highly diverted with th^ 
use we made oi knives and forks. In conse- 
qnence of the rain, I had put on half-boots : these 
w^e cMften examined lu^i criticised* Therm, at 
noQn 56 ; heavy rain* 

Reflecting on the demsuod of Mahalalewhey for 
a handkerchief, by Mnnameets, as our guide, I 
thought it wght be as well to comply, knowing 
he had power to take it if he chose ; I therdTore 
pre^nted one to Munameets, who seemed well 
pleased, and set off with it dinctly for the captain. 
Having seen a clasp-^kmfe among the presents 
given to the king, Munameets quietly informed m^ 
that he had no knife to eat with, and would be gla4 
to have one. To retain his friendship, I gave him 
(me ; upon which he said, ** now his heart was 
sweet,*' meaning that ha was happy he had got 
a knife. I had no doubt but be had one among 
the presents I made him at Lattakoo^ but it is 
the e^nptaat order of tliie day with Bootshuanas 
to big :if^\ they oan, oft every oocasion. Thouj^ 
one «f1^ 919*1 amiable pf W countrjriiaen, none 
fxcfeeded him in «av^ousness; the acquisition 
^one artiole seemed only to open the way fw 
obtaining another. He knew, and seeMed im^^ 
to forget, that I was obliged to him, which con- 
tinued to the day ^ o«r final sejtwation. 
• /'. 

The rain craning, an opportuity was fffMrdedk 
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for walking round the town. We passed a circle 
often or twelve yards completely covered with 
expiring insects, living bodies about the size of 
a common butterfly, trith large wings a^pproaching 
in size to that of the dragon-fly. The fluttering of 
BO many thousand wings* while the greater part 
of the poor creatures lay with their backs on the 
ground, at first sight had a startling appearance: 
They appeared to be a species of ants, whose 
holes had been inoi^ated by tfaerains, whiich had 
b6 benumbed liiem, that they had only sti^igth 
to creep from theit cells to a little distance. 

23rd« Soon after sumise we happily got oufr 
waggcms dragged from the cattle-yard to a dry 
place, on the outside of the town, which rendered' 
our situation more comfortable. . / 

The chie& came to the test soon after it tiras 
set Up on.dry ground* and toM us they now e^i^ 
{teoted we should begin to exchange beads wfEh 
HimxL. We stated that tcadfe mvA not* the object 
of the visit, but to tell throat the wwd^ of Ood ; 
tiiatf we ffldy wished to piirchase an ox from tfaem^ 
I* wplace^me that had been lulled by Itos^. The 
king then said he expected we should kill some 
qoachas for them to eat, and that we would not 
leftve them so soon as we said* He was inforaied 
ttkU the rain had prevented our men from killing 
quachas ; that we could not afibrd to stop long in 
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every place, and that it was our intention to spend 
the sdbbath at MaJsUow. JVluoameets, intent upon 
a fat cow, which the king had presented to us for 
slaughter, (and being jejiloust lest our taking it 
to Mashow might prevent the king there from 
giving us one,) said he could, not travel with us if 
it'rained. We as^uredhim if it rained we had no 
more inclination to travel than he had. 

i 
Whil6 we remained: in the dif ty c^ttle*placev 
none came near us, exbept the principal men, who 
took their seats within the tent to observe our. conr 
duct at meals ; but no sooner had we removed to 
a cleaner place than we were surrounded by mien, 
women and children, from whence it appeared that 
nothing but the filth with which we had, been en- 
vironed, prevented them from visiting us b^te. 

The king for the first time brought' his two 
wives into the tent and introduced ^m ;:.but they 
appeared chiefly to have eome'to'see ourrtte-pot; 
the feme i of which had ; reached thrai: They 
viewed it with great . attentidn, and expressed 
tibeir astonishment /vbith uplifted ha|ids. . When 
we began our break&st, thfey all .widi4rfw. to 
the outside of the ' door, probably in ct^ptse^ 
quence of a hint firom our Matehuppee inter- 
preter, Where they s$it in row« to witofess our 
procedure, making their remajr)iil vifith deafening 
elevation of .voice. 
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. We intimated to them that,, after the interpfeter 
was ready, we should tell them the word of God. 
In the mean time we took a short walk, during 
which we witnessed two or three vast collections 
of expiring insects, like those Ve had before «een* 
All such as had been able to thrust their heads 
into soft parts of the ^ound appeared in better 
health,, and likely to recover the effects of the 
deluge; and hundreds hltd succeeded, but all the 
others were dead or dying,* 

• On returning to the waggons, I found a gretA 
number of people surrounding them, some of 
whom soon filled the tent, and others sat down 
in front of it; when I stated to them the outlines 
of what is revealed in the word of God. They 
seemed to listen with attention. 

About noon, a party of Marootzee men, on 
their way to Lattakoo, arrived at Meribohwhey. 
One had a large piece of metal resembling silver, 
in the shape of a heart, hanging from his right 
ear, and another wore four rings of the same 

* Their bellies were of a dull yellow, their six legs of the 
same colour, and shaped like tiiose of the butterfly ; the back 
and upper half of the head were brown ; the fore half of the 
head, the two horns and two feelers yellow. Their large wings^ 
like those of the flying ant, were of a dark drab colour, and 
four in number ; only two are noticed when folded, but in mo- 
tion they are easily distinguished. * 
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metal on his wrists. On inquiry, they said the 
metal waa not found in their country, but came 
ffom a nation of white people beyond them, 
which can be no other, I apprehend, than the 
Portuguese on the shores of Mosambique. The 
features of these men differed from any I had yet 
seep, and wore a milder expression. None of 
th^m were smeared with j^int, which gave them 
^n uncommon appearance in that part of Africa, 
where painting the body is so universal. I em- 
braced the opportunity to send by them a letter 
to our friends at Lattakoo, which was the first 
lett§r these people had ever seen, 

A little after sunset, the clouds having dis* 
persed, , and it being moonlight, the natives 
commenced dancing not far from the waggons^ 
This amusement they continued till about ten 
o'clock without intermission. The dance was 
similar to that which I have already described. 

The population of this town may be about six 
or seven hundred. There are two oth^r towns 
under the same jurisdiction, which we did not see. 

Mahalalewhey brought his cion Mateebe into 
the tent to introduce him. He had just re- 
turned from paying his addresses to a young 
woman at a distance, but whether he had been 
successful or not his father did not state; howeverj 
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be had the hnpudence to ask for a thii^i red 
handkerehie^ that it might be given to his son 
as a present. When the eow he had giten n* 
was killed and cut up, he waited to cairry off a 
share of it, as also did the old king, and he de- 
sired Munameets to tell Mateebe of his having 
presented a fat cow to the travellers. Munameets 
got a fore leg for himself and his servants. We 
also gave a portion to the Marootzee people, who 
were strangers, to assist them on their journey to 
New Lattakoo. 

Having understood that Mashow was only two 
hours distance from Meribohwhey, we resolved 
on the morrow to have our morning meeting for 
worship at Meribohwhey, and that for the after* 
noon at Mashow. 

24th. At nine a. m. the tent was filled with 
the principal men, and a numerous congregation 
opposite the tent-door ; when I addressed them 
on the manifestations of God's power, wisdom, 
&c. in his works, by which they were surrounded ; 
of his intimate knowledge of their thoughts, 
words, and actions ; the need which they and 
all nations have of a Saviour; and that God had 
provided the very Saviour they needed. I con- 
cluded by stating that our chief business at Me- 
ribohwhey was to declare the good news unto 
them. The interpreter sat at the tent-door, and 
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repeated in their language what was said with 
an audible voice. It was very gratifying to 
observe the silence and attention that prevailed 
during the whole time. • 
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CHAP. XVI. 



VISIT TO MASHOW. 



At noon, every thing being ready, we took leave 
of the people of Meribohwhey. The chiefs, and 
several hxmdreds of the people, walked by the 
nde of the ^vaggons for a mile and a half, indeed 
V the barbarians showed us no small kindness/' 
They had not long left us, when we were met by 
the son of Maquotoo, one of the principal cap- 
tains of Mashow, with three men, ,who came 
to conduct us thither, our approach being 
known to the inhabitants of that place. Guides 
like these are of some use, but they often, though 
without intention, led us into difficulties ; having 
HO idea of selecting a way for waggons,' they pur- 
sued the paths to which they, had been accus- 
tomed* and which were only suitable for foot- 
passengers. 

We passed extensive fields of Caffre corn, be- 
longing to theTammahas, and then ascended to the 
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summit of a low hill, beautifully decked with the 
long-thorned mimosa tree, from whence we had 
a view of a country, exceeding in beauty any 
thing I had yet seen in Africa. We beheld an ex- 
tensive valley, covered with rich pasture, finely 
interspersed with trees, displaying here and there 
the most delightful verdure. While crossing the 
valley, several Masbav fa£fdsmai ran towards the 
waggons, to gratify their curiosity. On reaching 
the farther side of the valley, we passed over a 
low ascent, between a range of beautiful hills, 
which were adorned with various kinds of treds,. 
tQ timt r^ sinrnoits* The only variety of trees 
Mbe me* ^ith are qd the hills, never in the val^ 
If^. Odl the end of one of the hiU^^ I observied 
sofflftfi mimoaas of a di&rent species, to any I had 
}^e£ate seen; th«y wieie mi in flower, but in seed ; 
the poda wem hmg, and of a dark purple cdoiir. 
The kurree, witih several odier trees unknown to 
ine,. abounded;. Almost every budk s^at forth an 
aKNDBftiic odour, although the seasen of flowefs, in 
1^ latitisde, wa&net yet come. 

Qn reacbMig the sn^mnpt of t)ie Meent, aiK>their 
veltey of «milay beauty, about fi^ miles broad, 
pmseMied itsetf t0 view, bounded by a range 
of picturesque hills, resembling those we ha4 
crossed. In the valley I listened to the singing of 
a bird, whose ftotes resembled those of th^ black- 
bird ift England. This was a rare eecHfrefice in 
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^Q^ihl^m AStmn, vrhere the greatest part of the 
lurda arf ftot muciieal, tbou^ elo^^ in the most 
Splendid attire^ The passage across the range of 
biUs which bounded the raHey to the north ^wm 
very rugged, being strewed with Iso^ge black 
flint stonefi s^id rocks fbsed in the ground, with 
young BximoBaa growing so close tc^ether as not 
to leave room fiir the waggons. However, after 
cutting down a fi^w tre^, and ar^noving some 
large stopes, we surmounted the difficulty. 

From.this pass, we had a view of part of the 
city of Masbow, standing on an eminence which 
was destitute of tree or bush, but covered w4th 
conifields* 

Meribohw}iey, though not so elevated, is simi* 
larly situated, no doubt to prevent enemies ap- 
proaching unseen. After cros^ng a small river, 
which only runs after rain, we ascended towards 
Mashow, from whence its inhabitants soon begim 
to pour forth in crowds tameet us; they saluted 
us as they came near. Hie chief ^s son, and 
those who accompanied him to conduct us to 
their town, had gone forward before to announce 
our approach. The distance was much farther 
than we were led to expect, for we did not reach 
Mashow till five p. m. They led us to an in« 
closure opposite the king's house, where vm 
found King Kossie, his luicle, Matcheelesee, an4 
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many of the principal people, seated in rows, 
within the right side of the gate leading to the 
inckMure, The King and his uncle Mungallee, 
wbo were sitting together, looked at us for a few 
laainutesi,^ after which, they both rose and shook 
haidda, With i$s very heartily. Having seen Kossie 
IMbre at Lattakoo, I viewed him as an old friesid. 
The sq^we soon. filled with men, ^ women and 
children, making a mighty uproar;: After, this 
interview was over, the waggons/ arianged,. and 
the tent erected, we prepared to take some re- 
freshment. Not one entered the teiit, which 
they called a grand house, till after we had dined; 
9. mark of politeniess greater than we had expe*r 
rienced in any other place. After dinner, Kossie 
and others paid us a visit, when Munameets 
gave them an account of our jbijmey. A meet- 
ing with the king and his chief captains was 
thpn fixed for the next day, that I might have 
an c^portunity of stating the object of my visit. 
On the party leaving the tent, the king's mother 
was introduced; she was the widow of the late 
king of Mashow, and sister to Sibinell, King of 
Yattabba. 

On stepping from the tent, a little, smart4ook« 
ing wpman introduced herself, telling us, by 
means of our interpreter, (who said he did not 
understand her language well,) that she belonged 
to a nation to the N.E., on the side of the Great 
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Water, where people sailed in boats/ and had 
white houses. '. I was sgrry our interpreter could 
not :fuUy understand herV being anxious to obtain 
information, wjuch she iW»S evidently capable of 
giving; she appeared to be a clever woman', 5f 
abciut fifty years of age. . , . 

At. sefven p. m., after our people had sung an 
hymn,' I ^ve an address to the king, chiefs, and 
many others, oh the being of a G6d ; His per- 
fections, as manifested by his mighty works that 
surrounded them. I spake concerning the nature 
and evil of sin, and described the love of God in 
sending his Son to save mankind from it, &nd 
the train of evils attendant upon sin. I also ad- 
dressed them upon several other topics, in as few 
words as I was capable. After explaining the 
nature of prayer to God, Sedrass the interpreter 
offered up a prayer in their own language. 

Munameets and his servants, though he had a 
sister and other relations in the town, slept in 
the public inclosure. It is not the custom of 
those nations to give lodging to any visitor, they 
are always directed to the inclosure, where they 
make a fire and sleep around it ; they also often 
remain a whole day after their arrival before they 
are offered a morsel to eat. 

The king mentioned that he had been twice 
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attacked by the Wanketzens, under Makabba, 
6f vhicfa he odmplaiiied ; but as they also attack 
others, yrhm they think there is a prospect of sUc- 
eesSi there could not be any just cause for com- 
plaint. Indeed it appears that all the nations in 
this land of strife and blood watch for each other, 
and seize the first opportunity that may occur to 
attack and carry off cattle. Nothing but the 
histructioki of Missionaries will prevent the con- 
tmuance of this system of depredation. 
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INTERVIEW WITH THE KINO OF MASHOW ANB 
HIS CAPTAINS^MISCELLANEOUS INCIDKNtTS AT 
MASH0W«^CUST0M9» &c. 

April 25. 

I Addressed the people on various scripture 
topics, and, after worship, had a meeting with 
Kossie and his chief captains, to whom I stated 
the object of my visit, wishing to knot^ if they 
were desirous that white men should reside 
amongst them, in order to teach them those things 
of which they were ignorant, especially to ex-* 
plain to them more fully the word of God. I 
referred them to Munameets for information as to 
the manner in which Missionaries had conducted 
themselves for the three years they had Msidftd 
at Lattakoo. 

Munameets then said that the Missionaries gave 
their advice when asked by Mateebe ; hntt when 
people eamfe to them with complaints, they said 
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they were not kings, Mateebe was king, and 
they must go to him ; adding other remarks of a 
similar nature. It is probable that some of the 
old captains had been secretly inquiring of Mu- 
nameets if the Missionaries had interfered in the 
government of the country, which might lead 
him publicly to make the above remarks. 

The king and his uncle Mungallee were silent, 
but an elderly captain made a long speech^ after 
whom two others spoke a little. A tall, venerable- 
looking captain, about fourscore years old, who 
is said to be the oldest captain in that part of 
Africa, came in when the others had nearly done 
speaking. JSvery eye was directed to him; he 
seemed to be the Ahithophel of Mashow, He 
gav^ his opinion in a very becoming maJRner, 
saying, f * That it would be well for them to haw 
such men amongst them, wherefore, bethought 
they ought to accept the offer noMj made." His 
opinion was- definitive ; all instantly assented to 
it. Kossie afterwards inquired if we were satis- 
fifed with the answer that had been given. The 
HaiKiebf the old captain was. Maquotoo, and his 
ftod had formed one of the piarty, which came tct 
meet us on our way to Mashow. 

: Makabba, king of the Wanketzehs, had sent 
a messenger^ two days befi>re our arrival, to.invit^ 
theMmhows^to j<Hnin an expeditidh against 9 
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nation beyond him, which had taken some oC 
his cattle. He had recaptured the cattle, but 
he wished now to execute vengeance on them 
for the aggression. The Mashows refused to 
engage in the expedition, and it is not im- 
probable but they may soon follow the example 
of Mateebe, by relinquishing the commando 
system altogether, for they acknowledged they 
had rather lost than gained by it. Therm. 76^ 
Cloudy. 

We walked on the outside of the town, and 
counted seven or eight villageis around, or rather 
divisions of the place, probably thud separated to 
be near their corn-fields. Ascending two emi- 
nences ta see the extent of their cultivated land, 
we had a view of several hundred acres of Cafire 
com; msmy of the stalks were eight and nine jfeet 
high, and had a fine appearance. 

While walking along the side of a low ,hill,t 
three women approaphed, and called to us to 
stop, that they might get a sight of us. The num- 
ber soon. increased to twenty or thirty. Having 
a magnifymg glass, I let them feel the effects pf 
collecting the sun's rays into a ibcus. All seemed 
todoubt its power, but they, generally screamed 
when they felt the first impression; however, 
they were greatly amused, and evidently viewed 
it as a most mysterious; crpelration. During tlie 
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entertainment, some of^ them said they thought 
we were loyers of mankind. They mimitely 
examined my dress, but were most diverted by 
finding hair instead of wool upon my head/ In 
this country the sheep are covered with hair, and 
the human head with wool. This is, perhaps, 
the most remarkable dii9ference between European 
and African animals, of the same species, that is to 
be met with. Two of the women present were 
by the others pointed out to us as belonging to af 
superior rank. 

Mungalke came into- the tc^t while we were at 
dinner, knelt at the table^ and examined every 
article upon it. He had never seen potatoes,, aikd 
Kossie would not believe that cheese was hard^ 
ened milk. Both of them were acquainted witfar 
salt, but never h^ seen pepper. 

A relation of Munameets, who was well ac- 
quainted with the road to the Maroots^e country, 
consented to accompany us tliither ; but we could 
have doiie without him^ as &e Marootzee ,meu 
whom we had met at Meribohwhey, on their way 
to Lattakoo, had retumad to Ma^how, being 
unable to procure a guide to. that towp. They, 
propositi first to go home, and then, under auit 
protection, to trareft to Lattakoo. 

I was informed that about a day^s joumey t<> 
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the S. E. of Mashow, there is an extensive lake> 
thirty miles in lengths 

The Mashows inoculate in the forehead for tfate 
small-pox j they say« that tk^ knowledge of this 
remedy was derived from virhite men who lived 
to the N, E. They remarked that it did not 
prevent the disease, but made it milder.* 

In the evening we held a meeting with Kossib 
and his uncle Maquotway, his son^ and ^y6]:al 
others, for the purpose of obtaining informatioa. 
The following list of their kingd, in the o^der of 
their succession in the same &mily, was furnished 
by them. The most ancient known to them was—* 

Masseepe, Assiclary, or filth of a tree. 
: Matibuily, Amakop, Amassip. 

Towai, Matibuily, <«c keep the lion near the 
door, or prevent his escape. 

Tdwai. 

Rakloo. 
: Kossie, or elephant's father* 

. Keheelway, the father of Kos^e the present 
king, died a min(»r. His uncle Matchlakoo had 

* When in Cape Town four Bootshuanas, who acoompanied 
us to that place, were vaccinated, and one only, the youngest, a, 
boy of about twelve years of age, took the disorder. This may 
be considered as a decisive proof of the truth of their testimony 
on this poiiit. 

N 2 
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been appointed Regent during his minority/ He 
commanded an expedition against a nation called 
Motsemanyanai, near the Marootzee country, in 
which he and many of the people lost their lives. 
Kossie, not being circumcised, could not assume 
the gofivernment, but his uncle Maquotoo (not the 
oracle of that name) ruled on his behalf till he 
should be circumcised. His younger uncle 
Mungallee, who is a handsome looking man, 
despised Kossie on account of his small stature 
and mild temper, and concluded that his mental 
powers were defective. He therefore aspired at 
the sovereignty himself, and, on the death of a 
rhinoceros, he privately took the brea&t' of that 
animal, which was tantamount to his declaring 
himself king. Kossie pretended not to observe 
it, but soon after, with the advice of some of the 
captains, he seized a number of calves, the pro- 
perty of Mungallee, which he carried off and 
lodged in his own cattle kraal, and placed him- 
self at the door, daring Mungallee to take them 
away. Mungallee, finding upon inquiry that the 
friends of Kossie were more numerous and pow- 
erful than he had supposed, thought it prudent 
to overlook the capture of his calves. Ever since 
this occiirrence the power of Kossie has not been 
disputed. He lately married a female named 
Sekantshai. 

In the morning, while I vras walking on the 
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N.W. side of the town, I counted eleven villages 
or districts, and in the evening, to the S, E., 
eighteen districts ; several of these were not 
inferior in point of extent to the king's. district, 
so that the population may probably amount to 
ten or twelve thousand, and their corhrfields are 
at least twenty miles in circumference. They 
have likewise many out-posts for cattle, at all 
of which there are inhabitants. 

The Hottentots who guarded the oxen during 
the day shot a redbok, and those who went to 
hunt the rhinoceros killed two buffaloes and 
wounded a rhinoceros* One of the men [ Jager] 
nearly lost his life by the latter. Two of those 
huge and ferocious animals came running towaids 
him, when he tried to fire at them, but his piece 
would not go off; he then fled into a bush, and 
was furiously pursued by Que of these formidable 
creatures, which tore up the ground with its 
powerful horn as it advanced. After having en- 
deavoured to strike the terrified hunter with its 
horn, the rhinoceros was compelled, by ^ the vio- 
lence with which it ran, to leap.over the object erf 
its rage, who was thus enabled to effect his 
escape before the irritated animal could stop and 
turn round its huge and unwieldy body. A 
Matchappee wounded two, and, expectingat least 
one of them would fall, he followed them till 



Digitized by 



Google 



1S2 PUNISHMENT [IMe. 

SSSSSSSSSSSS8SS8SSSSS^^ 

nearly s^iaset, when he gave up the chase and 
jceCuflied to the town. 

. When the King was informed of the slaughter 
of .the two buffaloes, it excited in him the 
most unfeigned joy; he said he meant to make 
me a present <rf an ox. As the road was too 
rocky .for the waggons^ he engaged to $end 
pack-oxen in the monui^ for the carcase^ of the 
buffaloes. 

The Mashows calculate by nights, not by day« 
as in Britain; they said it would take six ot 
seven nights to travel to the Marootzee. While 
walking in the town some of the people ad* 
dressed \is by a word; which signified Deaf 
Friejids, A hungry Mashow ran off with tiie 
crease of a redbok that had been shot, but some 
of our Hottentots pursued and caught the thie^- 
and brought back the carcase. 

'- Kossie attd his uncle Mungallee made ub a yaai* 
tsent of two ox^i, as expreirsive of tiieB- gratitude 
for the promise I had given of my endeavour to 
obtain Mssionaries to dwell among them. 

A message came from the King to the people in 
Hie square x^ar the waggons, requirii^ some tutn 
to. dome and assist Mm in punishing a criminah 
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^jir^raj instantly ran to assist, and we followed 
jtbena to a neighbouring inclosure. The yoimg 
inan was laid flat on the ground, and four nae^ 
held his arms and legs; the King stood at his 
head and a servant at his feet, both having large 
whips of the rhinoceros skin, resembling a lady's 
whip in England, but ixearly twice the length* 
With these they scourged his back with great 
Jforce. When he had received a good beating thf 
King was requested to be satisfied. He imme^ 
diately det^isted, and ordered his servant to cease 
bitting also. The young man, on rising^ began t^ 
say ^om^ething, no * doubt on his own .behalf bujt 
he was instantly and severely struck by one <tf 
those who had assisted to punish him; oq atf 
tempting to speak a second time he received thp ^ 
same treatment as before, on which he went 
quietly and put on his cloak. The colour ^f the 
man s skin was neady dark blue, and every strofcp 
Ji^jft a white mark^ sp that almost th^ whole of h|& 
back j^ppeared as if it had been rubbed over wi(]i 
a ahalk stoi^ie* T>e Ki^g retained his ordixuurjr 
p)^id cQui^tenance the wj^ol^ time — 1^ ftppesM^ed 
tp^e perfomjiijg B»€ydy an act of justice. The 
gtyaie w^ stealing a goat. It ;Bust have b^^a a 
summary, business^ for the King was at th^ wag^ 
gons only a short time before it happened. He 
ifiA l^trd the case; piassed judgment, And put it 
in «ac€)ctLtio^ witi^ Mb own hands, all in th^ cwm^ 
qf a. few minutes. 
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These people consider it so unmanly to cry but 
when receiving punishment, that had this person 
done so, it was thought they would have thrust 
their spears into his body. 

The King, on returning with us to the waggons, 
found the pack-oxen arrived with the buffalo 
flesh. On being shown the part which was al- 
lotted for him, he inquired where the paunches 
were for his dogs. Learning that some of the 
people had taken them away from the place where 
the animals were cut up, he first ordered his ser- 
vants to carry home his share, and to make 
ready part of it directly, and then ran off with 
his sambok in his hand in quert of the paunches. 
Therm. 74, 

The manners and customs of the Mashows 
are very similar to those of the Matichappees. 
The houses are built much alike, only at Mashow 
they have in front what, in Cape Town, are called 
stoops or terriaces. They are about three feet 
wide, rallied about five inches above the ground, 
and ornamented by being cut in the fo*m of a 
4ereseent. Like the Matchappees they purchase 
their wives from their parents for cattle. 

We witnessed a woman shaving the head of 
another with a razor shaped like a round spade, 
it was of steel, and had a good edge. She sharp- 
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ened it now and then upon a' skin. The razor 
was purchased for a few beads ; the bargain being 
finished they seemed highly diverted at the oc- 
currence. 

Having looked out parcels of little articles as 
presents to Kossie> Mungallee/and two chiefs, 
both named Maquotoo. The two former came 
into the tent to receive their's. The parcel for 
the King was opened first. Each article was ex- 
plained, and then presented^ which he received in 
silence, without question or remark. The same 
wJas the conduct of Mungallee. I sent the other 
presents to the elder captains, who are more re- 
served than the younger ones, not coming' so 
frequently to see us. 

In the evening the King said he would have 
accompanied us to the Marootzee, were his wife 
not in. child-bed, (during which time it is con- 
trary to their law for the husband to leave his 
wife,) but he would send some of his servants 
part of the way, with pack-oxen to bring back 
wh%t game we might have to spare, for he said 
provisions were very scarce at Mashow. Indeed 
many of the young people were mere skeletons 
from want of victuals. In such a situation it 
would not have been surprising if they had risen 
upon us and plundered us of all our oxen. 
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I beerd of to animal which they ^id not eat 
with a^rdish, even in a state of absolute putridity • 
j^phe^nta, rhinoc^oses and quachas they con-r 
sider delicious food. The king reminded us thalt 
we must not forget to send him some flesh. 

I addressed thm upon the consequ^oe^ re« 
sultiug from the apostacy of man from Grod> and 
Christ's having CQme td restore to man the bless-^ 
edaess he had lost* I explained to them that 
d^^th Was not the result of witchcraft but c^ sin^ 
and by the appointment of God. I forewarned 
ihim of the general and final judgment, and of the 
^[idless happiness of the ri^teous and the misery 
pf the wicked. 

I then expressed my gratitude for the friend- 
ship! had experienced from the inhabitants of 
Ma^how, and assured them I should always be 
glad to hear of their peace and prosperity. My 
address was listened to with attention. 

The Captain of the Marootj^ee people who were 
to return with us, came with some tobacco in a 
$hia, to exchange for a piece of flesh for himself 
and people to eat, for he said there was nothing 
to be had at Mashow. We gave him a piece of 
buffalo flesh, and desired him to retain the to- 
bacco. He came afterwards with it to the tent» 
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&6d iiiqmred if w« really meant xtot to td&e it for 
the meat v/e had given. Our generosity on thi$ 
occsafiion seemed incredible to him. JhiB ww 
aiiother proof of the strength and prevalence of 
aelfishness among that people. 

Mungallee came into the t^it^ while \re were 
at supper, and looked at every thing on the taUe 
as a dnld might have been expected to do. K3bx 
giving him bread and cheese,, he held f hem, oa 
the palm of his hand, till he asked childishly if 
he might first take a bit of the one, and then a bit 
of the other. On being answered Yes, he instantly 
put down his head and devoured them with the 
rapidity of a wild beast. His fine figure and 
savage manners exhibited an affecting contrast. 
The crown of his head was covered with wool ; 
a circle was next closely shaved ; then a ring of 
wool, about an inch broad, extended round the 
head; the rest was also closely shaved. The 
woolly part was ornamented with some kind of 
powder, possessing a blue shining appearance, 
mixed with fat and plastered on. It very much 
resembled that of a cast metal stove. His body 
was slightly painted with red ochre, united with 
grease to make it stick. He wore two gilt buttons 
in each ear, which I had given to him. No re- 
spectability is attached to the dress of a man ; 
he wears his ornaments chiefly to please himself. 
However, I have noticed some of the female* 
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who possessed an tincommon number of beads, 
ftc, and seemed to be proud of them, being 
anxious to have them seen by others ', nor is 
there any reason to doubt but that the men are 
actuated by similar feelings. I counted fifteen 
rows of beads round the neck of a young female, 
whose father had introduced her as his daughter. 
He told us she had come from a distant part of 
the town to see us^ Each row was as thick as 
my middle finger. She had five similar rows on 
each arm above the elbow, smaller rows round 
the wrists, and copper ones on her legs. She 
wore a tanned skin cloak ; her woolly head was 
plentifully covered vdth sparkling powder, and 
her skin with red paint. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

DEPARTURE FROM MASHOW -- DESCRIPTION OP 
THE SCENERY ON THE JOURNEY — CUMATEu- 
INTELUGENCE FROM THE MASHOWS— DEPRES- 
SION OF THE IVtATCHAPPEES DURING RAIN — 
PASSED A VILLAGE OF BUSHMEN— PASSED THE 
SITE OF AN ANCIENT TOWN— SLAUGHTER OF A 
RHINOCEROS, &c. 

April 21. 

A.S the greater number of the inhabitants of 
Mashow were employed in milking the cows, or 
driving birds from the corn-fields, we had leisure 
to get every thing in readiness for our journey by 
eight o'clock in the morning. Many, however, came 
to witness our departure. The King, and his bro- 
ther Mungallee, &c. accompanied us to the dis- 
tance of two miles. Shortly after taking leave of 
them we entered a mimosa forest, interspersed 
with kurree and wild plum-trees. The face of the 
country was varied by easy ascents and gradual 
declivities. The grass reached above the bellies 
of the os:en, and there were many beds or thickets 
of yellow flowers, which greatly added to the 
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beauty of the whole scene. As we proceeded, we 
observed some fresh foot-marks of the rhinoceros, 
and also saw a kraal of Bootshuana Bushmen, con- 
taining forty houses, which, allowing five indivi- 
duals to each house, would contain two hundred 
inhabitants. There were only some old women 
at home, the rest being engaged in a hunting 
expedition. 

-fill we had advanced within a mile of the end 
of the forest, the trees were decked with leaves, 
but suddenly every thing wore the appearance 
of winter. The trees were without leaves, the 
branches stripped of their bark, and the grass 
withered. At first we concluded this devastation 
must have been owing to the ravages of the locust, 
btlt we afterwards leatned it had been occasioned 
by a tremendous shower of hail-stones. As for 
as we co'uld see to the eastivard and westward, 
the country appeared in the siatne naked condition. 

•...'I ■ . ■•••..••■ 

On clearing the wood, we entered upon an 
open country, destitute of trees, and almost 
without bushes; but owing to the inequality of 
the ground, our prospect was^very liittited. At 
three p. it. we ^crossed a small river, called* Ma- 
retsawney, whi<;h ran to the N. W. The bed was 
broati, the bottom hollow, and covered with tall ' 
grass ^ndmshes, concealing a considerable qam^ 
tity 6f good wat6r. We halted on the farther 
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side of it. A number of Mashows had felloiv^ed 
us with pack-oxen in expectation of our killing 
elephants^ or rhinoceroses, but none came in our 
way ; indeed we had only seen one steinbok alid 
three hartebeasts, and these were too distant tm 
reach. 

2dth. It had rained during the nighty and: in thd 
morning the^e was every appearance of its cout- 
tinuance. The dimate of the Morolong counjbryrid 
rery different front tfcat of tM niore interior partS! 
of Africa, or of those lying, at a greater distance 
from the eastern and western oceans. In ihemi 
latter thkinder-rshowers seldom Gcmtittue loQEigcft 
than an hour or two; but in the Morok)iig>aQi 
other conntries, towards, the east coasts r9ii%:i^n 
quently continues Sar. whole days, and sometun^fi^ 
for several days together. It. was by nO; qpiei^m 
surprising that we found it so in the trapk w1|)q]^ 
we pursued, ifor we were evidently en the higbesl^ 
gto^nd m that parti)f Africa. The rivers we meif 
Yfiih ran to the west, while those s^ the distance 
of two days' journey eastward ran either £• or 
S. £• Our elevart:ion on the banks of the Maret^ 
sawney also accounted for the cold we expe^ 
rienced during the rain, the thermometer being 
down to 60. 

It ramed incessantly the whole.day» but Uyffvds^ 
evenibkg the <ilOii4s began to separate, which gave 
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US the hope of being able to proceed . on our 
journey in the morning. 

Our Matchappees received intelligence from 
some Mashows during the afternoon, which we 
feared might dispose them to refuse proceeding 
any ferther up the country. The following are 
the particulars : — The King of Marck>tzee's son had 
married a chief's daughter from a neighbouring 
town. A short time after the marriage he had 
gone on a visit to her relations, who presented 
him with a ring upon the occasion. liappening 
to die two days after his return from the visit, 
the. Marootzee attributed it to some evil influence 
in the ring- On this account they made war 
against the nation from whom the ring came^ and 
captured many. of their cattle. Makabba on 
hearing of this, and learning where the captured 
cattle were kept, went at the head of his. people 
and seized them. His son remonstrated against 
thi^ act, saying, *'That he professed to live in 
peace with the Marootzee, with the BK^chappees, 
and with other neighbouring nations, d^ that this 
conduct was not the way to make peace^but war.'* 
These arguments prevailed, and he did not carry 
off the cattle. 

29th. On awaking in the morning, I found the 
rain descending in torrents, and no indication of 
its soon ceasing. Again we found our waggons 
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ijtaj)djffig w a cois^pletis qu^[gntire, so tbat it frM 
qJmg^t impossible to ^9 q{i$ §ftQp 0^m them 
without haying th^ $haes covered with mke^ 
and being on flat ground, in the bed of the river, 
it vf%& iipppj^sible to ^nam olf the M^at^v. The 
lilatchappees who |piad sl^t \n the teajt we?0 
umch 49prc^^d an4 4iBCQuraged^ no people 
being sop^er affected by rain and d^mp thai^ th^y 
are. Their situation ws^ rmd^red n^Qf;e de^ 
pressing in consequence of their having devowec) 
all the stock of flesh> wliich, with ordinary Qip-t 
d^r^tion, ought to have laste4 for foujr o|r five dayg^ 
longer J but eat they will while they have it, 
Y^ithout once thinking from yrh^nce suppli^^ f^x^ 
to come for the future. They all sat in §prroi^u| 
silence, but when I presented them with a little 
snuff their tongues were loosened for a short time. 

One of the flpttentpts said that he Iji^d 
wpu9d^ a hartet^ast on the pre^edipg day, ^^ 
ipras sure it must h^ye died ; but our Matphapp^^ 
would rather rpmain and starve yfi the tfpit th^ 
^o out 14 ttffif rain to search for it. They poni- 
pil^ine^ thkt tl^y jvfse very bijngry, but w^ %fAd 
them they niupt ^^VP it with patience tiU |h« 
T^ was pver, and we had kiil^ some a^lo^ ; 
whiph thi^y cpQsidered poor conso)^t^n, frpp thie 
gloopfy app^ej^rfgoLoe of <f^ weat)ier. 

Observing Ifileinfeld to be withpjit »hoe^, Rpt- 

VOL. I. o 
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withstanding the inclemency of the weather, I 
inquired what had become of them, he answered' 
ttot they had been eaten by thef dogs. 

^he rain having ceased about ten a. m,, we col-^ 
lected the oxen and got them yoked, in order to 
drag the waggons out of the mire. At eleven' 
A^M. they began to' move, and soon got to' higher 
ground, where we had purposed halting ; but, con- 
trary to all expectation, the clouds separated 
and the sun shone forth, so that we were en- 
couraged to proceed on our journey. We soon 
entered a beautiful country, covered with trees, 
but not so close to each other as to impede tra- 
velling or to injure the growth of the grass. 

At two p. M. we passed a village of Bootshuana 
Bushmen, which we visited. Though we had 
Matchappees and Mashows with us, yet they 
were very shy, especially the womein and chil- 
dren; When we were leaving the village, I 
observed three women standing to have a view 
of the strangers as they passed; the courage j^ 
however, of two failing them they ran off. Ta 
the one who had fortitude to remain firm, I gave 
two buttons, which she received with hesitation. 
Munameetsand the other Matchappees observing 
what I had given, grumbled and said, "These 
people were only poor Bootshuanas." Mak- 
-rakkas' son came immediately afterwards and 
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begged buttons* The name of the villa^ci was 
Cheyoo. , , : ^ 

Our shooters met with a dead lion; in the 
posture of crouching as if he had been alive ; 
they shot at him, but observing no motion they 
ventured nearer, and found him dead. Some of 
his hinder parts were torn off, perhaps by the 
wolf. -Turning from him they saw three lions 
cbasing a hartebeast. At four p. m. one of the 
men killed a-fat knoo, about the size of a young 
cow, which caused great joy to our starving Mat- 
chappees and Mashows. I did not recollect 
having seen more numerous droves of large game 
than during this day, stich as quachas, harte- 
beasts, knoos^ &c. Living beyond the range of 
guns, they must be seldom ' molested except by 
lions and wolvesv . The grass was most abundant,' 
higher than the bellies of the oxfen, and green as 
if the season had been spring, instead of the 
d^fiimencement of winter: - We crossed ii riVer 
running to the westward,' called Luchakaney, and 
haltl6d,on 1^ farther side, at five p.m. among 
trees atid long grass. Three Wanketzens> with 
a^ many pack-oxen belonging to Makabba, passed 
us on their way to Mashow* On the whole we 
coimdered our course as descending during the 
stajB^e. - Sometimes the views to the N; and N; Wl 
were v^ry extensive, the whole country appear- 
ing 4o be a boundless forest.- Therm. Ut noon 66; 

o2 
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gloomy, wet, and threatening morning, ai&>rded 
us much pleasure. N<J nation, however, inter- 
vening betwee|i ui3 aod tb^ poLUrderons Waoketzens 
helped to mo^erat^ our joy, and rendered it very 
^9irabl$ to get foprerd to the M^ootzee coui^ry. 

^upi2weet9> some ^Yemap b^pi^, in »latiii^ 
^he history of the e:sp«diti(m3 he had beea enr 
gag€^ in, took ^o notipe of his §ver having killeil 
anypne; but in speaking of the river Luchar 
kaaey, which we ha4 ju^t crossed, he mentipoed 
ft bi^ttle he ^ad bjseji in mmP year^ before^ witib 
a people who then lived up^i^ \t^ banks, and that 
during the contes^t he had killed two men* On 
xny shaking my hand before hifp \n the y^ay of 
disapprobation, as the battle w^ only witb thf» 
view of stefdii^g their cattle^ be only sniil^d-ai his 
not haying told \i b^oj e. 

^ {?0!^?<l^wce of hayiiig plenty |p ^t Wl4 
the fidl mpoQ sjhining brigb^, t^^ Affatohappe^^ 
did not appear like th^ ^E^e pei^son^ they y(^^ 
the preceding eyenipg, yih^u pinchM wttli 
hunger, an^ wheq floods of rjd^ ^gre Mlvm* 
The. Ma^how?, y^jho $^^ ^W^t »a?fe^ftXfiB tO 

^WSf W}S^ ^ ^9 *¥ J^g* ^er^ *P 4»?ft«j»«e4 
by tbe rain aiu^ h^j^^r, tl^t tjh^j l^ft m earfy » 
ibfi niorning, s^i^ ^etuif^e^boi^ei^thenipty 3afik»* 
H^4 t^^Y i^W^^d ofliy ^ f§ii\r bPWS. Iftnger, i^ lA 
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probable they mighf have been indueed to pro- 
fceed trith us a few stages farther* Their returhitig 
without any supply would be a great disappoint- 
meht to Kossie and his t^apt&ina. 

f Wd of the Lattakod Hbtt^ntots, who could 
speak the Bootshuana language, while ^ectrchlnj^ 
for game fell in with a Bootshuana Bushman^ 
whitj ii^uired whd thi^y were; and where tliey 
were going. They told hifn they Wefre going m 
the Mttfootze^ (to tell them the Wofd of God, Hs 
then begged to sit ddwn £ind tell him what it was; 
they did so, when he listen^^ tb their story ap- 
pardntly with deep interest. After they had 
fidished, he said, " That word ought to hate been 
id the eouhtry long ago." 

During the rain a Bootsfaualia had « set^e 
tooth-ache, and one of the Hottentots wnis iU. 

3Dth, The mormh|^ wai^ dettghtfol^ and Usa 
isuntinnding country not less so; We ptoceeA^ 
^t ten A. M. and sodn passed mixiy old cattle inM 
4tlo8ures^ buihof stone^ mme pirts as neatly dotted 
as if they had been erected by Evxbpma wofli« 
ihen. A town had ^idently onte stood on thM 
ispot, and the kraals we sftw had teen aittaehed t4 
the different districts. It a|^peal^ed to ha^e beetr 
tWoimMes in length, and idl conskhdralAe breadtkr 
We also passied two or three trHages'of Bo^fbAsa^^ 
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ana Bushmen, a people ^freatly despised by all the 
surrounding tribes, ' Were Missionari^ to collect 
them into a nation, they would consider it a fdvor 
to be instructed ; while the Bootshuana and Mo- 
tolong nations, having pride of rank, think they 
&te Jdoing: a favor to the Missionaries, when they 
iifiten to their instructions. 

Two hills were seen to the N.E., about twenty 
miles distant. At noon we crossed a small river, 
running to the westward, called the Musaree, 
the sides 6f which were so steep, that we found 
some difficulty in getting the waggons across it. 
Shortly after crossing the Muisaree I had an 
opportunity, for the first time, of seeing the 
rhinoceros. It passed within two hundred yards 
of the waggons ; a few minutes afterwards a man 
came with'th6 infomiation that they had shot one 
in the same direction in which it had run, so it 
probably was the same animal I had seen. On 
reaching the place where it lay, I was astonished 
at its bulk, being eleven feet long; six feet in 
height ; four feet broad, or in thickness ; three feet 
from the tip of the nose to the ears ; length of 
the fore legs two feet; circumference of the upper 
part of the fore leg three feet ; length of the hind 
leg three feet ; and its circumference at the upper 
part three and a half feet ; the circumference of the 
body about eleven feet. The skin was dark 
broSvn, resembling tanned leather, about an inch 
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in thickness, and smooth without hair. ; It had 
.two hwns, the one immediately behind, the oth^^ 
the front horn was about fourteen inches long, 
the other considerably shorter, but those of the 
male are much larger. The sight of so huge a 
^carcase to eat delighted .the natives who were 
with us. Four differeAt parties, ^ who travelled 
with us, began instantly to cut it up, each party 
icarryipg portions to their own heap as &st as 
they could. Some being more expeditious than 
others, excited jealousy, and soon caused a 
frightful uproar. Perhaps twenty tongues were 
bawling out at one time, one of which by itself 
3eemed sufficient to deafen an ox. Not a word 
was spoken in jest, all were deeply serious, 
^me severe strokes with . sticks were dealt 
among them by the leaders of the parties, but in 
the midst of all this hideous confusion, a circum- 
stance occurred which instantly produced uni- 
versal silence. and amazement. A Mashow hapr 
pening to pierce through the animal's side, with 
his knife, the fixed air from the swollen carcase 
rushed out with noise and violence, which spread 
terror, and commanded silence for perhaps a 
minute; they then .resumed the same bustle 9lMi 
uproar. In less than an hour every inch o£ 
that monstrous, creature was carried o£& mi 
nothing, but a pool of blopd left behind. Their 
rage and fary, dliring the struggle for flesh, 
gave them such a ferocity of countenance thsX I 
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could rec<)giiise oiily u few of tli^m, land aotiiaQy 
mqtkii&i if these people beloi^ged to our party, 
joj: if they h^ come from some neighbouxid^ 
kraal. 

From the time of our ieaving Mai&hoiM we wen 
unacquainted with the number of persons Hkttt 
were travelling with us, but this evening the 
cDiUpany halted nearer to each otk^r than usnai* 
There were fifteen fires, around each of whidh 
were little companies, roasting, boilings and de^ 
TDuring flesh witli difegustih^ Toraciousnetot Wt 
counted eiglity-nine persc»is present^ indiidiB^ 
ourselves, but without the Marobtzee party» 
whom we expteted every h6ur to rejoin us finnn 
.M ashow, and which would make the numb^ir 
more than a hundred* 

A little before we halted, we baw two rfain^ 
eerosra running before the waggons. We wounded 
alfio a quaeha^ which was afterwtaurds foutid dead 
by Pf^Iangy^ and his men. TUey endeavourcid id 
i^oneeal thid cirottmsttnce from thfe othenJ The 
fe6t iSi they had overheard our Hotteitots teli uft 
%he evening before that they bad severely 
Wounded a quacha, and that he mu^t have died ; 
but diiyl%ht being nearly w&r, they thought it 
100 late to putfeue him. ^elahgye, atall, pot*te» 
fill maih, who wa^ dlptaiti «f th6 'Matbhappiees 
from Old Lftttakoo, devtr, mA poi5se«se«|[ dfrnuch 
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running, diiipafdi^ d party in dekhih' erf the 
qu^i^a stftet midnight, it foeingf cleal* mobn-lq^t. 
They were s'ucbdssfbl in finding tb^ aifiinal lyis^ 
dead, and, oti cutting it in pieces, quietly btought 
it to theit temporary inclosure, neaiT the waggons^ 
befbn the others Were awake. Howerdr^ the 
others isoon dii^cover'ed what hdd fkkeh place* 

After all had eaten heartily of the rhifaocero8% 
flesh at the fifteen firds, a man from a distant part 
called aloud, so as to be heard by all, owing to 
the siillnesiS of the night, " I smell quacha ff^sh, 
who has it?'* Pelahgye hearihg the questiotr, 
ahd probably knowing that thd business Was dis^ 
covered, immediately answered "We hate gofit.^ 
** Where did you get it ?" ^sked the same inkti 
with a loud voiee. " In the fidd." " Bid you give 
the Makooa-Shou* [the white men] the bullet 
that was in it ?" Had Pelangye acknowledged 
a bullet to have been in it, this would have proved 
that it had been shot, and ought to be divided 
as public property. Perceiving the artfttlness of 
the question, he evaded it by simply answering, 
" We found it dead in the field." " Ay, ay, dead 



* The Bootshuanas call all civilized persons, or persons 
dressing like them, or possessing articles like them, such as 
Griquas and Hottentots, Makooa ; white men they call Ma- 
kooa-Shou. 
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An the field ! Did it die without a bullet r '' There 
«was ho bullet/' . ^* So we ^hall now find quachas 
^ead in the field without bullets ! shall we ?" 
JHere the cohversatioh ended without a direct ac- 
cusation, as the accuser had no proof to adduce 
4;hat(the quacha was shot, it having been icut in 
pieces in the field, and perhaps that part of the 
skin, through which the bullet entered, thrown 
away. However, all heard the conversation, and 
jconsidered the transaction to be a nefarious one. 

* » . ■ 

Our people, during their ranging for game, met 

various parties of children belonging to Boot- 

shuana Bushmen, collecting gum from the mimosa 

tree to eat ; a sign of a scarcity of provisions, 

for, though the gum supports life, they have an 

idea that when taken in quantities it is injurious 

to their constitutions. 
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tHE SABBATH— ARRIVAL OF THE MAROOTZEE, AND 
' SUNDRY OCCURRENCES ON THE JOURNEY FROM 
MASHDW TO KURREECHANE. 

Max ist 
During the night many lions were heard 
roaring around^ and in the morning three were 
seen prowling very near the waggons. The 
shooting of the rhinoceros on the Saturday dis- 
posed all the people to rest with us on the Sab- 
bath without gnunbling. 

Comparatively few would leave the flesh-pots 
to attend the morning worship at eleven a. m. ; 
however all the captains (six or seven) attended, 
but from what principle they, and not the others, 
I could not telL 

Walking to a little distance, I met eight or nine 
small parties of Marootzee from Mashow, who pro- 
posed to return with us to their native town. 
Though tbirty-nine joined us, it was found that 
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th^real cause of their not proceeding to Lattakoo 
arose from the dread of being attacked by the 
Bushmen in that direction. They had not been 
able to prevail on any of the Mashows or the 
Tammahas to accoix^>aay ih%m, wherefore they 
judged it more prudent to wait our return, and 
travel under our protection* 

On meeting them they saluted me with the 
word mmreUa^ then pointing to the flatnei»s of their 
bellies, called out " Hunger !" Perhaps they hfed 
eaten little at Mashow, being a time of scarcity, 
a^d hdd found less upon the road. 

I t^r*^ feorry to l^^ilneafe thd *rant of feeling irt 
our friend Mun&mi^^is tip<in thi^ ddedt^ioa. He 
cdlb^ ihto the tent aiid tdld Us thiat one of tfa^ 
Bftrodttee hkd a bat^lci-aite WhleM he liked, ot 
rather coveted ; that the ^4ki #as willihg tb part 
with it for a piece of flesh; that the flesh of 
whifeh he atid belctigfed to bis pftrty, thit is, to 
hiAis^lf djid \M ^rvanttf ; h« g^d be would gird 
a ^tei;^ «f \At tiieat> but fe^ wished to hid^e d 
ij^wi of diir^d to add to it^ m ordtr to purchase 
the axe. Perhaps he and his few pdople had 
upwards of a hundred and fifty pounds of meat 
exposed to th^ air (rfi ftie tre6S, Wore mx eyes, 
wheti he madfe this tii^tie^. We cotild t^% coiBB- 
t^ahce him in tarking adtaflta^e §f tb«d4^trieg« of 
ftit Marootzeefe< We gave thetti a portion of otir 
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meat, and some of the ojliher parties, imitating 
our example, also gave them a litt\e out of tibeir 
abundance. We resolved that t)ie Marootzee 
should have a good share of the next rhinoceros 
that might be shot. Our number now amounted 
to one hundred and t\^enty eight, all dependant 
OB our powder and lead« and belonging to four 
different ns^tions. 

The legs and feet of the rhinocevos, bp|ng of a 
huge size, require to be cooked in an oven, and 
the following curious method is adopted for the 
purpose :— The ants' nests are composed of .hard 
clay, shaped like a baker's oven, and are fr<»B 
two to three feet in height. Several of these 
were exeavated by the pepple early in the morn- 
ing, and their innumerable population destroyed. 
The space thus obtained was filled wit|i Uglited 
foel, till the bottom and sides became red hot 
within. The embers of the wood were then 
removed, the leg or foot of the rhinoceros in-^ 
troduced, and the door closed up with heated day 
and embers, Eire was also made on the outside 
over the nests, and the flesh was allowed to re- 
main in it for several lu>urs, Fbod cooked in 
thiB way is highly relished by aH the ^bes. 
Ther^. at noon 74. Okmdy — distant Sunder. 

When we w^re visiting the people at the fires 
after sunset, a Marootzee, pointing to the nppev 
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part of hia throaty said, he should "like to be: 
fiill of meat up to there." Most of the companies 
had something boiling on the fire. 

In calling to worship in the evening, the usual 
tiottentot word ikkakkoo, or ** come together/' 
was vociferated ; after which Munameets cried 
out to the Bootshuanas and Morolongs, inhis ow» 
language, " Come to hear the news ;" another 
Matchappee addressed the Marootzee,, ''Come 
and hear the news of the Son of God." All this 
wa^ of their own accord. The tent was soon 
^led, and several were obliged to remain on the . 
outside. 

At eight P.M. we paid a second visit to the 
firQs. The Marootzees had erected very comfortable 
temporary dwellings, with roofs made from large 
branches of the mimosa. Their thick ends were 
stuck into the groimd, and those on both sides 
bent until they met and fcmned a roof. The tops 
were tied together by the bark of trees, and the? 
smaller branches were twisted into each other. 
They were well-formed arches, closed at one end 
but open at the other, and thatched with needs 
on the win4wsprd side. All this trouble was taken 
only for one night's accommodation. They.had 
also formed an inclosure of large branches for 
securing their pack-oxen from wandering, and to 
protect'them from the attacks of lions. 
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Maketze, grandson of Makrakka, observed to 
me, when visiting his fire, that the flesh was very 
lean, he should like fatter flesh. He said so 
after being crammed, having eaten the whole 
day. A Mashow told me he was hungry yet Not 
understanding what he said, I gave him the first 
word in his language that occurred to me, which 
was munateey or good. The man and all the party 
were highly entertained at my mistake, and cried 
out nama munaiee, meat is good ! 

A Matchappee from Lattakoo followed me 
while making these visits, and had something to 
say to every company. He told a Marootzee 
company that I was a great king, come from a 
far country to see them. Then they gave so 
significant a look after he had spoken, that it 
prompted me to inquire what he had said. 

A company of Marootzee were eating boiled 
C^ffre corn out of a wooden dish. The captain held 
the dish in one hand, and a spoon in the other 
made of the same materials, with which he ate.. 
The rest of the company dipped their hands in 
the dish, and swallowed it as fast as they could. 
I tasted it, and found it good. They were pleased 
by my doing so. One party remarked among 
themselves, that we were kind people in coming 
to visit theni at theilr fires. 
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2ri<J. IVJwy lions wiere heard prowliii|J around 
the WBrg^or^ dvrin^ the night ; we 4eparted ^ 
sunr^Qe, half-pa&t six a,m. There was a thick 
fp^, vfhjich the r^y§ of the wn cau&^d to ^pp^r 
li^:^ the felling pf ^xtremely small rain. The gr^&^ 
Va^ Ip34e4 with 4ew. We expected to l>rei^- 
fast o^ the bai?]cs of the IVfplopo River ; but it isf 
4ifl^ult tp ascertain 4^tance> when (ipscribedi 
Ify people who Rpveir heajrd of milep, hours, or 
minutes. 6ur direction lay due ^t^ th^soUw^s 
black ; trees were thinly scattered over the grassy 
iplain, and some of the gr^si? was three and figiur 
jfept high. At pine a. m. we reached the Molppo 
5liyer, the la^stpoijit from whence ^ny intelligence 
^v^r eapu? from Cowen, Donovan, and the sol- 
diery of the Cape regiment, who qrpssed it fpur- 
t^eji years befoye. It wa§ about ten yards wide, 
and in ^pme pf^ts two feet deep; the bottpm 
was stony, but the water clear and well tasted. 
No tree? grew oii either side nearer thai]i five 
hundred ya? ds, but reeds were in great abun- 
4aiice* Tlvp waives $ai4 the source was but a 
little higher up, and its pourse due west, W^ 
halted op the northern bauk, a^fl wei^e highly 
gratifie4 with the w^ter. This river has piot ,y^ 
4>und its way intP the mp? of geogr^^e??- 

I pbserYe4 Xk^ pack-o?en of the J^afoptee© 

were loaded with the umir^secl §ki^s of aniiQal}^^^ 
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which they had purchased from the Tammaha at 
Meribohwhey. It was understood that these 
9kin& were intended as articles of barjber with the 
nations to the eastward of the Marootseie^ in the 
direetioii of the Portuguese settliena^ents. 

SSuttameets, who coiaplained at the com^ 
menoement of the journey of the jolting of tfat 
waggon/ never afterwai^ds ventured into it, but 
walked the whole way. 

We left the Molopo at noon, (Therm. 7% 
l^^kkmi clouds,) and eniteced upon a plain ; for 
some time there were clumps of trees at a cemsi^ 
derable distance from each other; then only grass, 
feouMied by trees at a greater distance ; oiQcasibn- 
ally we pas^d over pavements of granite, each 
fiag having grass growing around it. When walk- 
iftg amoc^ the long grass, w^ were oblig^ to 
frbc^ed with great eaution» lest we ^hQ^M tm94 
HfKm serpents^ which abound in these paft^• 
llie ehief danger {t(m ,Sjerpe^t^ in this couDtry 
ari^s from tfeadi&g on them while coi»cealed l^ 
the grass ; in which case they wiU instontly y*e 
the «niintentional aggressor. In allusion tosuah 3P 
oecwrreniee, our Lord said to the seventy disciples 
wiiom he sent out to preach his gpspel, (Luloe :f. 
!«,) '' Behold, I give you ppnv^ %q tremi ^p. 
setfieBte and seorpoons" — '' and notiJ^ngshiU by 
any means hurt yjou." Travelling in the plain 

VOL. I. p 
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without trees we had the first full view of our 
whole caravan. Waggons, men, women, chil- 
dren, oxen, and sheep, in different companies, 
extended about a mile. Forty-five loaded pack- 
oxen behind each other, occupied a considerable 
space. All the men carried assagais, and the 
women either children, or something else, on their 
backs, shoulders, or heads. On viewing them, 
I could not help wishing that all the Missioiigyry 
Society had been present to witness so singular 
a scene ; Hottentots, Matchappees, Tammahas, 
Mashows, and Marootzees, all exhibiting some- 
thing different in their persons, dress, or imiple- 
ments, &c. 

We passed two rhinoceroses, quietly feedi^ on 
the side of a low hill about half a mile to the 
left. I perceived, by means of my gla^s, that pjie 
of them was of an enormous size. The nat^s 
who were with us longed for their carcases, but 
all our shooters were out of sight, However, 
one of the natives went to have a throw at th^m 
with his assagai ; to induce us to halt, many of 
the people, particularly the Marootzee, assured 
us we could not reach water that night ; but if 
we halted where we were, we should find water 
•in the neighbourhood. We paused for a few mi- 
nutes to witness the man's attack upon the rhino- 
ceroses. He missed them, and fled for refii^ to 
a large bush. On seeing this, the people ^^t 
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uriUingly forWaFd without expressing any farther 
doubt about cobiing to water; which indeed we. 
feund in about an hour, viz. at five p. m., and re- 
mained there for the night. A lie, as I have 
bcfiwre observed, is esteemed as nothing, if thereby. 
they can gain their point. 

Some ravens hovered above us during the 
M*oIe stage, smelling the meat with which a 
part of the oxen were loaded. We weire in sight 
of a long range of hills, running boxa west to 
east; and ovot them we were told it was nece^r. 
sary to go before we could reach the Marootzee 
country. 

^ Two of our Hottentots, who had been search- 
ing for game, did hot return before it was dark, 
which made us feel rather anxious for their safety. 
Whips were smacked in every direction, the soufltid 
of which could be heard two miles off; a musket 
aiso.was fired to let them kaow where we wjjre ; 
but there wds no appearance of tb^B till j^iDe 
Pw M., when .they arrived v^ith the horses. > They 
fipoke not a word« nor was a question asked by 
their companions till about two minutes after 
^hey had taken thefar seats by the fire, when they 
were asked where they had been. This apparent 
indifference is the Hottentot fashion, and it is 
tmly. a &shion ; for both parties are alike anxious, 
llie one to tell and the other to hear. The Hot- 

p 2 
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fentots, tirhen custdtft Wdttld allow them to ifpear 
their motithft, told their firtory with ntndtt e^i^^^ 
ness and fltiencfy. They had searched for us iln«e 
6r four bourd ; had come in thife daik upcfn a rhino* 
ceres, who, fh>m the snddetitfeess of their appeMr** 
ance, was as much alarmed as titey were, so that 
they mutually fled from each other. 

We went foi^aord at sereti a.m., ttaveltiftg 
over a rocky pavement. At nine a. m. we came 
to a lake of fine water, ia which were reeds' eight 
and nine fe^t high. A stream running in an 
eagerly direction proceeded from it* Wd tra-* 
veiled for an hour on most dangerous growMl 
for waggons, over rocks of iron stone, firmly 
fastened in the ground ; tnany of theihi were a 
foot above it, with sharp ^ides and projeet^ig 
points. I was very apprehensive that sohie of 
the wheels would be broken. The noise procefedh 
ing from the collision of the wheels against tie 
iroekil, began to abate in ^ hoar. Abont tin 
A.M., though the ground preranted the appeiranoe 
of a close pkvement, k became considerably 
smoother and easier for the wagigons. . At dttrea 
A.H. We reached a refreshing fountain on the 
gentle declivity of a loW hill, famong t^ gnai^ 
which we called Philip Fountain* Aitdr bmakr 
fast I examined this fountain. It proceeds Umk 
large loose rooks, completely shaded fitom Ite 
sun's lays, by a dump of etdrgieen trees tif tie 
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about ten yiunis mdo^^tad 9. Ibot m d^th. it 19 
ihft piiiicipal source of a largse mi^, l^aown ]t>y 
wiae of th^ i^yes wJip tm^iellfid yrifh me, m^ 
ivfifi £ur ta the eastward ; th^6 ^w }>e litt}^ doubt 
tjtmt it ^npties itself into the Indian Ocew, on 
the shore of Mosambique. 

At sunrise, in the waggon. Therm. 46 
At noon,, m dittos ditto... 72 

We found abundance of water-cresaes growing 
in the vicinity of the fountain. Munameets ex- 
pressed surprise at seeing a plateful of them 
placed on the tent-table to be eaten, none of 
tb^ natives knowing they were used by man. 

Several of the M arootzee left us at Philip 
Fountain and went forward to Kurreeehane, in 
miex probably to inform the King of our ap- 
proach. It was reported that his mother had 
died on the preceding day* 

We left this cheering fountain at two p. m. and 
«ooa entered a pass between two beautiful hills 
decked with trees, appearing like centinels on 
each side. Our road was rendered crooked, by 
being obliged to make our way through a wood. 
At on§ place we had to descend from twentj to 
thirty feet ly^n a surface of rugged rock; and a 
l^undred yard^ farther we descended a second 
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declivity, the steps of which were not so high as 
the first. From a fountain in the middle of the 
pa^s ran a clear and refreshing stream. The bed 
ov«r which it flowed was entirely paved with, 
rock, and appeared as well calculated to contain 
and conduct the water as if it had be^i hewii 
by human art and industry. 

We met three Marootzee men in the pass, who 
had left Kurreechane that day, on a hunting ex- 
cursion. The face of the principal man was 
covered with paint of a redder hue than I had 
seen used by any of the more southern nations. 
Their dog was so alarmed at our appearance, that 
he ran off immediately on our approach; and the 
man who went after him did not return while we 
halted. Leaving the pass, we entered a valley 
of considerable extent, surrounded by hills; 
through one opening between them we had a 
peep of the country beyond to the N. E., which! 
viewed with much interest, especially from know- 
ing* hy report, the greatness of the population 
living in that direction, and from musing on the 
probable effects to which our journey might 
lead, both as it regarded the present and the ap* 
preaching world. 

In the middle of the valley, we found a river 
running to the eastward with considerable noise; 
and which, from the depth and steepness of 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



MAt] PASSAGE DVBR A.HILL. 2%S. 

its sides, seemed to forbid our farther pro* 
gress. The sides were about twenty fi&et in per*- 
pendicular height. After examining above and 
below, we fixed on a place which we thought by 
a tittle labour might be rendered passable ; and 
applying for some time the spade and the pick- 
axe we got over without any accident. We had 
then to ascend the steep side of a hill covered 
with loose stones and trees^ at the summit of 
which the. ascent became more gentle for two 
miles, when it terminated at the foot of steeper 
and higher hills than we had seen since we left 
Mashow ; but not half so formidable to overcome 
ad we had been led to expect from the accounts 
of the natives.. If measured from the level of the 
sea, however, they might equal in height any in 
South Africa, as they seemed to afford sources to 
rivers running westward to the Ethiopic, and 
eastward to the Indian Oceans ; but from their 
bases they were far from being formidable. 

At five p. M. we reached the foot of that range 
of hills which runs from west to east, where we 
halted, judging it impossible to get over them 
before sunset. We had no sooner pitched the 
tent, than Munameets came in with a downcast 
countenance, and told us that his heart got more 
and more afiradd, the nearer he approached the 
Marootzee. We could not account for his terror 
in any other way than that his past shedding of 
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human blood ha»nt6d his mnA, us it did Caitt's 
alter the murder of his brother^ 

We observed a tree which grows in the coJojJy, 
and which is there called the waggon*tree; it is 
said never to be found more than five (>r six 
days' journey from the sea. We found also the 
w^d plum tree, and an evergreen loaded with 
yoimg fruitsv the shape of cherries, but extremelly 
gref Ui Though it was now the first week in win* 
ter, the state of the gra^, an<?>the lively foliage of 
the trees, made it rather resemble the first week 
^ summer. The s^il was blacky and the ground 
well stocked with slates, which were appaieut 
firom an excavation made by the rains. 

4th, Fifteen Marootzees passed in the morning 
on their way to a mine of iron stone, in the nar- 
row pass through which we had come. From the 
iron thus procured, they were said to manufac- 
ture assagais, knives, beads, &c. which they ex- 
chaa^e for other articles with the neighbouring 
nations. Most of the men had nets to carry the 
ore in, made of grass or rushes. Each party 
halted for a short time as they passed the waggons. 

We departed ait nine a. m, and ascended gra- 
dttfilly to the chain of hills before Us to the north- 
We soon entered upon what might be called the 
Maroots^ee highway across them, which consisted 
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ef four or five footpaths nmung p^u^lel to ^ach 
other. They were dose togetiber 00 w to have 
much the appearance of a couatry cross-road in 
England. A row of flag stones set up edgewise, 
was fixed in the ground on the lower side of the 
road, and placed as strai^ as if it had been «€ii* 
structed by a measuring line. The Mils were 
stratified and inclining northwards. The path, 
over the hill, was covered with loose stones, and 
with many stone steps, two, three, and four inches 
high, which formed, however^ no impediment 
to the progress of the waggons. The hills <m 
both sides of the pass were beautified to their 
very tops, and adorned with a diversity of trees* 
The momiiig was fine and the ^enery delightful. 
The rocks, of which the hills were composed, 
were of a bronze and ydlow colour, and fur- 
nished a rich iron ore. 

At daylight we sent forward a few men with 
implements to remove whatever might obstruct 
the passage of the wagons, from the closeness 
of the wood. We found they had cut down 
various limbs of trees which they thought pror 
jected too fkr, filled up some de^ hoies, levied 
vther parts, and removed many large stones. At 
tt^e sunmiit of the ascent we found a large heap 
o£ismall stones, whieh had he&k raised by each 
passenger adding a stone to the heap ; it was 
intended as a monument of respect to the niein<»ry 



Digitized by 



Google 



218 DESCftlPTlON OF SCENERY- [^^^O, 

of a king from a remote nation who was killed in 
the Vicinity, and whose head and hands were in- 
terred in that spot. 

From this eminence we enjoyed an extensive 
view over a mbuntairious coxintry to the north; 
where hills and valleys appeared to be ornamented 
with trees. We were frequently obliged in our 
progress to remove projecting limbs of trees be-^ 
fore the waggons could pass, so tliat we literally 
had to cut our way into the Marootzee country.- 
For an hour we were thus employed in passing 
between two hills, which fronted each other in 
the form of crescents, and were delightfully 
adorned with various kinds of trees, and the ex- 
posed parts were covered with grass of the 
greenest hue. The atmosphere was clear and 
the sun, shining with gentle rays, permitted us 
to enjoy the grateful prospect. Altogether the 
scenery had not been exceeded by any we had 
passed ; but our admiration of the surrounding 
objects was suddenly checked by our unexpect- 
edly reaching the river Lukoowhai, whose steep 
sides and deep muddy bottom presented a formid* 
able obstruction to our progress. These sides 
were from forty to fifty feet of perpendicular 
height, except at one place where it was evident 
the Marootzee oxen hbd often passed. The bed 
of the river was abotit twenty yards across, and, 
on sounding at the bottom, was found soft for 
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two feet under the .sur&ce of the mud. We 
hesitated for. some time about si^ttempting the pas*- 
sage^ but heariog that no other possible, way of 
geitting over could be discovered, we of course 
detexmined to make the attempt. The first 
waggon. descended rapidly . and , sunk into the 
mud up to. the axle, and the oxen; up to their 
bellies; however, by great ^exertion, the oxen 
succeeded in dragging it through, and afterwards 
up the high steep bank on the , opposite sidp.-*<-r 
The other two waggons were equally successful. 

When we had gained the opposite bank of 
the.Lukoowhai, an extensive but beautiful as* 
cending. valley appeared before us, the hills on 
each side were dothed with trees like those we 
had just passed. The serpentine bed pf a riyer^ 
which flowed down the valley, proved troubleisome 
to the wi^gons, from the number of times we were 
obliged to cross it. About one p. m. we arrived 
at its source, where we found our elevation to be 
nearly equal to any of the surrounding hills, yet 
the descent was so. gradual that it rather re* 
sembled a plain than a declivity. To the west- 
ward we saw a chain of hills running from south 
to north, which .were lost in tl^ northern hori- 
zon; another chain before us ran from west to 
east. The general prospect greatly resembled 
Welch scenery, only ' every tree, bush, bird, and 
insect, were completely different. Some of the 
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^es vrere of the palm kmd, others reseiiiUBii 
the orange aod the peachy and a third iipedial' 
appeared as if sprinkled all otw with ^mtfi 
The stateliest tree in the woods possessed a kaf 
like &at of the peach, and from its timber this 
Mtires make the rafters of their houses* The 
frait is said to be so abundant in the season, that 
Che towns are liien almost emptied of inha^ 
bitants, who take up their residence upon the 
mountains^ fof the pui^se^tf gathering it. 

At two p. M. we came within sight of extensive 
coni'-fields, in a plain of great length, but not 
iAk>ve two or thr^e miles beoad. In a short, time 
peit of the Imig-desired city was seen, standing 
on die top of one of the hi^iest hills m ihat part 
of AMca. Moeelway, the eldest son (though 
iiot by the eldest queen) of the idte king of tlie 
Malfoetzee, with two olher persons who had heea 
upon a hunt, joined ils about ihis time* He wto 
tall and well shaped^ of a mild oount^enanoe, and 
about twenty*five years <^ age. Ht acted us our 
guide till we arrived at the cky, which was aboitt 
five fhfles distant. 

Ota reaching the corn-fields, parties of men, 
women and young people hast^ied to the wag- 
gons from every quarter. They gajBed as if they 
had suddenly been translatqd to a new world. 
The men drew^ear, but the women kept^at a »^ 
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speetful distance. Some of the boldest ventured 
nearer, but the least sound of the whips, by the 
drivers striking the oxen, made them run as if 
chased by lions. At the east corner of the fields 
we arrived at a hill of difiicult ascent, not so much 
firom its steepims m from its beii^ almost covered 
with large stones*. The d^so^ftt, if possible, was 
worse. Every i^oke of the ws^ggon against a 
rock occasioned uncomfortable feelings, know- 
ing how important it was to keep them whole 
in a region so remote from any place wh6re 
they could be repaired. 

The plain, which extended between the hill wp 
wtere descending and that on which the cHy 
etood, was sooneovered with people} if I fiwy 
use the exprmsion, strtoms of the pc^i^latioa 
were pouring down from the heights in eatery 
directioii. It being impossible to drag th^ wag* 
lfan» np the hiU in fixMttt, thdy were diieded te 
fo round by aaother way, while Mme of im 
lUN^ended i^taight up by «i most reelpy pfiO, 
amidst a mukitudis of people of ali ag«», ev«^ 
etie pushing and striving to get a swingle ^«dp at 
us. We arrived at the city exactly at four p. h. 
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VAltlOUS QGOVRRENCES DURING OUR RESIDENCE 
AT KURBEECHANE— DESCRIPTION OF THEPLACE 
—INTERCOURSE WITH THE CHIEFS AND THE 
INHABITANTS, &c. 

vIn arriving at Kurreebhane we were first ccon- 
4uct^ to an open part of the town, and desired to 
cest upon a seat made of clay/ raised about three 
inches higher than the ground. After sitting 
there a few minutes, surrounded by a pressing 
crowd of anxious spectators, a messenger came 
to conduct us farther. We immediaJ;ely rose 
and followed him. The street through whidb we 
went was crowded with people, and many has- 
tened to their doors to see us pass. The sigbt 
of white men threw them into fits of conyulsive 
laughter; but the young were more seriously 
affected, they screamed, and in the utmost horror 
fled to the first place of concealment they could 
find. The noise was tumultuous, but of a kind 
peculiar to such an occasion. 
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We were led by our conductar to. an extensive 
inclosure surrounded by a stone wall, esfcept at 
the gate by which we entered. There some 
strong posts, ten or twelve feet higb,.j;vere driven 
into the ground. We were desired to sekct any 
part of this space for our waggons to sta^din. 
After halting about half an hour, amidst much 
noise and confusion, the waggons entered the 
inclosure. The. gate being parrow my waggon 
threw several of the posts to the ground,, npr 
could it proceed till the timber we had collected 
for fuel was taken off. Our two horses excited 
as much curiosity as two elephants traversing the 
streets of London could have done. 

After the waggons had been placed in their 
usual order, and we had stood about an hour in 
the closest press of the people, we requested 
Munameets to inquire where the King lived. In 
a little time we were informed that three persons, 
who were standing close to. us, were brothers of 
the late king, and that one of th<sn)i pre^ide4 9i^ 
Regent, the King being a minor. S:everal others 
standing near us were pointed out as relatives of 
the king. We then expressed a wish to have an 
opportunity of stating to them, our object in 
visiting their city. They said that, accordii]^ to 
their custom, this must be done at a. public meet* 
ing, in order that all might hear the business. 
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Observii^ an eminence from whence we were 
Iikdy to have a good riew of the town, w« 
|>ro{>osed going thither. A person was immedi-* 
ately aj^pointed to show ud the way. From this 
tip^-WB were able to GA>tain a good view of the 
plaee, and were isiarprised at its extent. Ev€^ 
house was surronnded, at a convaiient distdiMce, 
hy a good circular stone wall. Some (tf them 
were plastered on the outside aiid painted yel* 
low. One we observed painted red and yellow, 
with some taste. The yard within the inclosure 
belonging to eiaeh housfe was laid with clay, made 
as level as a floor, and swept clean, which made 
it look neat and comfortable. From this elevation 
also we beheld a plain bounded by hills, and ex- 
tending eighty or a hundred miles in circumfe- 
rence. They told us it abounded with elephants 
and bufialoes, and pointed to different hills on the 
east side, where tiiey said stood large towns. 

On returning to the waggons, we fotmd them 
Btill surrounded by a crowd of people, while others 
were standing on walls, houses and heights 
looking towards them. Every turn I took in the 
vicinity of tilie waggons I was foHowed by at least 
a hundred persons. They disputed much about 
the blue and white stripes of my trowsers, which I 
perceived by themanner of their pointing to them.* 

* I learned afterwards that they disputed about the animars 
skin, of which they thought the trowsers were composed. 
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At length darkness and their eatrng-tiin^ comipg 
on, they gradually dispersed, which gave ua aa 
opportunity of covering our table. The young 
King was brought and introduced to us. I^ 
was short, about sixteen years of age» had nothing 
interesting in his appearance, and wore mmy 
ornaments. Several other persons were also in- 
troduced. 

Moeelway sent to us a considerable quantity #f 
milk and boiled Caffre com. He told its very 
seriously that he had lost his heart, that it wa9 
quite gone into one of our dogs. To me this was 
incomprehensible, till he explained th^ mysterious 
language. It appeared that he coveted a hand- 
some dog belonging to one of the Hottentots* 
which he was willing to purchase* We told 
him the owner should be spoken tp upon the 
subject. 

Three men came for the milk- vessels, in which 
Moeelway had sent us the milk, and entered 
the tent : they viewed with wonder the things 
that stood on Uie table, and which consisted 
chiefly of tin articles, knives and forks* cups and 
saucers. They were amazed to see the use 
which we made of all these things, and said to 
each other, *' Surely these are gods and not 
men.'* 

VOL. I. ik 
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6th. I was awakened early in the morning 
by the noi^e of a multitude of people surrounding 
the waggons. The population of the place was 
so great, that a constant succession of fresh 
visitants arrived, several of whom brought us 
presents of sweet cane.* 

This morning only we learned that the name of 
the city was Kurreechane, and that Marootzee is 
the name of the nation, not of the town ; that the 
name of the Regent, the late king's eldest brother, 
is Liqueling ; and that though Moeelway be tha 
late king's eldest son, he cannot reign, because 
his mother was- not the eldest queen ; the eldest 
queen had no children by her first husband, the 
king, but after his death, another brother, ac-. 
cording to the Jewish custom, " took her and 
raised up seed to his brother." By him she had 
a son, whose dignity is the same as though he 
had actually been the son of the king. He will 



♦ We received similar presents at Meribohwhey and Mashow, 
which reminded us of Isaiah xliii. 24, where Israel is complained 
of for bringing no sweet cane as an ofTering to the Lord. In th^ 
Bootshuanii and Morolong coimtries, a considerable quantity of 
this cane is planted by the natives, which grows to the height 
of from six to eight feet. This is generally the first present they 
bring to strangers. It is in fact the sugar-cane, from which they 
have not yet acquired the art of extracting sugar. If this art 
were to be taught them by the Missionaries, who may be here- 
after sent, it might prove a considerable addition to their copifort. 
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be acknowledged as the successor of the fopne^ 
king, when he comes of age, though Moeelway at . 
this time seemed to possess ail the honours of the . 
heir apparent by a kind of^courtesy. 

From the Regent and Moeelway we had, the 
following detail of the male branches of the royal 
family, or at least part of them : Regent, Lique- 
ling, [or what have you. heard ?] young King by 
courtesy, Moeelway, [or cannot bear him;] Re- 
gent's first brother, Mokatchle ; second bro^ 
ther, Moschareeley ; third brother, Mootseepey j 
Moeelway 's first brother, Liquilang ; second 
brother, Seechangway. , 

In the morning after breakfast, the rain-ma^er, 
who had been atLattakoo to procure rain, since the 
mission settled there, conducted us to see. a large 
district of the town, upwards of a mile distant, 
stud where he himself resided. On our way 
thither we met Mpketz, the $on of Sinosee, whq 
was the captain or alderman of the district to 
which we were going. He was a respeqtable 
looking man, and returned with us. LiqueUc^g and 
Moeelway also accompanied us. We found Si- 
nosee's district nearly equal in size to the Regent's* 
Sinosee's house was.neatly finished ; it .was circu.- 
lar like all the. others^ having not only the wall 
plasteredboth within and w:ithout, but likewise the 
inside of thereof. . The wall wa& painted yellow,^ 
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aftd otnamented with figures of shields, elephants, 
cameleopards, &c. It was also adorned with a 
neat cornice or border painted of a red colour. 

The rain-maker's wife made me a present of 
two rows of metal beads, for which I gave her in 
tetum five metal buttons ; but I heard after^'^ards 
she was dissatisfied because I had not given her 
beads as well as buttons ; so that a present does 
not mfean a gift at Kurreechane, but a purchase 
of something at least equivalent. 

In some houses there were figures, pillars, &c. 
carved or moulded in hard clay, and painted with 
different colours, that would not have disgraced 
European woricmen. They are indeed an in- 
genious people. We saw among them various 
vessete, formed of clay, painted of difierent co- 
lours, and glazed, for holding water, milk, food, 
and a kind of beer, made from com. They had 
also pots of clay, of aH sizes, and very strong. 
Every part of their houses and yards is kept very 
clean. They smelt both iron and copper. The rain- 
maker took us to see one furnace, in which they 
smelted the iron. It was built of clay, almost 
equal in hardness to stone. A roimd opraing 
was left a;t the top for receiving the ore, and an 
excavation underneath fiwr holding the fire, which 
was open behind and before, not only for admit* 
ting the fuel, but also the wind firom the bellows* 
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On returning to the waggons we found them 
surrounded by more people than we had ;6| 
seen. A great concourse also encircled the 
fire, to observe the Hottentots cooking the vie* 
tuals. For the accommodation of those who wef^ 
behind, the ten or twelve nearest rows sat on 
the ground, and some were holding up young 
people that they might see over the heads of 
others. When dinner was put down, we ex^ 
tended the tent-door as wide as possible, to allow 
as many as we could to have a view of our manner 
of eating, which we knew was what they wanteds 
The different things before us, and our method of 
using them, afforded topics for animated discus* 
sion among the spectators. 

Being informed of a large district of the town on 
the north side of the hill, and not visible from the 
spot where we had halted, we went to see it alitet 
dinner^ We were struck with its extent, and th^ 
more so after walking down the crooked lanes w 
one side, and returning by those on the othoiv 
There were more trees and hedges in it than w< 
had seen in any of the other districts. The curi«' 
osity of the people to see us was great, they 
rushed forth from their houses when we pasised; 
Turning quickly round, when many of the yoiing 
people were following us, they fled wiA, audi 
precipitation, that five or six of them were Arawn 
down ; but though some had little children on 
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their backs, they did not remain above a second on 
the ground; they rose instantly, and ran aWay 
without dariiig to iook behind. The chief emjyloy. 
merits of the men are dressing skins and making 
cloaks in the public places. We visited several 
other districts in that direction, but none of them 
were so extensive. ' Atone place we stopped a 
short time with a blacksmith, who was making a 
pi<5k-axe. He had three in hand, which were 
nearly finished ; an assistant was employed to 
blow the bellows. A hard flint-stone served for 
his anvil, but he had a hammer with an iron head 
and a wooden handle, resembling the blacksnMths' 
small ore-hammer in England, 

On returning to the waggons we sent for Mu- 
nameets, to obtain some information from him 
about a public meeting, respecting which nothing 
had yet transpired. He could give us no intelli- 
gence upon this point, but said that soma .were 
recommending that we should join them in an 
expedition against a neighbouring nation who 
had robbed them of cattle. This information we 
did not relish. We - formed ' conjectures on the 
icaiise, of the Regent never having visited our 
tent> and that neither he nox any other had yet 
asked '• our reason for visiting them. We had 
likewise been informed that five Wanketzens had 
x^ome from Makkabba, their murderous chiefs on 
some business, thena^ture of which we could not 
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liearn, and that Liqueling had .given them an 
audience. All this rather looked suspicious — 
nor did one native come near the waggons during 
the evening. However, about eig^it p.m., the 
Regent and Moeelway^came and sat with us 
round the fire. In order to, discover, his senti- 
ments, I invited him to accompany us to Latta« 
koo, on a visit toMateebe. He said he. should 
like to go, but things were in such a state he 
could not leave the town. I then inquired if those 
people whom we had met at Meribohwhey, .on 
their way to Lattafcoo, and who returned with 
us to Kurreechane, were to go back with us ? He 
said No, they were so frequently murdered on 
that road. 

Having invited Liqueling and Moeelway into 
the tent, and taken some bread and cheese to- 
gether, we stated our object in visiting Kurree- 
chane-— that we came in friendship, and wished 
to know them and that they should know us; 
and if they were disposed to. receive and protect 
men fi^om our country, who should come to teach 
.them the word of God, we would endeavour to 
obtain them ; but if such men came they must 
not be desired to go upon commandoes—that the 
God of heaven and earth had determined his 
word should be made known to all nations, that 
all nations might honour bis Son, and be at peace 
.among themselves. r ; 
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Liqueling said they wert a people who loved 
peace, and he was glad when he heard that the 
wliite men [Missionaries], who had come to Ma- 
teebe, at Lattakoo, taught that all men should live 
|>eaeeabiy ; it was what he desired. When he 
told Makkabba that he was glad of it, Makkabba 
said, he was sorry^ for it would prevent his gain. 
He and his people, he said, fought, but it was 
to regain cattle that had been stolen from them« 
Inquiring why the town* was built upon a hill and 
not in the valley ? He said it was b^ause of 
enemies, and that several other towns for the 
aame reason were built on eminences, but Uiey 
found it very inconvenient, being so &i from wood 
and water. Talking of the public meeting, and 
telling him I could not stop long, he said he 
should call it soon. 

From the whole of the conversation, which 
lasted about two hours, I concluded there was 
no reason for jealousy, and had little doubt but 
all would end well. He expressed regret that 
the times were so bad, otherwise he would have 
supplied us more liberally with provisions than 
merely giving an ox. The rain-maker also gave 
nu a calf, and Moeelway continued to supply us 
wit&mitk. 

6th. During the night there was an extraor- 
nary uproar in the town — numbers of whistles 
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sounded in every direction — men bawling^ and 
about five hundred cows and oxen, that stood in 
an inclosure near the waggons, bellowed with all 
their might. The noise awoke me, but supposing 
it proceeded merely from the arrival of the men 
to milk the cows in the morning', I soon fell 
asleep agaim I found afterwards that the cause 
of the uproar had been more serious than I had 
supposed. It was occasioned by some Boquains 
having been seen skulking in the neighbourhood^ 
viewing the situation of the cattle, previous, as 
was supposed, to an attack. Some of our men 
were at daylight going out to shoot elephants, 
but they were desired not to do it till some of 
the Marootzee should accompany them, for they 
would not be able to distinguish the Boquains 
from Marootzee, and they would thus come and 
murder them. It had been resolved that a 
great number of the people, under the com- 
mand of Moeelway, should lie in ambush, that 
the cattle should be left without herds, which 
they thought might induce the Boquains to 
attack them, and thereby be taken in the snare 
laid for them. 

The Regent sent me in the morning a lai^e 
elephant's tooth as a present, and I requested 
him to come and receive the presents I had se- 
lected for him. These were given in the pre- 
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sence of a great concourse of people, who sat on 
the ground that all might see. I presented him 
with a looking-glass in a gilded frame, one of my 
own red handkerchiefs, a red worsted night-cap, 
some beads, a clasp knife, scissars, pictures, with 
many trinkets, all furnished by my good : friends 
at Kingsland. Almost every thing that .could 
hang was put, on him. He seemed pleased. A 
child lying asleep . on a pedestal, composed of 
chinar ware was handed round for the inspection 
of the multitude, .which excited much wonder 
and laughter. Having received all I meant to 
give upon that occasion, he walked to the middle 
of the inclosure loaded with the articles to ex- 
hibit them to greater numbers. I could not col- 
lect from his features whether he was satisfied 
or not with the presents. He had sometimes 
smiled, particularly when an old man's beard was 
cut off to show the use of scissars, which I did 
by permission. A . king of a neighbouring nation 
was present, on the occasion, a stout, tall, and 
good-looking man. He was king of Doughoo- 
boone, about twenty miles to the S.E. of Kurree- 
chane. He made a present of an. ox to the 
Marootzee Regent. I witnessed about an hun- 
dred of the captains feasting on it, at the gate of 
.the public inclosure where the waggons stood. 
The Regent was seated in the centre, wearing 
the red night-cap, with a gold fringe round the 
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bottom of it, both of which I had given in the 
morning. A very large wooden dish was laid 
before him, full of boiled flesh, which he cut with 
ia knife, holding the ends of the bones in? his left 
h^d while he cut oflf the meat. He seemed to 
act as chief carver, helping all around. They 
devoured their food in as great haste as if tbe^ 
had been allowed only five minutes for dinner. 
Nothing was drank. On returning, from a short 
,walk I found the feast was finished, and the Re- 
gent busy sewing a skin cloak. I presented him 
with a kaleidoscope and a portrait of the Prince 
Regent of England, his present Majesty, and one 
of the Prince of Saxe-Coburg, with which he 
seemed highly gratified, more so indeed than when 
receiving the presents in the morning. This 
might arise from their coming to him unexpect- 
edly, not supposing he should receive any thing 
more. He remarked, that I had made him quite 
light to-day ! 

He gave judgment at the gate in the forenoon 
on a case that came before him. Having taken 
his seat by the gate, the prosecutor sat on his 
left hand, and his secretary on his right. This 
person stated his case across to the secretary — 
the Regent sat between them, looking about ais 
if not attending to what was spoken. When 
the man had finished his narrative, the secre- 
tary repeated it to the Regent, who then gave 
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his judgment* What the case was I did not 
learn. * 

One of the Hottentots had both his shoes eaten 
by the hungry dogs during the night ; ai^ both 
of the horses had the leathern ropes, by which 
they were listened to the waggons, eaten as high 
as to their mouths. While we continued at 
Kurreechane, the horses were almost constantly 
surrounded by the inhabitants gazing at them ; 
and when at any time the animals moved their 
tails to drive away the flies, the people retreated 
and fled as if a lion had made his appearance. 

The children as well as the aged had been all 
inoculated for the small pox between the eye- 
brows.f 

• Among other circumstances of a similar nature, might not 
this practice be considered as a proof of the Jewish or Arabian 
origin of this people. It was probably this practice of giving 
judgment at the gate, to which is referred the declaration of 
JSoripture, <' The gates of Hell shall not prevail against it."' 

t Dr. Hussey, the physician to the forces at the Cape, was 
kind enough to vaccinate four Bootshuanas, who accompanied 
the waggons to Cape Town. The pustules of the youngest, a 
boy of twelve years of age, rose and filled regularly. The other 
three did not take the disorder. This experiment may be con- 
sidered decisive as it respects the question^ whether tte people 
Si,re acquainted with inoculation for the small pox. The histoiy 
of the introduction of this disorder among .the Bootshuanas, 
could it be ascertained, would throw much light upon their 
connection with Europeans, and prove very interesting. 
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I observed a woman on the outside of the 
houses whose feet were surrounded with blood, 
and another woman stood by her side with a 
knife in her hand ; a deep cut had been made 
from the lower part of the thigh to the middle of 
the leg. This is their method of bleeding to cure 
some complaints, she stood with great com** 
posure, allowing the blood to flow freely. I ob- 
served that most people had a round swelled 
part on both temples, near the eyes, about the 
size and shape of half a musket-bullet, raised by 
incisions to cure the head-ache. A woman com- 
plained of a pain in her breast, and asked for 
medicine to cure it. It would be hazardous to 
administer medicine to such people, for should 
they happen to die, the medicine would be consi- 
dered as the cause, and probably the life of the 
prescriber thereby endangered. 

The hoily-hock is a native of the Marootzee 
country, for I found it growing wild annmg 
the rocks around Kurreechane ; the flower was 
yellow. 

About sunset die commando, which had gone 
out in the morning in search of the Boquains, 
came marchmg in regular order to the vicinity of ^ 
our waggcms. They were armed with shields^ 
Apears, and batde-axes; tlieir faces bedaubed 
with pipe<ilay, every face marked differently^ 
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their legs were painted with the same clay up to 
the knees, resembling stockings. On halting 
they went through all the different manoeuvres 
used in attacking an enemy with their spears, 
&c. Sometimes they leaped to a great height as 
if to escape an arrow or an assagai. Their move- 
ments in advancing and retreating were in a zig- 
zag direction, as if to prevent the enemy taking 
aim at them. When this exercise was over they 
retired to the outside of the gate, where they sat 
down in order. In a short time a man came 
hastily with a dish of boiled com, and presented 
it to Moeelway, the commander. With consider- 
able dignity, and without looking at the dish, he 
desired it should be given to the men, and was 
instantly obeyed. He then rose and retired, 
and in a short time afterwards came into our tent, 
where he behaved in as easy a manner as if nothing 
had happened. I produced the presents that had 
been selected for him, with which he seemed miich 
pleased. He carried them home, and in a short 
time brought me a present of a clay jar, painted 
red, blue, and white. He seemed to prefer the 
looking-glass, red handkerchief, clasp knife, and 
sci^sars. I made presents also to two or, three 
others of the rayal family, all of which were welj 
received. It is difficult to find out real brothers 
among this people; for, like the Jews^.they 
seem to reckon first cousins brethren, as w.^l 
as those descended from the same pgrei^ts.; 
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Pelangye, who came in our party from Old 
Lattakoo, told me that I gave buttons, &c. to 
every one but him, even to poor Bootshuana 
Bushmen, a deed he could not forget. He said he 
should have nothing remarkable to put on at the 
peetzo, (or general meeting of the captains, that 
the Regent had promised to call,) to make him 
appear connected with white men. 

A greater number of natives attended worship 
in the evening than on any former occasion. The' 
singing of the Hottentots attracted much notice 
from them. They behayed well during the ad- 
dress, and the prayer which was put up by 
Sedrass, the interpreter, in their own language ; 
but the instant worship was over, they laughed 
and talked like men who had only been diverted 
for a time, or as if extremely glad it was over. 

The messengers from the king of the Wanket- 
zens were present, and noticed every thing atten- 
tively, no doubt with the view of reporting it to 
their master. 

The Hottentot, with whose dog Moeelway had 
fallen in love, obtained a fine ox in exchange for 
him. 
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CHAP. XXL 



CONVERSATION WITH THE REGENT—LIST OF MA- 
ROOTZEE KINGS— FAMILY OF SINOSEE— VISIT TO 
A SMITH'S SHOP— VARIOUS OTHER OCCURREN- 
CES AT KURREECHANE. 

Having given notice after the address the 
preceding night, that one would be delivered in 
the morning, the principal men and many 
natives attended. When the meeting was over, 
liiqueling and several others remained behind, 
and the following information was obtained from 
him in reply to questions which I put : — 

He had heard of a nation to the N. E., called 
Mahalaseela^ who use elephants as beasts of 
burden; beads came from them, and they lived 
near the Great Water. He had heard also of a 
people called Matteebeylai to the eastward, who 
also lived near the Great Water, and have long 
hair; and of another nation to the N.E., who 
bring beads to the Boquains, called MoUoquam ; 
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painting to many b^ads on his arms, he said he 
got them by means of a servant whom he sent to 
jthe Boquains with an elephant's tooth. Those 
who bring them say they are two years on the 
journey ; no doubt having a selfish object in view 
by saying so. The Molloquam use only bows 
and arrows in war. They rub the tusks of the 
elephant over with what they call medicine, which 
they say makes them lighter and more portable 
for their servants. They likewise say that they 
purchase, the tusks to eat; evidently with the 
intention of preventing the inhabitants of the in* 
tenor parts of the country from carrying the ivory 
past them, in hopes of getting abetter price for it. 

I assured him, if he could catch a young ele- 
phant and rear it up, it would become as tame as 
an ox, and carry heavy. burdens. On which he 
said, that a short time before a young elephant 
came into the town, but they had killed it. 

He said he had been as far to the eastward as 
to a country called M atchaquam : that he reached 
it on the eighth day, after leaving KurTcechane. 
He slept in six different towns on the road, and 
thie seventh night in the open air. . Their, houses, 
dress; and fields were similar to those of the Ma- 
rootzee. He added, that a rain-maker had told 
him ofia /people, to the east, who were very beau- 
tiful,, and who live on the side of the Great Water, 

VOL. r. R 
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'^ich ends m blue tir, '' You cannot ste htspxid 
it," said he. He inCovmed me that the metis ire 
crossed, in approaching Kuireechane^ contiaue to 
run to the eastward. It is probafaie that the rkrers 
which ran into De la Ooa Bay are at ieast fed by 
the streams seen in this country. A creature ^]^ 
call quaina ttbounds in a river near the town. I 
flketched the appearance 6f a crocodik (Mia slq» 
of p^per, and it was imtantly ireeogniaed as tlid 
figure of the same amphibious aminal. They kmew 
of no nation who sold tnen. They heard of whit^ 
men having been in the neighAMmiiipdd, oit. Dt. 
Cowan and his company, and thai the Boquaind 
said they had passed them. Fafther mtelligenc^i 
could not obtain from them, but they are friendly 
with the Wanketzens. i 

The foUowmg is a list of the Ma«M)tiee MtLg^, 
as far back as they knew:— 

1. Maseelway. 2. Malloopee.; B. Modtis^ 
awnai. 4, Poolwai. 5. Menwai. 6. Teikishwai. 
7. Teerwai. 8. Moeeiwai. ^. Meooo^ [pt iingecSs.] 
10. Sibbewhobree, brofthet to Menocr, who tUedi 
under age, without childceh. II. LttiueUeig, ae- 
pihew of Menoo, succeeded hifrfstherSifobe^ho^nroe, 
and seemed to be holding tite iegal power in hU 
hands to the prejudice of four aorns bf Mtooo.. 

It is Tenarkable how little' infomfaateon can. tel 

J. 

ofaWioed finaa the oathnastif Steutk Afifiea^-eireii <tf 
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countries which they have visited. They take 
notice of nothing l>Qt beads and cattle. 

The Marootzee is the seventh nation beyond 
the colony I h£|d visited, and I w^s never once 
asked a single question respecting the people or 
country whence I came. Beads and cattle are 
the only subjj^cts which engross their attention. 
Selfishness is the predominant vice of savage life 
in every country. 

Being invited by Sinosee to come and taste his 
Ib^f I we went about mid-dsiy . It was mode ^m 
g);qund c^irn, looked Uke dark.-coloi)i/ed milk, and 
in^aiS^aiS thick as common gruel. Its flavour was 
something like that of English beer about an hour 
nftff it is brewed. What I tasted had been 
A^^ tbf^t JBQffiing. They placed before Sinosee 
t l^e clay ves^i^l,^ inibrsii of s^ goblet without t^ie 
hii9^ci,, whiel^ heldrtwac^r th^ee gaUo^ filled to 
tk^.jgiffipi. Sinosee first dipped a small calabash 
ift1k<>.i4s (tnd ta&t^ itj, to 9h9^w it cont^i^J^fii W 
pm^m- Q^ then handed round the c^a^msh to us 
%Ai ^9 4»iuiy who bad felk^wed u^ i^t^ hisi^^rd. 

%1iifit%mt^ W ^mhm^e^^ fifty., sj^tatj^ 
Lpxes^nt^ ]^ few aftiel^s I h^d brought w^th m^ 
to tins y)B|^f«^e.4H;i^ friendly cbijE^ ylfto pfl^i th^ay 
iffiw* " pv«tly« prcjtty, pjwt^y." He jpromii^d to 
omkeim it.pr^$e9i €^.«i l«a:ge (9lephAat>, tpotii,];(ul 
life ^^^pg»t .t«iy perfefm . 

e2 
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Family of SinoBee. 
Sinosee.— His wife, Moketwawnee. 



SONS. 

Moketz« 

Paiwhai [wind]. 

Habbooneywey. 

Mohamme. 

Lekooroo. 

Mahakabbai. 



DAUGHTERS. 

Lebooai. 
Maklaree. 
Mootanne. 
Munhuloohai. 



We visited several other houses ; I admired the 
cleannesjSf and flatness of all their yards. The 
ground is first covered with soft wrought clay, and 
smoothed by rolling hard clay vessels over it. 
In most of them the women were employed in 
thrashing out the com, of which there appeared 
to have been a good crop. Every family has a 
house for storing it up, containing rows of large 
clay vessels, neatly manufactured, and capable 
of holding ten or twelve bushels each. They are 
arranged like casks in a cellar, are a little eleva^ 
from the ground, and many of them reach to the 
r<M>f. 'For the sake of convenience, some dT the 
i^essels have a small door near the top, aOd 
another near the- bottom, for more easily filling or 
emptying thein. A great many followed us firom 
Sinosee's district to our waggons, which was 
about a mile and a half in distance/ We st0{^«d 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 




Digitized by 



Google 



-IV: ::i\7 YORK 



ox ^^i, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Mat.] wonder EXCITED BY A CANDIE. 345 



at two smiths shops by the way> a«d procured 
«ome samples of the iron they had been smelting. 
I did not observe any of their iron hammers above 
two or three pounds weight ; at both places in 
lieu of fore^ammers they used large hard stones, 
which much sooner brought the pick-axe into a 
proper shape than I had expected, considering 
the rudeiaess of the instrument 

Our Matchappees land Mashows generally 
cooked and ate in the night-time while we were 
in Kurreechane, not that they preferred doing so, 
but to avoid having visitors, who would expect, 
in compliance with general custom^ to receive a 
portion of their fare. 

Four Marootzee men entered the tent after sup- 
per to observe the burning of a candle on the 
table. The two nearest to it were tall, good- 
looking you^g men. Both stood gazing at it for 
ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, stooping 
with their hands resting upon their knees, and 
their feces on a line with the candle, full of 
wonder, and expressing by laughter the pleasure 
the sight sSorded them; they were ..greatly 
surprised at its wasting away so slowly, and 
astonished that the flame continued ^so long and 
so steadily attached to the wick. They had 
long discussions concerning it, which I much 
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^v^ished to have uiKlemtood. The inhabitai^ jgf 
Kt^iteechane h^tve no other lights at night e^efipt 
tha^ which pafoceed/fOm thw fires« 

The peopk wei^e greatly disappointed by our 
€iot having brought beads to e^ccfaange with them 
fot <aXih ai^ii elephaxits' teeth. BeadiS are the 
only circulating medium or rnqney in the interior 
of South Africa. They answer the same purpose 
%s p^nvrie shells in India and North Africa, or as 
guipe^B and slulUngs in Britain. The chief wealth 
of the Bootshuana and Mc^rolongs, like that of 
more ciwlized nations^ is hoarded up in their 
coffera, waiting for a &vourable opportunity to 
make purchases, and I apprehend that the greatest 
danger to travellers exploring the country, arises 
Ihnn an apprehension, on the part of tbe nation^ 
th£^t, if permitted to travel into the interior, they 
Would spoil the market for beads» m every natioQ 
tbrough which the^ articles pass derives a profit 
w them from the nation beyond. Beads mad^ of 
t^in glass, whiqh are easily brofcea, however 
beautiful they may be, are of no more value, in 
their ^tiamtioa, than coin, if Jiable to evapora- 
tion or dissolution would be in a civilized 
Qountry. Buttons, especially white ones, and 
clasp knives are approaching towards the value 
of beads. R.ed handkerchiefs and worsted night- 
caps of the same colour, tbough well received a» 
presents, are of small value as articles of ex^ 
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change. They want money in such a qase» that 
is, baads. 

The stillness that prevaib universally ovct 
Kurreechane in the night, particularly strikes a 
stranger ; indeed it is so great, that, when there 
Happens to be no wind, if a person coughs loud, 
all the dogs around bark. This silence is, per- 
haps, enjoined, in order that the approach of an 
enemy may be the sooner heard. It is contrary 
to their law to sound a whistle after it is dark. 
Probably, because whistling is their method of 
giving an alarm when the enemy actually arrives. - 

There was a heavy fall of rain during the night, 
and the same about noon, both from the S. £., 
being the direction from whence the wind had- 
generally blown since our arrival in Kunree*^ 
cfaane. 

8th, Few persons approached the waggons 
early, as the air was very cold ; however, a con* 
siderable number attended our worship at eleven 
A. M. They listened patiently for a quiBirter of an; 
hour to an address on the connection between 
the knowledge of the true God and everlastinj^ 
happiness. After which Moeelway, who sat on 
my rigl^ hand, rose and walked off, mt from any 
disfUBt or displeasure, but merely because he 
did net feel interested or amused imy longer; 
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his example was followed by several others^, like 
one sheep leading a flock astray. I made apoipt 
of never going beyond half an hour in the address, 
knowing the frivolity of their minds. 

The greatest concourse of people I had noticed 
assembled about our dinner-hour, whea they 
arranged themselves regularly before the tent- 
door. Observing the Regent and Moeelway 
seated amidst the crowd, we invited them inta 
the tent to dine with us- They immediately 
complied ; on which one of their servants took his 
station at the side of the tent-door, with a lonjg 
switch, driving off every intruder. The number 
who attended to witness our mode of taking 
dinner was at least three times greater than at- 
tended the worship in the morning. Nothii^ 
seemed to surprise them more than to see a o<m-* 
siderable part of what was put down upon the 
table taken away after we had dined ; it probably 
Was the first timie in their lives that they, had 
seen a morsel left that was put down to be eaten. 
Their stomachs being capable of receiving almost 
any ^quantity, they never, like the Matchappees, 
consider a meal to be finished till all be eatea 
up. The man who could introduce economy ia 
eatiilg among the African tribes would prevent 
much misery arising from frequent scarcity of 
food, which is produced by their extravagant aad 
improvident conduct. Even the dogs, to whom* 
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Hiey seem greatly attached, are living skeletons, 
from want of food. It required a sharp look out, 
and a severe use of the lash, to prevent them from 
running off with the meat cooking at the fires. 
No opportunity is lost by these animals for 
seizing any thing ratable within their reach. 
Their perseverance and boldness in the pursuit 
of food is unconquerable. 

liqueling came to tea. After it was over, 
Munameets, Pdangye, Maketsey, Moeelway and 
some others arrived. I endeavoured to explain 
to the Regent some of the works of God, by which 
he was daily surrounded. Among other inquiries, 
I asked him if he knew where the sun went 
during the night-time? He laughed, and said, 
with an air of great indifference, that he did not 
know. I told hitn it was then shining upon other 
nations, and tried to explain the fact ; on which 
he said, *' Shine to other nations!" he was sure 
he was in the midst of air natibns, for he had' 
white men to the east of him, and 'white inch ta 
the south. He then made a long speech about 
beads. His people were waiting, he said, to see 
when we should produce bur beads for exchange. 
He then complained that some of our attendants' 
had already exchanged beads with his people,- 
whiqh was contrieary to their law; that all 
strangers ought first ta lay their beads before < 
IttiD as ruler of t^e people, and if he could :nQt> 
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{^ase them with articles in return, then they 
w^re at liberty to go to other persons. 

WhUe he s|>oke, thougii I did not hnderstand 
what he said, I observed something nnpleasaat 
is the expresfiiooa of his countenance. I toM 
him jQvr object in coming to Kurieechane was 
not to dispose of beads, but to form a frigidly 
connexion with him, and to send the word of 
God to him and to his people; adding, that 
at any rate our coming to him would open 
the way to the bead country. Munameets then 
mtfde an explanatory speech, in his mild,.con- 
piliating way, which the R^ent replied to with- 
out a smile. 

Maketsey, son to the late king Makrakka, who 
tratielled with us from Mashow, then spoke. He 
snid^ that when he was on a visit to liis brother 
Malahla^ at Old Laitakoo, one of these white men 
was there, who took a £mcy to a knife he had, 
but he had no beads with him, but offered to M&ii 
them when he sJKndd return to his home in New 
Lattakoo. On this promise he trusted him, and 
agood quantity of beads came to Mashow a short 
time adfter his arrival there; ''^ So,^' said he, " you 
may trust the word of these men/' Liquelbg 
aoiled, and appeared more sratisfied. Pelangye, 
£rom Old Lattakoo, then said what he could in 
cm favour, as ^d ^o a y^^ung captain of llie^ 
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Majshows, 2^ relation of Munauieete. Liqueluig 
then acknowledged he was satined that the 
object of our journey was not to sell beads, but 
to bring t9 them that which he now believed^ from 
what be had heard, was the only thing to giv^ 
pi^^ce to tiie nations. He said he was- acknow*^ 
l^ged as £fuperior by all the tribes immediately 
diound ; but there were others beyond them who 
were very mischievous, such as the Boquains. 
Should teachers settle with him^ they coujd 
visit such nations, and tell th^n the things he 
had heard from us, and that would make them 
peaceable, and he and his people would be happy, 
for they did not like war. While this important 
speech, by the Regent, was interpreting to me^ 
I could not but observe with satisfaction how the 
peaceful doctrines of Scripture commend them- 
selves to the minds of untutored heathens ; and I 
told him how much I was gratified by hearic^g his 
^esire to receive teachers, and assured him that, 
W my return to my own country, I would do 0XI 
in my power to obtain them for him. I told him 
also that I was ^rry to find him and his j^eople 
90 much disappointed beeause I had not brought 
beads, but that in my country we did npt thu^k 
so hi|;hly of that article, but considered such 
thmgs as I had given him aud his fiiends muclx 
more valuable. I believed^ howevear, they would 
soon be supplied by the Match^pees ^d 
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Griquas, who were on a journey to the bead 
country [t?f». the colony]. 

After this we had out meeting for worship, 
to attend which all remained ; the subject of ad^ 
dress was, " God being the God of Peace, and 
his Son Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace.'' 
Showing how the publication and reception of his 
message by the nations would bring peace to the 
world. After the address the interpreter went 
to prayer, and I could not but be gratified at 
witnessing a tent full of African kings and chiefs 
voluntarily bowing their knees with their faces to 
the ground before the God of Israel. I did not 
ask them to kneel, but they did it in imitation of 
those with me. 

I had observed for two or three days some of 
the Hottentots walking about with downcast 
countenances, but supposed it to be the effect of 
colds. I had also noticed that they had ceased 
to sing hymns round their fires in the evenings, as^ 
they had been accustomed to do on the journey. 
It turned out that their depression proceeded from 
a dread of advancing any farther into the interior, 
and firom a suspicion that we should never be per- 
mitted to leave Kurreechane. They held a con- 
sultation in the evening on the matter, at which 
Cornelius, my waggon-driver, took a very active 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Mat,] limits op ThE JOimNEY. 9^ 

part. He said we were all — too— far already, 
which is a very strong expression from the mouth 
of a Hottentot. Another said he was certain we 
were so near the sea, that were he on the top of 
a mountain towards the east, to which he pointed, 
he was sure, he should have a view of it. An- 
other, who doubted the truth of his assertion, 
desired him to go and catch a fish in the sea, and 
bring it to Kurreechane, and they would believid 
him. 

I never designed to penetrate farther into the 
interbr than the central city of the Marootzee 
nation, which I found greatly to exceed, in point 
of importance, what I had previously conjectured. 
By the blessing of God it may prove a Jerusalem 
to the surrounding nations. Nor did I perceive 
any importa&t reason which ought to induce me 
to attempt penetrating farther, and consequently 
hazarding life and the loss of all the information 
Z had obtsdned ; there was already as much new 
ground presented before the Society as they could, 
occupy for some time to come. It seemed desir* 
able also, that the circumstances of my visit to. 
Kurreechane sho.uld be known to the neighbouring 
nations, in lorder that the purity of our motives 
andJthe. benevolence of our object might be under* 
stood, before. farther attempts were made to pene- 
trate into the interior, and to estaMish other 
missions. 
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.1 mentkycied to the Regent in the eveninf 
that; if he and his peopled received the wdi^- <yf 
Ood, their children and thekr children's^ ddldr^bfi 
woifM hereafter coft^iderour visit one of theM^tt 
iniportajit events which had happeiied W their 
nation. He requested that the Hottentot* who 
had muisketB should accompany some of his people 
to §he ptaifi that lay to the eastward of t&e tWii, 
to m^ht them in hunting elephants ; to whic^ vre 
started no objection, though we were not pleased 
with the proposal. 

- >$t biieak ^ day piost of oiir pcropkf wiuo.hinl 
ifti^^ti^ 4et ^ with a numerous httsd of .antted 
nlaiHig^, profe^is^y tOjslipotelepfaaiitff« A^tiaey 
d9d iibt^ttim till neatly sunset we wes^ aaddoius 
ibr^ €beir «^y. Our people ra|>ortexk jthsek thA 
Mar6dt2ee had mvi^ intended tor h«Dlt,< fiiir tlirejr 
lead Mirdied iti^ one direction the half df the day, 
{)9acihg^ii^ k^pkig^ them itk the front y and seeandl 
fafher to be searching for nemies^ than for ele* 
j^ants^. At one thne their conductors panted t^ 
a IdH at no^ g'reat distance, sa3r^g tib^t a eattierpost 
c( Makkabba's was there, h&t tbey did b<4; piOi- 
jioi^ to them to attack it. They walked at a ^mh 
pa£c6 dbbut forty toilea, often through thick woods. 
One of our Hottentots was so over<ion^ witii>heat 
arid fatigue, that he was obfi^ed to be supported 
ibt ^eV6i*al thiles. \f e could not discover the real 
object of this expedition, and only conjectttred it 
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to be a kind of bravado, that the otiier naiions 
hearing of it might be afifaid of them. 

I lost my way in the town during the day for 
about half an hour, the lanes were so crooked 
that they reminded me of the labyrinth at Hamp^ 
ton-court Palace- .... 

Munameets had received a ft^^iA c^< scfi ^k 
from the Regent, for himself and his servants, 
(about five or si« in niAtiAer.) Thoti^ 'thfe was 
only the third day sittce the ox bad! beett giftett, 
he complained ihat he hfetd tiothitig to eA«. ' Itii 
timost incredible how great a quantity df food 
these people can (tevour. =- ^ " 

' The Regent had at l^gth eantmiHied, fei? thtf 
following day, a petefgo, or getieral me^th)^ irf 
the captains, 16 hear oirr netif^. In tihit rei6{3^€W( 
they have some resemblance to the ancient Athe- 
nkM^, for thi^y* are always taken up i^^ffifflrilfg aflter 
new things. Few itotnen visited tfee waggons 
during the d&y, either be^uise the metk* warn 
absent on the pretended Imuft^ or being^a fine <biy 
were digging in the fields ; indeed our men w^ 
they marched along saw great numbers of the 
liadivei thus odo«qf>ie«i. The Regent tettiriied 
ptfpted ali idif^ ¥itk p&penotay, wliicii gave binft 
an i)dd a.ppearsliite. ¥hk< attisntibn !lo ishowr 
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seemed out of character, as he possesses a supe* 
rior mind; but, perhaps, he was obUged to con- 
form to custom. 

Many alligators are said to be in the Marootzee 
rivers : Before the natives either cross them, or 
take water from the margin, they are accustomed 
to throw stones to frighten away these animals. 
Tbey are of a greenish colour. 

The Marootzee greatly abound in cattle. I 
witnessed their herds returning in the evening to 
the kraals, or inclosures in the town. For two 
miles in one direction the road was covered with 
droves of cattle. The whittling of the men, when 
driving their cattle, bore so strong a resemblance 
to . the siBging of birds, that in a morning, 
before I quitted my waggon, I could not distin- 
guish the difference between them. 

- A rain-maker is not esteemed in his own coun- 
try, he must be brought from a distance, for 
example, Mateebe sends to Kurreech^e for his 
rain-maker^ and liqueliog to a distant nation for 
his. 

. The Regent informed me that they obtained 
Hiatter for inoculationirpm the Mahalat^ela, a na- 
tion to the N.K, who wear. dot>es, ride up<m 
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elephants, and are gods. They give them the 
matter, but they will not tell how or from whence 
they obtain it- He thought they must live near 
a people like ourselves** 

I III I I ■ M .I. I I H I I ■ . » ll. I. II ■ 

* ThtBe people must be the Portuguese. ' 
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CHAP. XXII. 



PEETSO, OR GENERAL MEETING OF THE CAPTAINS 
AT KURREECHANE. 



May 10. 
Xn the course af my walk, during the mommg,. 
I met a party of armed men marching to the 
outer districts of the town to summon the cap- 
tains to the peetso, and in one of the streets I 
passed Moeelway with ten or twelve men, paint- 
ing each other's bodies with wet pipe-clay of a 
French grey colour. 

About eleven a.m. companies of twenty or 
thirty men began to arrive in the public inclosure 
where the waggons stood, marching two and two 
as regularly as any trained regiment. Most of 
them were armed with four assagais or spears, 
and had also battle-axes, and shields made of the 
hide of an ox. On entering the gate they im- 
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innately begaji: to eithibit thek witr maiM9uyre» 
in a tecrififi mdimer, now advaacmg, tben retreat* 
ing^ and suddenly returning to the attack ; some* 
tines ako imitating the stabbii^ of an enemy* 
The luetght of their leaps into the air was sur* 
ptning. Each company, After performing these 
ftFobitions, retired from die square and paraded 
throiiigh the tenrn. 

At length the Regent entered at the head of a 
large party, who, after going through their evo- 
kitionSf sat down towards the eastern comear of 
the 9%uiare# afteif which the odier companies soon 
entek^, and took their stations in regular rows 
pfiih lAueir &Qes towards the Regent, who pre- 
i^ed on the occi^ion. The pairty that came 
with Um sat> like himself, fitoing the meeting. 
lkltt¥/een three and four ^ndred persons mighi 
Mii^ose the peetso. 

The meeting eonmeneed by the whole com- 
pM^J^jokungiB singing a song; after which a 
tduef captain wse and commanded tulence. He 
thlsn ga^e thiee howls, and, resting upon his 
«Ssagi^, asked if they would hear him? This 
whs foUow^d by a hudi dxpressiYe of their assent, 
lie.thea^ishied if they would giye attration to 
wh«t he^ said ? The sign was repeated. 

He b€^Q by explresslng his suspickmb that It 
s2 
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^iais the Boquain nation who^' had lately stbteti 
some of tfapeir cattle, and insisted that^acom^ 
mando should be sent against them; on saying 
this, he pointed his assagai to the north/ the diiec^ 
tion in which the Boqaefins livedo as if in the act 
of throwing it towards them* Th6 meeting testi- 
fied its approbation; according to the custom of 
the people, by whistling. He spoke fevorablyof 
the visit from the strangers. 

Moeelway was then called upon to dti^^e be^ 
fore t)iem, that they might have an Of^ortunity 
of cheering him; He is a fine-looking young m4n^ 
about six feet high. He wore the red night'* 
cap I had given him, tied round with gilt tittsel 
iace, which looked extremely well amid sb'nwtley 
a, group. The Regent wore, as a breast-^plate, 
k' very large lackered bed^^nail cover, wbicK 
I had sent him in the morning, with some ot^r 
things, in consequence of his sending me a second 
elephant's tusk. He wore, sometimes bc^ote and 
sometimes behind, one of the handtomest tigwr 
skins I had seen, and was Ibaded with beads.' As 
Moefelway was retuiiaing to his seat fk)m' the 
dance, he was ejtcessively applauded by al)^ 
beating their shields and shaking their assagais, 
accompanied with as m\idi noise afi they could 
make with their tongue^. I should not vvondef 
if Moeelway's popularity excited suspicions in 
the mind of the Regent, lest by and by he might 
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wrest the regal power frdm his hands. At tMft 
stage of the busiaess, a person brought forward 
a large wooden dish with some kind of food» and 
pkiced it before the Regent. 

Pelangye, the Matchiapp^e c&ptain who tra^* 
yelled .wil^ us, rose next, and commenced by 
giving tluree howls, pausing about half a miimte 
between eadi. These M&tchappee. howls, being 
sbmeWfaat different from those of Kurreechane; 
approaching nearer to yells or' shirieks, highly 
diverted the , female spectators, who burst intl> 
iniinoderate fits' of laughter. After the h6\ds, 
three orfour of Pelangye's men rushed forth and 
danced for a few minutes in front of the assembly, 
one of these,, when imitating an attack upon ah 
enemy, fell flat cm the ground, which raised a 
universal roiar, of laughter. Pelangye then ad- 
dressed the meeting, first by taking ctedit to 
himself for having brought white men to ihem; 
he said we were men of peace, and hated thefts 
On his saying this, the people turned round and 
looked at us as if they had not seen us before ; 
undoubtedly they had never till now heard, of 
people of that description. It was a heathen wfacr 
bore this honorable testimony in our favor and 
in favor of the truth ; and they were heathens who 
indicated by their conduct their approbation: 
thus demonstrating that they had the outlines of 
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(iod's law written on their heiurts, and poitwi 
^xi^ti$if% and aci^using conscietices. 

As soon as Pelangye h^ conclttded, the leadef 
of the singing began a song, in which the whole 
anembly joiiied. Their singing betweeh the 
iqpeeched may be designed to give time fisr 
atether speaker to come forward. WiuiQ tfaty 
>V0» singing, Mimamb^s oxit guide nne with bii 
UBoal gravity, w^ariiig eme of my pocket hsodt 
]|ef phiefe on his head, fie began by gcriiig lijqem 
bJurks like a young dng, wbea four^if bk mm 
burst forth from the tanks^ ted ^ustod Iimtilgr^ 
tome of them being eld, tfapy were rather eti^ m 
their movemisnts, whiofa affbrded g^eatamnaemeet. 
After these had daqced a few minutes^ amd exhi^ 
bited their mede of attacking aa toemj> idd 
Mnnameets, and Pelang^ a man about sxs fert 
t^o or thr^e inches high^ stepped mitand danced 
a little, on which Mnnameets proeeedtd to kie 
speeeh. 

He saidi their ttua-euyker had bemi at Lattakoo^ 
aeid hedl^een kindly tMated w^sle there^ hut he 
wiia aorry that Sakkeoteo his rdMieoi^ whei. wwf 
ietit to proteot bini part of the ivaiy^ Uad^ treated 
kite, iU ; to Which apeaiiiit A^ ^eopbief iuaMdteo 
had oobsidi^ned thtt want lof. raia Aef IbA txptt 
?ie««ed m comity upon thme ; kmi Trheaiffixasttd 
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tip th^ eouptiy, aip4 l^upd the dr(:^ught h^d.beeu 
giweral; I»b si^w it was the hand of God» and e:i^ 
liorted them to seds: rain iroxu the Son of God> 
Mrh9 PQuld gire it, 

- With the approbation of Mateebe he ha4 
brought these white men unto them, he now left 
lliem to their fare, and hoped they would not 
ullow them to utairve^ They came a^ fidend3# and 
wf^? ajKious to- establjUl^ a friwidshjlp wii^ 
|)ie Majrootz^e. ^e assured 4hem the Missionaries 
Jbad behaved -well at Lattakoo, had a<7ted to tbejm 
as fathers, and loved peace. They had nof 
brought beads, because they were not traders; 
they came to tell them of the true Qod, and laow 
that the path ircon Kurreechane to Lattakoo wa$ 
ope^d^ he hoped that communications between 
the two places would be sp frequent that the path 
wwH never again become ix^visible* 

.• JVfoeelway, observing a number of pepple at the 
gate looking to the meetings who perhaps accord- 
ing, to their laws had no right to approach so near^ 
rushed towards them with a stick, but they fled 
with %\xQh preoipitation that <he coidd not overtake 

In the time of the intervenipg^inging, Sinosee^ 
;twp pf whose daughters were married tQ thp 
Regent, rose and gave three shrieks^ on which^ 
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many 6f his people ran from the fank», and 
danced, &c. fot ^ome time, after which he made 
a most warlike speech, urging them to go quickly 
against the nation that had stolen their cattle. I 
was afraid he would propose that we should ac- 
company them with omr muskets^ 

Another captain said they had iro King, (al^ 
luding to the government by a Regent,) to protect 
the cattle. He did not like to see yoirng kings 
with thick legs and corpulent bodies, they oug^hrt 
to be kept thin by watching^ and defending the 
cattle. 

A chief from another town, who wis very blacki 
and wore a large hairy cap, made a long speecfr, 1 

warmly exhorting them to take vengeance on the 
Boquains. A blind chief, when exhorting to 
war^ was cheered; on which he remarked, that 
what they had given was a weak cheer, they must i 

clear their throats, and cheer such things with j 

more force and heart. He laughed while he said 1 

this. ' 

■ ■■ . ., I 

Another chief said, they could come to the f| 

peetso all well powdered; and they could talk I 

much about commandoes, but it was all show, | 

they did nothing. In his young days the captains 

were men of far more courage and resolution than I 

they were noWi 
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May.] the REGENrS ADDRESS. 265 

The Regent Liqueling then rose, which caused 
considerable stir. He remarked, that much had 
been said about expeditions against those who 
had stolen their cattle. Though he was not a 
tall man, yet he considered himself a match for 
any who had stolen the cattle, afld was not afraid 
of them, but he .had his resLsbnd for not attacking 
them at present. '' You come before me," said 
he, ** powdered and dressed, and boast about 
commandoes, but I believe you are unwilling to 
go on them; you can talk bravely before the 
women, but I know you too well to take you 
against those nations." He added, that he had 
had various conversations with the strangers,' and 
there was no occasion to fear, and to run from 
them. They loved peace, he said, and came to 
make known to them the true God, and his Son, 
who had come into the world. He then ex- 
plained the reason why we had no beads, which 
had caused so much dissatisfaction. 

His brother concluded the meeting by a long 
speech, at one part of which both the Regient and 
Moeelway, followed by many, ran forward and 
danced for some time. On returning to their 
seats, he proceeded in his speech, and the instiauit 
he concluded, the whole meeting rose as one 
man, with tumultuous noise, and departed with 
«uch speed, that in one minute the square was 
cleared. The meeting lasted about four hour^; 
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CHAP, XXIII. 



k WteSSENGRR PROM MAKKABBA— DRE«eE8 AT W!fi 
^ il^EBTSOi-INTMtVlEW WITH LIQUELJNG &E«»ECT1. 
: JtfJQi MISSSOFAJIIBSt-NAMES OF THB. NATIONS 
I AROUNP,^ c.*.^W6T OF ARTICLED MANUPACTURjEP 
! BY THEM— TOBACCO. 

A'FmR *he peetBO was over, a respectable^ 
li^oking bk<$k inan^ a messenger from MakkaiMimy 
■VWK5 introduced to us ; on which Munameets eame 
ibrward, and told him, that as Makkabba hk^ 
not sent the beads as a sign dT peace to Matei^e, 
he would not consent to these friends visiting 
^im. The Wanketzen aiiswered, that MaU^abba 
hod twice sent a party with the beads, but they 
hsA botii times returned for &ar of the Bw^lmien. 
^' WeU/' said MunameetSi. ^' if Bflakkabba ^mi 
tiie beads, and MiaiacHianes aw goiiig up the 
eountvv, he slumhl go. along with them^ and ia- 
tMdube Idipm te IVfakkabba. The Wftnketsen 
MtMnadI pleased to hear this. I i^ad^ him a 
pfiMe^t of two gilt batt^n^* Hq h«3 peifofm^ 
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in on? t9ni vfitib mwy oUtmn 1» ^^ w ^Hm, ^ 
looked very 9oriouiB» per]h«{« haviag nmn fftor 
CowftB and Donovan dlmng nftor tbfL'«w»^ 
^hio^ 

Hmring ot tho favoraWo i»aiw»r m w^l» H» 

iHiiM (spokD of ufl at the poetBo^ fmt idLflwyf^to 
into good spirits. They were singing \]^{|[itiil^ 
round the fire the whole evening, while many of 
4l(e Marootajee wewli*$oi^, m^ Mtflaelw»y'Rras 
pM/^mfiimg to imitd;t6 them* The ixt^^p^Q^woiiMi 
noft x^naent to cm leaving thcim th/e suaiHMtiikg 
day, alleging that tbey w^re only now getting 
adquaisted with us, and should feel m dsijl ii9ien 
we Were gone. The Regent said he was.fmh 
paring somethijig for us, and thai tre shoaid-^haii^ 
ajiothairo]: on liie morrow, for he icould not ikkok 
iji.^bttonieiUkiagtip^ food. Aftar 

tW peetslo the women mid olBUstn yiMtfiittd 
freely into thft teirt, which they iifK>dld adt %» 
bifordi Ctmfidenee In uis Bflffyinfid only to ham 
MW Ir^^iiB, and we had no dbbbt huii thdy 
would afttarwards commend its to ths njslnsia 
aKouhdw / 

One of ii^ Hottehieis had some faeaAs^. tliat: 
he exfihai^d diirii^ the day fdtt an elefdumt'a 
timk, whdfdi beads the^ifegeiithad niitpiimoiuiy 
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seen. Receiving information of it, he ordered the 
man to bring the beads before him, and the Hot- 
tentot th6 tooth, which wias instantly done. He 
inspected both articles, and sharply reptdved 
the man for a breach of the law, in purchasing 
beads which had not been shown to him. He 
then gave the man the beads and the Hottentot 
the tusk. By this transiaction he show^ lumself 
^idposedand able both to claim and to maintain 
hii^ rights. 

There were a great diversity of dresses at the 
^[^tso. They all resembled each other, however; 
ill having their bodiies painted wiUi pipe^clay 
£rbiil head to foot, and in wearing a kind of white 
turban, made from the skin of the wild hog, the 
bristles of which are as white as the whitest 
horse^hair. Mainy wore tigers-skins, and several 
were ornamented with eight or ten coverings re- 
sembling fur tippets, hanging from their shoulders, 
and others wore them depending from thie middle 
of their bodies. There were a great variety of 
skin cloaks without the hair. Yet, • notwith- 
standing- all this finery, few scenes could be con- 
-oeived more completely savage, almost bordering 
on the frightful ; but the tones of voice and the 
actions of most of the speakers were oratorical and 
graceful; and they possessed great fluency of ut- 
tereoice. None seemed to have the smallest 
timidity, nor yrete they reluctant to express their 
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May.1 visit to sinosee's son, iB^o 

minds with freedom. In fact they exlubited a 
lingular ccmipound of iDarbarism and civitization: 
The utoiost latitude of speech seems to be allowed 
on such occasions. The women^ who stood aboul 
twenty yards^ distant from the assembly, somef 
times cheered, by pronouncing the letter, rip. k 
loud musical tone. An elderly woman very fee- 
quently applauded in that way, while the 
Regent was speaking ; I concluded she was- his 
mother or sister. . .jlu 

1 1th. At break of day, the waggons were isulv 
rounded by people who were much more open and 
free; few of the children, however, hadiyetiorer-^' 
come their antipathy to our appearance, for,. if 
they met me suddenly in a lane, they fled to the 
nearest hiding-place. 



We went again to Sinosee's district, on aiyisrt 
to his soil. A crowd of people surrounded/us Jkhc( 
wJiole time we were there. He treated uff/als biar 
father had done, with their liquor res€mfaiit^ b&er^ 
but so thick and new that I could do little more 
than taste it. On walking round his house I was 
amused to find two of our Hottentots busy in pullr 
ingoff some copper rings from the armofthfe 
captain, which they had bargained for. ; .Hechad 
a respectable appearance, though painted red 
from head to foot. There must have been, at 
least forty rings on the arm at: whidi' «be Biptv 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



23^ INTERVIEW W17H LlQ0KklNe, &c. £18l}K 

iaaasBSBBSsssasBssssssssBsssasssssBss^^ 

teicbltfi mete pv&iixg ; he had aled abdut thirty mr^ 
iMgH hunging'to fiU i^u*b« made of aaietal which 
tuaeh resembled gold^ obtained^ as I UBdeisstoBod^ 
kam coimtriu to the north of KurreeohaM. He 
^cQfe also beads, aild what ap{>eared to be silvM 
lin^s,. round his legSy obtained itam the nmie 
^pittrter. 
. t '. 

After dvtmer ire had a meeting with LiqueUi^^ 
in the presence of Moeelway, Mmsaxneetai^ and 
others, fully to ascertain his sentiments respecting 
MaaBimariw residing at KurreecMane^ aftd of their 
^4^ying 1m countenance and protection^ now 
ihtLi he had heard the aestttiments of hkr chief 

He said that ever since he had received a 
message from the Missionaries at Lattakoo, by 
^ . nin^€naherr with the proibiM of a visit, he 
kid beds desirouS' of their ooming^ ind he ho]^ed 
wet ahould m^uijfy seds among the white men 
{be iftaw jflm would ednralt to Uye aitidi^ tfaeta« 

The Bagdni^d brother tiuta said^ they were so 
hi^iiry at oilr vimV thltt> weire we not so hwYy^ 
limy wofldd thtDw nsi 19 into the atr» aiad nM lef 
M^ioMjh ths^glDoiiiidagliilab 

We infomitd Liquetm^ of our intentafon t« 
daibrt 6M tAsr inorrdw. He said he permitted Md 
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to d^fialrl from KJnrraecbilie Mfbaie He bad flei&'to 
last us till w^ sivMd ooioie to aplaidi wbwfe tliditt 
wai ptefity' of gasAe. He ldn» toikh^yr uj^bn 
the veif iMsda we bsU fdr departiag tbe.ntfactf 
day, ^. trkste patt of the oxiie gsve us min^bfAA^ 
for, had this been consumed, we could noihaa^ 
departed for want of food, the game being very 
aneertain. « 

» 
The Wrnkkiaatn firom Makkabba^ iidtedk in thir 
monmg for tile pi^edeirt I had piromidied t<^ aead 
bia masler« I sieht by hbA a red haiidJuirdubt( 
alooking'^^lasd, scklsaars^ a knife, ^cF-ria^ afimifl^ 
box flA of sniifF^ and yaricKia othcdf artietesi, asiA 
hoped the present would mafce a favorabie iom^ 
pression. He appeared to have felt anxious about 
9pi i^isiilo tfafe Mii-oMnte^ms tfaedre hadbeea tiflree 
dHforenk paxOoA thaarfer sent by hiia fimhg 6lHr 
trtsKy, each party nri:uraingr widitwo days, aewa^ ^ 

Thci Eegeat fsLvmei m^ yMh the aaUkQH of 
ii)^t^at^di» of twenty MKkas aroiind UuL Many 
of the towns, he said, were as huge and pa|nd4«i 
as Kurreechane. He began by naming the Wan- 
kMz^fM^ fa ^ WMtward. 

N«rth of ftutte«0ha&«, the Mo^aiUb, BttiflMflH 

WtttOO. 

Tb' N. E., The M &kattak»« 
Ti»A«,']AAp2daa^, Mtesdooiiav 
To B. by A, ^Wtttij*. 
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. To SiEJy Bassetja, Boioropolongs, Maribana, 
Babooklola, Bamoohopa, Bapoohene. 

To S.S^E., BapOy Bammatow, Baliciaiia, Ba- 
hoba, Bapeeree^ Buldokla^ Moolehe, Moohoo- 
beloo^ M Qomanyannap Mohawpee, Bammaleetoe, 
Peeree. ■ ' 

Liqueling presented to Munameets a large 
elephant's tusk, and a bag of copper beads, which 
might contain about two pints ; he likewise sent 
a present of a similar bag of beads to Mateebe. 
Thus the connection between the Marootzee and 
the Matchappees will probably become closer 
than ever. Munameets was in high spirits in 
consequence of this. 

Moeelway said in the tent, that had lie plenty 
of beads, he should cover his whole body with 
them, and wrap them round his throat till they 
touched his chin. Though a fine-looking young 
man, he often in the tent assumed the simplicity 
of a child, but in his public conduct I observed 
notMng of the kind. 

The congregation in the evening was more nu- 
izierous than usual. I addressed them on the 
redemption of the soul being precious. The 
people, when speaking of us among themselves, 
callus Captains of News, having told them so 
many things which they did not beflire know.. 
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-' i^hey kave ft pafa^ iiidos^ire ^j^pito^^n^i^^ for 
4ie s!afiighteri0g of tiiattle> a* ccmvenienc^ whicli 1 
•did m>t hear <tf lit any other town. • ^ 

^'his day, m /«^hichl^e finally 'settled with, ^t^ 
Regent about Miss^haafies coihiifg to theilffi- 
roi»ti!ee natioti, (we recollected in the e^eding;) 
'^wafi the diay of ihe Annual Meeting «f the Mis- 
sionary Society at home. < :o i > 

Liqueling expressed a strong desire to^have one 
of our pewter plates, [or covers,] a spoon, and a 
.foi^. :^ He urged hi& request, by ^uay^f that 
people from other nations wp^ldnot^t>i^ieY^ h^ipi, 
when he should tell jthem he had received aivifit 
fiVm :vrhite jnen.; but if they saw. him eatiqig out 
ofsiiieb a dish^ th^y Mrould th§n believe him 

Some nations beycmd Kurreechai9i^ ^re rep<]^d 
to be very kind to. strangeirs^ conside^ng t^ein* 
f ^lyes. under an obligation to support the^o^ as 
long as they remain in their territories. Perhaps, 
however, they might act differently to white 
,strangerfi(, whom they saw possessing many things 
-^Ittch they 'coveted. V . 

. , The , B^egent said> if you . come ag?in,. hitmg 
'|(iod. with you,, for you seo; how lHi»gy.w^.,ap:;f. 
He qiaanitbeads^ on wl^ch their wh^jis^Ml% ^d 
9jtL thei^r affe^tio^ikare placed, r ,; . - ; 

VOL. I. T 
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neetion with^p^n^nhdk^ffmgiQm^^^ 

so that they reside at each other's houses, when 

^ii<Aig/t|ii&i|iiitf^<^ iMd:i«^«lJ^^ pf«g^litlbJ&c. 

"WHea/tre were *valki&g aclbs^dh^ptMlp jgkicfh.v^ 
old captain asked Mr. R. if iui )«o^l^tol(e^M» ^ 
the nose, which was tantamount to asking if he 
worfia consent ^:o fee^is ^mart. : . » 

A^fOm^ ^d.«o ^be 9Nkk«bhb«t« .ptiw^Bl -mea- 
<seftger, ^^i^ie, tke^o^ "v^^ 'bladk, bibd a taotlt 
'rtep^taJyie ^qipeai^Me, arrived eaf ly itt ijkk moiw* 
%kg With ' an inritafion to risit this «»as<feer. ^We 
consisflft^ Ifunameets and Liqu^luig ftt4he>ffate* 
The former said we might go, but he would by 
-no means ^dcfeompany ^w. ^e lattw ^said, ^4f we 
wewt, w^ ioiigftt to ftepAtid fot ^g^g ofl' a ^^»- 
mando ' Mf*ifh . him, ^is ^hat «^fti iiis design 'in'4nvi«- 

We cHm<^gded4;%a<f]^is object in stadkig^us, 
must either have been to obt^ beads, 'or to t^ifee 
us with him on a predatory expedition. Of the 
^TSi w«%^ n6ne,^o^Ch6 latteir^vre w«re indisposed, 
•^^i9henlbT6i^^pe^ ilit^^ fhe< laessengei*, ^hai >we 
'\^ Latf2(k<^ with ^ intenffi^n of^sitiag^e tH- 
rootzee, and could -iifirt^6r0«r']iIttn€ftfa^ileM> 
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f^iit vrhem Missiomuries rti^ld ccone acd erettib 
amonsr t)ie TrnmiMte^ M^hawi», and Marootzees^ 
we had no doubt but they would visit him akaa. 
We gave him presents, after which he went away, 
}mt &e father appeared dissaidi^ed.^ 

A great con^aurae of peoflfli^ gmnrwided tha 
waggons from break of day. At nine a. m., every 
ttmghtmg ready, we departed, fottiviral hymMny 
persons. The Regent and Moeeihn^y wii&ed 
with us to the foot of the hill, on which the town 
9tood, when they took leave and returned home. 
■' > ■ :i ■ ' . 

The Marootzee aie cop^i^tly f0porte4 ]^j 
btbersotioBS to snne^ coj^r; they pfofess the 
same themselves, and they abound in eoppet 
ntiC3te& more than .the Qther «atumi^. They 
asserted also that cupper furnaces were bdutad 
the houses of soona of their ca|»lBiiis>> bai wa never 
could jolklain a si^ (A tiiem. Tbey^ did nal &Ltly 
refuse, Jmt put it off from tinei to 4;ima. Fbrhaps 
they aote^ ^us on the pcineiple. of the Bir- 



* I observed five cuts across his left side, a proof he had 
^1^4 $Te ffen« Hq^ fisin; wer^ 9n his right side couljlnot 
be seen, bein^ hid by. his qloak. These SLCars are made for the 
same purpose thai stars are worn on the breasts d£ Sbropeail 
eotiqu^k. 1[4e^'ar^ nmrkii ^fifidthetioil, trhteh refiei^ bo^ 
ti|illiilh«iA isMAfMfg' tbiiexftiMnjbdttii^tiiiikgh Jtlbersl^t^itfiithB 

^|*9*»l^fe^^M»pf B^oeftjfcj^,' ., . \y. 

t2 
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mingham and . Sheffield manu&dtur6r»,^^'being 
jealous lest otters should obtaift a kad^^le^e of 
Ike art. .d (^ 

Moeelway married one of. his fetheif s wkfows; 
who is a clever, good-looking woman, about ten 
oi^ twelve years older than himself '• ' ^i 

. : . ..•.-. .'.: »7"ir. 
The following articles pf trade aise maira&ctaDetl 
at Kurreechiaie : '- . • :. ,-;.. 

Of /row.— Pick*axes, adzes, battlei-axes,.lgiiTes^ 
assagais, razors, awls, drill-bores, or bits, smith- 
tongs, hammers, rings, beads. - 
' Of/t?orj|f.— rKnife-handlei^, whistles,^ ^ aiUi and 
leg rings. . . * c 

Of Copper. — Neck, arm, leg ami ear icings, 
beads* ., 

Of Ruskes.T-BBskets, bonnets. - . . 

Of Leo/A^r.-^loaks, caps, sandals, shields. 
r Of Wood. — ^Various. kinds of dishes, spopns. 
- Of Ciaj/y ^6. — ^Various, sizes and patterns of 
pots, jars, goblets. 

Of Stone. — ^Pipes. 

They grow much tobacco, both for their own 
consumption and as an article of trade. In pre- 
paring it they boil the. leaves, which gres^y re- 
dtices itfii strength, and re&dersi itins^d to those 
accustomed to tobacco otherwiae prepared^ yet 
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Mat.] a cutler AT KURREECHANE. 277 

such is the power of habit that they preferred 
it greatly to our's, though much stronger. 

They have iron, found to be equal to any steel. 
A cutler at Kurreechane would be able to support 
the mission almost without any expense to the 
Society, if a disinterested man. Every knife he 
manufactured, though without being made to shut, 
would be worth a sheep, and many of these he 
could make in a day. He would instantly find 
customers among the , inhabitants of the town, 
and those from other nations. A rough-made axe 
is worth an ox. 

It was impossible to number the houses in Kur- 
reechane, but probably the population may 
amount to sixteen thousand, it being at least four 
times the size of New Lattakoo. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



REtURN FROM itURREECHANE TO MASBOW- 

The day of our departure from Kurreechane 
wasdelightfuli though it was winter. We vnsre 
%<^yised to cross the moaataiiia by a di£Ees^t 
¥Oute from that by ^hich we came* It wa& ab^. 
six miles more to tht we^we^> and tboi^gb not 
so full of fine scenery, was much better for the 
waggons. At four p. m. we halted by the side of 
the river, which we had passed the day before our 
arrival at Kurreechane. 

About sunset a large male rhinoceros was ob- 
served by one of the Hottentots approaching the 
water to drink. After drinking he came towards 
the very bush in which the Hottentot was conceal- 
ed; this allowed him to take a good aim, and he 
shot the animal through the heart. The rhino- 
ceros ran under a tree, and, after standing a Jittle 
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time>' fell dmm and expiied. Thecaro^fi yfm k^tr 
to be cut up in the mornings but the inteHigeii.ce 
gave general satisfaction to all the people who 

IStSk^ In the momiiig i vent i0, Ihie plajse 
wimiQ tiia earcate of ^ rhiiuioera& lay, aiMl 
Mftc&ed it about iitlf past eigllt, Th^' oxei¥ 
grased aroulid daring the process^ of cutting^p^ 
Ae animal. Ikbiieh blood was lying about a»da. 
^ad|a tluti had been wounded was foiuod deadr 
Bmt it. Though a male rfahioceros it wats not sa 
largitf as they generfi^ly ape. It m^Miired in Ij^gi^ 
ten feet and a half, the circumference of the body 
'Mtt twelve iwt, the eyes were plaeed ;kb<iut 
fdiirteen inches befiqre tlie ears. At eleve® ^.m. 
the carcase being cut up .a»d fMteiied 0n thft 
backs of oxen/ we went fiirward tp gi^t over a 
Moobd row fd hiHis. Tliu0(|er a»d r|tin jsatop^. 
Oil while we were ascending tite pa^^ 9;nd 
iocfMsed a& we approadi^ ^ sumtmt ; the hei^v ji 
lUl of vain obliged uk twice to, l^t> btft t|;iLe 
gfound being roeky 4|d nctt become dippiery, feliie 
our oxen oodild n<|t have proceeded. At fidmr f. Mt 
we entered upon oiir former traek^ afid hai^d near 
Phflip FenntaiQ, The rain Mi in t(^l$i^% anfl 
tli» thunder ndled ftomooe end i&f therheayetis 
te die olliey. Haqpptty thene was a^ i4d Ma,- 
moteee caiM«<^place> and a few low huts left s^d^ 
ing, whk)h afforded scone diell^r. A rhinocoot 
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2S0 EFPECTS OF RAIM. ON THfi KAfllVBS. ^%^'Z 
was wounded not far from the waggm^, 'biit:got 

off. ''- . ' u' oj 

It was as dark» cold and gloomy as any^wvnCer: 
night in Britain, and torrents of rain continued to 
fall till about nine p. m. when the clouds begHLto 
break and the stars to appear. Our Matchappees 
and Mashows, though they had jpitBty of flesdi^: 
were very dull, not a whisper was to be keard: 
among them. No kind of weatln^ is more d^^. 
pressing to this pefople than rain* The: sight o£ 
thetn excited pity ; they .Reminded me of the-Q?'*. 
pearance of the poultry in England duriilg raki. . . 

' Pelarigye having rather TeccmibimuiQd mac- 
going to Makkabba, in consequence of Ms i»Titft*: 
tioh^ had been teazedby Munameets imd others, 
as ia friend of what thiey called the rogue Af ak- 
kabba. Perceiving that his boiiduet afiiected hk^ 
political chat^cter as a captain of the Malchap-^ 
pees, he had been trying to regain it ever siiioc, 
by telling us, in the heanng' of the ofthers, that 
Makkabba was a great rogue, and every thtog 
that was bad. I bciievehis only reasoat^for wisfc- 
ing us to comply witii Makkabba's invitation wa« 
iiis expectation that -he would give ua an* ox to 
kill, and he should have a share e£: it. Thoi^ 
the journey should have cost us our lives^^ njeverr 
theless I bdieve he would have asjoyed the flesjti^ 
and not have regretted bringing us there, -esper 
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okUy i£ j&i^ Hottentots had siunrived to ,shoot 

game on the way home^ ^. . 

Two of the Matchappees, not having tobacco* 
pipes^ adopted a curious contrivance for smoking. 
They dug a hole in the ground the shape of, a 
basin, in which they formed, with their fingers, 
a rovnd passage, down one side and up the. other, 
in the i^iapie of an invefrted bow^ this they arched 
over with clay, and filled, up the whole with 
ettrth, jleaving op«n> the two ends .of the p^age •: 
then-placing their* tobai^co, [or rather wild hemp} 
wkli a t lifted cinder at one end, /; and i pujiing 
tibeir mouths close to the other, they suoked out 
Ae GOiioke. .Necessity is the mother of invention^ 
in all lands. , . v i 

14lii. The rain having subsided, and the morn- 
ing pleas Wt, we went forward at nine* a. mv 
Themn: at noon 56. A, flock of several faundired 
quachas,* travelling towards the south, passed oh 
our left, with their leader about a hundred yards 
anhead of them, whom they implicitly followed. 
l%ose'who hunt the quacha generalLy.i^ideavor 
first to kill their lejider, which/piits all the rest 
voAjo sudi confusion that: they know not whft 
course to pursue. A Marootzeeirom Kurree-. 



* Or wild asses, with striped skins like the zejbra. 
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ei, wh6 joiited uft^ ssdd he patted w manor iiBt 
the morning, travelling ia thd sane dinectMB. 
They thus migrate every winter, from the high 
hmis in thsf north to the neighbduvhood) of Ae 
Bfafadareen^ where the huid is Idwev and tke 
wid^r milder^ 

We met a plarty ^ pom people tpomVSkAmKr^ 
bodi men and^ wonieki, with fbaf pank-oxen^ 
They wtere travelliiig to the iiationfr in the iiortli> 
sedciiig for ^mpioyment in tim(shmg ofHt tlitir 
^cpm. They tra^veUed m the tmek of tmiymg^ 
90118^ whieii' going tip the CDiaDtry; triikliL woold 
in time beeome a J^etlten paAi^ and save imich iDh 
cimveaieiide to isMweesAi^g tfinrdiefa. Wepasni 
two rhinoceroses, feeding on the side cf alow 
hill to the right, the same probably we had seen 
in that piac0: whbn going np. The : one was a 
huge animal^ the iOther <^nsideraMy sifialler« 
Sosle ef - our paopte applroacbed very near to 
titeik witJi their inmsli^ts, font the anmiate retired. 
Though the rhinftceckass be one of the mont fer^ 
chms of anomaly it pods^nea some &af of i3»m* 
There » a fatown fadrd^ about thesiae of a thrtNli, 
(kaMed the duaooim^ bsrd, from its p<»)chiiig 
tpm tiuaee ^nimajbs and picking off ih» huA^ 
)m^ wMch' fit: wi him, and froan "whioh he has 
no means to extricate himself. This little crea- 
ture performs the same kind service to the 
elephattt. 
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. At Uiree p. »c^ ipe retiched tbe banks of the 
Mdoppo^ wiierd we intraded baiting until Jifomday; 
M were ^soon ^mplayed in feUing yoxmg treeil 
fixr makiiig mcloMres roood the fires to protect 
themseWes firoiiii the eold nigfat-^rind^. In liMti 
mote than an hour the plac^ assumed the a^^pear*^ 
anee of a village, frc^m the temporary huts as 
Midi as the inclofiuresthieiy had erected, and from 
Ha number of fima they had kindled. The Hot^ 
teitofti llfeti^g eau|^ the spirit of the Matdm|^ 
pe^ ako erected fenmB around- th^m to inci ease 
their ^nnfort^ a <»ist0m unknown to their nataen^ 
aadnevet l^oi^ done by those wha joutneyed 
iridi ine* J A Hottentot would creep under ftlaiah 
te skfp in a cold mght^ but to. cut disown budite 
to rratdi^ iiumsetf eonlfortaUe ei^r never oo-^ 
eured to his inin4> or eise.w^s anjsffort whiph he 
had not sufllciqnt xe^lution tp^ q^^ake^ rather ft»r 
ffstxmg to endure 9<^ or wet the whole nights 

\6ih. Being the Sabbattli we rested and had 
different meetings with the people for worships 
Having gone down to the river to drink of its 
pure waiter, a liop sh^nrtly afterwards oc^iiqpsed 
the ^Mae ground I had: lef);. 

16th. Pel^gye, Mmvm^ and Meketsee 
came for the first time into the tent, to ask a few 
question^, (in order to obtaiwln^E)nxw^ but, the 
^ootghi»W?ini»;l»?1>re^er bplW^ ofi the. way. 
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we could only understamd a f€^ of their inqumes. 
They wked what my name* was, as they had 
forgotten it, being accustomed always to call me 
Moonajree, a comipiion of. the Duteh -wiord 
Mynheer.. They could not repeat my name ii^ 
any other way than Camdo. Having no word iir 
tlieir language ending in /, they could: net pre 
nDUiioe it without the addition ofanothdr letter/ 
All<of themattemj^ed it serei^ times, but eadh: 
added either o or ti. We mefntioned to diem Mr. 
Philip's name, which they pronounced; 5%, 
baling no sound of the f m their Isaiguage. 
l%ey theai^ inquired if the King of Engtand kept 
eatde, ^ if there was much game in England, and 
pietnty of /rhinoceroses^ elephants, cameleppards^ 
quachas, knoos, &c. They were j^rpnsed to 
hear there were none'fef these, and that the only 
attim^ls hunted were hares and foxes. It mtot 
have appeared inconceivable to them^ How the 
inhabitants could subsist in such a land, for huge 
animals, in their estimation, form the glory of a 
country. ^ 

Yesterday, in the morning, Munameets told us 
there would be a new moon that day, and we 
saw it immediately after sunset, but how he 
knew it we could not learn from him. 

It is said that all the nations known in South 
Africa, whien ' travellitig, perform much longer 
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Stages in a day on thdr retqrmi^ than ^heii 
going from home, a good critefrion for judging of 
the state <^ their feelings. 

- Muiiameetii inquired i£ beads cbme put of. thid 
Oreat Water ? * If many kept islaves ? if th^ 
king of England's towh was as large as Kurree^ 
chane ? If the person who ruled at the fair, where 
Jan Hendric and Malidla went for clothed and 
beads, was- the king of En^and^? 'meajpdii^ ;eit^» 
Mr. Stockingstrome or Mr. Baird (the laoiddrost 
and deputy landdrpst). If the people of Eiigland 
wore* skin cloaks ?_ ^ : i 

Being awake part of the night, I heard wolvw 
and jadkals all around, but our ddgs had igot bo 
accustomed to them that they did not bark. ; We 
left the banks of the Moloppo at sevenl,^ aild at 
eleven a. m. halted near the Musaree River, where 
our people wounded a rhinoceros, whic^ ^as 
pursued and stabbed by' the Matchappees., This 
greatly increased their stock of provisions, and 
caused a merry day. We departed again at ; five^ 
and halted at seven f. m. 

17th. We solved two legs of the rhinoc»*os 
that had been killed the preceding day, to present 
to the King of Mashow and his principal chi^6f 
Maketzee complained, in the evening, that, iAiCObr 
sequence of our doing so> h^ had hardly Ipotimy 
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THREE* LIONS AND A SNARE SEEN. [te«L 

flesh; jnik t^' tnMniiig, a Ikt^e afiber sih^iai^ 
f^ilie of hiA ^^fimffltts pumdf 90 loddMl^illLifet 
flesh, that they were bes^mg nmisit ^ke wsi^aL 
Maketzee did not expect we should have seen 
iMB* They Ind s^aftd behilBd^ s^ mMDt to/hibve 
paisdd uft mitk it ib^Ms mSa beford ^bljslight H# 
was i0videA% ashtfiiiid at tbf diaottytje* ' 

Wa (A^i^rMd ^ elanm a.IIm and ^Btfefled 
ws^mgJKtmg giBA&^^hm^ there is liel^iii/^nttt 
game^ fa^(»ii^ ijQ fiudi aitaala$«s iitty eanitut 
taadjlif S€ia Mie ap|»riiach of their enemtM^ ThfM 
lions were seen near the waggoas> Theim« 6(k 
At four p. M. we halted at the same place we had 
dme tfayb MisiiiQ^ Jailer leavii^ Alilahofw^ where 
welmilaotniiaphnitt. Th^ e^foA an mbkk imi 
wi^gona had stoo^ appfiurad iflsA. a qptagoiif » 

l^tiL ?h9 Matchappees^ joa taking .^ iJi^ 
iddns ottwlqeh thay had slqpk ddmng Ih^ o^rbtf 
fimnd a saaka, whidi dtey inatastly Mtted. S^ 
veral of oar followeirs; with their pafdcf^nen loaded 
with rhinoceros' flesh, wient forwafd, hofota Uf 
during the night, towards Mashow, as it is not 
Mrvtoinai^ to eanry pwvisaons inta the toima in 
tha^dify^m^, b^aase the applioatioas l(>r a^hsM 
ditheih^ottld )>eiav.too iramMousloji&aoQi^iiitd 
w4th; ' ' JW' t^e ^ aame Maaoa, diey! aeldam^J^tk^r a 
IpatiMilt 9t iiv daik,.sQ thaA a ^ranger> x»Miii»s 
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.among th^m wmiA ^mmt Mi^p90e 4JMt ikbey 



•Oont/fetfiiBg io. the twt wilh |ifeibaaMii»ti# ikv- 
langye, Maketzee, &c. abra/t^Mekln^ba^'^JiJiig 
of the Wanketzens, they mentioned^ as a won- 
4exfid itEaltin hie eh»»^F^ that he fieimr isAept 
rin -tike ^day^ma W^teD J tsdvi ^ihGm ttial ^ 
people .m my oodntcy d6d not ski^ in jt)liQite|r- 
4iaie'«ildM(r>ihey lau^hecU Jdid Miil /tiieydbad jqI^ 
juervBdme^aeyetral tkneK li^d^* atiKftii»fifllAiie» gp 
lony waggon, ^s4i>ey.fiiq)podfid to jdeep, Whtn 
I T0bnred &Qm ilie Jmrtle tf» iwi&te/ ip. Iiiqf JoiuiMi 
I iwto * obtig^ 'to imake /sirtTy .thiij^.w «QlQ4er li^ 
jPKMusihle, toftmeat aaelecteUna fixni the apeb- 
ttatoTBi wl)p iCBmatantiy )b«st the wiifgottk^. jttd 
^l^obaibly H vm^ > <iDwing ta ' thia. tiiartahfi ^yhidi 
^gM^rally fTOv«itod, Ihnt i esi^oji^d 4W WMii 
jqiiiet ^hei^i iiwU^dtf^^ to the <^^ 

At ^ sev^n we m^gi^ torw^xA, nd Mon^^ittf^li^d 
^iiidng "the' trees mhich me ^ad £9«ad ^O'e^ni^ 
pletfifly atript ^ their leaves by .a haiUntoim. 
T4ioagh it was wwtev^ they were again 4$pnMiifig, 
w4iidi considerably removed 4te^gleo«ny appeal^ 
aaoe iSiey made irbea <we tvreve goipg i;^ 4he 
^eowELtty. t%te -young ^gcass was also sbeettng up, 
"^iiAiich gave Ihe^ eountfy the aippearonce «^«pi$f^. 
^n ^riei^ing' this ^»cene, Oemelius, 4fiy ^HetteMot 
4fiver, «<Ad me fhftt OQce, en th« «<MAnes ^ 
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'Caifrelaiid, h&hmd seen a slower of hsdl-atoaes, 
many of which were larger than a f»geon's egg. 
These not only injured the trees, but killed many^ 
of the ostriches, which were found dead after the 
shower had passed over. 



About ten a. m. we passed two villages belong- 
ing to the Bbotsfaoaim Bushmen; at tiie last of 
-tfacmi' We 'halted for a short time. There were 
about seyenty huts, but only nine Women- aad a 
&w children at home/ all of whom, excepit three 
women, concealed themselves at first... These 
stood leami^ wil^ their backs against i/hat, si- 
lently viewing w. They were complete^ exhibi* 
-tions of starvation, and seemed to be undki cox^ 
isaderableapprehehsionafor tfadrrsafet^^ One of 
oiir people asked if he might brki^ tbem: a Jittle 
tfasaoca^S' flesh ; we immediudy dbpattilbedhim 
for some to the waggons; Oix cuttiiig.off tw0 or 
three pounds to each of the three women, I never 
>iwitiiessed.so sudden a change from the lowest 
d^th of depression and agitation to the .most ex- 
tmvagant joy. '- A criminal receiving a pardon 
.^ttder the igallows could not have 'Cxptess^ his 
4el]^t in a more aniimated maiiner. The stfKnd 
which they made immediately brought the others 
.from tb^ . concealment, who rushed towards us 
.aiMl bagged some flesh also., We gave tp eadh.;a 
apiece of fl^sh and a little tobacco. They <i^ce^ 
"for. a fi^WimmuteSi smd then prooee^^ to light 
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their fires, in order to cook the flesh they had so 
unexpectedly received. Their black fingers ap- 
peared as hard as bones, and were probably ren- 
dered so by digging roots out of the ground for 
food. Their men had been absent on a hunt 
for three weeks, and of course the situation of 
these poor females must have been very dis- 
tressing. 

It is very probable that a Missionary sent to 
this scattered people would be able to collect 
them together, form them into a nation, and 
teach them to cultivate a portion of those 
millions of rich acres by which they are sur- 
rounded ; a deed which would deserve the thanks 
of the whole human race. The Tammahas were 
once in the same state ; but by some means or 
other, which I could not learn, they were col* 
lected into a nation, and now their land abounds 
both in com and cattle. These Bootshuana 
Bushmen must be very numerous, from the 
numbers I fell in with where there was no beaten 
track, and because from hence it may be inferred 
that, in whatever direction we had chosen to tra- 
vel, we shoiild have found an equal portion of their 
villages. They speak the same language wit& 
the surrounding nations, by whom they are de** 
spised meirely on account of their poverty* 
Having been so long dispersed, and living in a 
straggKng yrzy, they must be destitute of those 
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national prejudices against the Gospel, arising' 
from bigotted customs, and sanctioned by the 
approbation or compliance of their forefathers. 
They would probably consider it as a favor if a 
Missionary were appointed to reside among them. 
" Unto the poor," it is said in the Scriptures, 
" the Gospel was of old preached ;" unto a 
poorer race of men than these, in every sense of 
the word, it never was preached. Like most of 
the Bushmen to the south, they literally possess 
nothing. But the man who could cheerfully 
submit to live among them, however beautiful 
their country, must have this qnalification— " The 
joyful hope of a blessed immortality," which 
makes a man happy anywhere. 

About a mile and a half beyond the village we 
came to a pool of water, which would, at least, 
affbrd drink to our oxen, where we halted. 
While at breakfast a Mashow man who had 
travelled with us to Kurreechane, but had re- 
mained behind, passed in a violent hurry with 
some pack-oxen. 

From his account it appeared that the Boquain 
nation were oh their way to attack Kurreechane 
at the tim€ we left it* On the plain to the east- 
ward of the town they were arrested in their 
march by the same rain we had experienced the 
day after our departure from the city. During 
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this halt they were discovered by Kas&anoa, king 
of Doughooboone, whom we saw at Kurreechane, 
on his way back to it, and who is united in a 
league of friendship with the Marootzee. On 
making the discovery, he immediately hastened 
to the Marootzee cattle-posts, and spread the 
alarm, and then proceeded to Kurreechane, where 
he gave information of the approaching enemy. 
On which all was alarm, bustle^ and confusion. 
Tn the mean time the Mashow very prudently 
loaded his pack-oxen and fled. Such was his 
speed, that he had travelled at the rate of fifty 
miles a-day, and so great the dread which he felt 
of the Boquain nation, that he would not even 
halt and proceed to Mashow with us, but after 
telling his story, went forward as fast as he 
could. 

These Boquains, in consequence of their having 
possessed much cattle, have been so often at- 
tacked by the covetous nations around, that they 
must have become a warlike people, and may in 
their turn be a scourge to others. 

All the interior nations are so dependent on 
their cattle for subsistence, that to deprive them 
of either the whole or a part must make them 
almost desperate, and render them formidable 
enemies. It is scarcely necessary to observe, 

u2 
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that they never trouble their heads about the 
morality of things. 

We departed at noon, (Therm. 68,) and, on ap- 
pi^oaching Mashow, were surprised to find none 
of the com cut down, as the Marootzee had 
begun their harvest before our arrival at Kurree- 
chane, this perhaps might be owing to some 
difference in the soil and climate, or to a greater 
quantity of rain having fallen towards the end of 
^e season in the Mashow than in the Marootzea 
country* 
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RECEPTION FROM THE KING AND HIS PEOPLE- 
DISCOVERY OF A PECULIAR SPECIES OF RHI- 
NOCEROS—CONVERSATION WITH THE KING 
ABOUT RECEIVING A MISSIONARY— ROBBERY 
BY THE WANKETZEN AMBASSADORS. 



W E catered Mashow at five p. m. The Hotten- 
tot Jager, having remained behind with some of 
the natives to search for game, arrived a little 
after us, with the pleasing intelligence that he 
had shot two rhinoceroses and wounded two* 
Kossie the king and several of hh chief captains 
gave us a friendly reception, as did many of the 
inhabitants, who soon encircled oar waggons. 
The first inquiry of many of them was, whether 
the Ms^ootzee had given us any oxen for our sup* 
port while at Kurreechane? When Kossie was 
in the tent in the evening, Pelangye told him that 
Makkabba had sent us an invitation to visit him, 
but that we had not gone : on which he turned 
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to us and said, it was well that we did not go. 
Several of the people brought us milk, others a 
little com, and Munameet's people some rich 
honey-comb which they had found in the field. 
The King was present at the evening worship. 

19th. A Mashow rain-maker had just returned 
from the Wanketzen country, where he had been 
for some. time. While there he saw two expedi- 
tions go out against some neighbouring nations, in 
both of which they were successful in capturing 
cattle.' On the fitrst they killed nine men, and on 
tlie last three. Two messengers had also arrived 
to invite Kossie to joki Makkabbaon a new expe- 
dition, which he declined. 

During our absence from Mashow two rhinoce- 
roses came into the town during the night, when 
the inhabitants assembled and killed them both: 
The rhinoceroses, shot by Jager, on the preceding 
day, having been cut up, were brought, the one in 
a waggon, the other on pack-oxen. We divided 
one among Kossie, Munameets, and Pelangye. 
They brought also the heaa of one of them, which 
was different from all the others that had been 
killed. The common African rhinoceros has a 
crooked horn resembling a cock's spur, which 
rises about nine or ten inches above the nose and 
inclines backward ; immediately behind this is a 
gbort thick horn; but the head they brought had 
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a straight horn projecting three feet from the 
forehead, about ten inches above the tip of the 
nose. The projection of this great horn very 
much resembles that of the fanciful unicorn in 
the British arms. It has a small thick horny sub- 
stance, eight inches long, immediately behind it, 
which can hardly be observed on the animal at 
the distance of a hundred yards, and seems to 
be designed for keeping fast that which is pene- 
trated by the long horn ; so that this species of 
rhinoceros must appear really like a unicorn when 
running in the field. The head resembled in 
size a nine-gallon cask, and measured three feet 
from the mouth to the ear, and being much larger 
than that of the one with the crooked horn, and 
which measured eleven feet in lengtTi, the ani- 
msd itself must have been still larger and more 
formidable. From its weight, and the position 
of the horn, it appears capable of overcoming 
any creature hitherto known. Hardly any of 
the natives took the smallest notice of the head, 
but treated it as a thing familiar to them. As 
the entire horn is perfectly solid, the natives, 
I afterwards heard, make from one horn four 
handles for their battle-axes. Our people 
wounded another, which they reported to be 
much larger*. Two redboks were also shot. 

♦ The head being so weighty; and the distance to the Cape 
so great, it appeared necessary to cut off the under jaw and 
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Therm, at nine a. m. in the waggon - 44. 
Do. at noon in - do. - - 74. 

20th. There was a poor Mashow lad, about 
fourteen years of age, who, from want of food, 
appeared like a skeleton, to whom the Hotten- 
tots had now and then given something to eat ; 
his father came and offered to sell him for a little 
flesh. Pelangye, at the same time, offered to sell 
me his daughter Tattenyanne for some rhinoceros' 
flesh, though from his treatment of the girl I 
could perceive no dislike he had to her, but his 
love of eating appeared far to exceed his affection 
for any other object. 

After worship in the evening we had a meeting 
with the King and his brother, in the presence 
of Munameets, Pelangye, &c. and mentioned our 
intention of leaving Mashow on the morrow. 
We wished to know whether he and his people, 
after having had time to reflect and consult 



leave it behind ; (the Mashow who cut off the flesh from it had 
t^D cuts on his back, which were marks for ten men he had 
killed in his life time.) The animal is considered by natu- 
ralists, since the arrival of the skull in London, to be the 
unicorn of the ancients, and the same as that which is described 
in the xxxixth chapter of the bbdk of Job. The part of 
the head brought to London, may be seen at the Missionary 
Museum; and, for such as may not have the opportunity of 
seeing the head itself, the annexed drawing of it has been made. 
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together, were of the same mind about receiving 
amoqgst them teachers of the word of God ? He 
fOi^weiced that all the chief captains were present 
when we had inaide the proposal, and had all ap- 
proved of it, and they continued of the same 
opinion — that their oldest captain, whose advice 
they generally took^ still fiiivored it — that Ma-. 
teebe^ with whom they were intpiately connected, 
had the word of God, and they wished to have it 
also; he hoped it would, put an end to com- 
mandoes, which he did not like.. I reminded 
him that Missionaries must not be .expected to 
go on commandoes, b<^c^use contrary to their 
principles and instruction^. To which he gave 
his consent, and expressed a hope thg^t we should 
have a safe and pleasant journey to Lattakop. 

One of the Hottentots shot a redbok during the 
day ; the two Wanketzen ambassadors were with 
him at the time, they pursued the animal tUI it 
fiell, cut it up, and kept the whole carcase, giving 
to the Hottentot only the skin and the two hoi^ns. 
On his resisting, the. robbery they threatened to 
stab him with their assagais, Kossie told xns; he 
had heard of the circumstance^ and bad deputed 
a person, to examine into their conduct. He 
had sent for our Hottentot to hear his account, 
but made nothing of it. Munameets advised uft 
to hold an assagai before them, £md threaten to 
kill them if they did not deliver back the flesh 
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they had taken, which we would not consent to. 
Perhaps from the scarcity of provisions in the 
country they had tasted nothing for several 
days. Kossie and Munameets remarked, that 
probably we did not believe what they had fre- 
quently told us of Makkabba, but that now we 
felt it, for his people were like himself. Kossie 
remarked, that the very man, who had been sent 
to invite us to visit him, brought an invitation to 
himself to engage in a commando, and he be- 
lieved it was for the same reason, viz. to accom- 
pany him on his intended expedition. He also 
informed us that, some time before, ten nations 
had combined together to crush Makkabba, but 
they could make no impression upon him. He 
likewise remarked that the Wahketzens did not 
paint their bodies like the other nations, but were 
accustomed to wash themselves. 

We intended to have visited the city of Yat- 
tabba where Sibinell resides, which lies about 
four or five days' journey to the eastward of 
Mashow ; but finding how much the Marootzee 
had been disappointed at our bringing so few 
b^ads to them, we knew the disappointment 
would be greater at Yattabba when we brought 
none, and Munameef s determination not to ac- 
company us, made us judge it better to defer 
visiting them at that time. 
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The Wanketzens, Marootzees, Mashows, Yat- 
tabbas, and Boquains, though they speak a dia- 
lect of the Bootshuana language^ are not called 
Bootshuanas, but Barroolongs. 
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LIVES OF SOME OF THE INHABITANTS OF MASHOW- 

Before we quit Mashow it may be proper to 
insert the following history of some of its inhabi- 
tants. The information thus obtained from their 
own lips, will not, it is presumed, prove unin- 
teresting. 

ACCOUNT OF HOONSEY, 

A Mashow Captain, who acted (zs our Chiide from 
Mashow to Ku/rreechane. 

HE was born at Seekaholey, about twelve 
miles to the N. E. of the city of Mashow ; his 
father's name was Shoopee, his mother s Mas- 
sinyee. His father died of the measles; his 
mother still lives at Mashow, and is sister to 
Munameets. 

When he was a young man the Mashows had 
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many contentions among themselves^ being dir 
videdinto three parties, and each having a parti* 
cular head or leader. These three parties com- 
pletely separated from each other. One joined the 
Matchappees; a second lived independent, but 
under tiiie protection of the late Makrakka; an4 
the third remained in the Mashow counftry. . 

The party that joined the Matchappees pre- 
vailed on Mallayabang their king, the father of 
Mateebe, to go on an expedition ^ahist ,the 
others, on ^hich^occasion many of ^the.MaskoW^^ 
were slain. Mallayabang having ordered his fol- 
low€frs that none of the Mashow captdns should 
be put to death, if they fell into their :hftnds,;l»is 
father's life was saved, but not tiU after two .ar- 
rows had pierced his body. These beotg ^K- 
tracted he recovered. ^ 

Hoonsey, having also engaged in to exipedi- 
tion against one of the other parties, would 
have been killed during the battle, in conse- 
quence of a sore leg which he had at the time, had 
not some of his own people rushed forward and 
protected him. Afterwards 'he wen* on a com- 
mando against the Sillootam, a people Jiving on 
the banks of the river liqUa, (or Yellow Riyor,) in 
which they killed their King Sillootam, and cap- 
tured many of their cattle. In another expedi- 
tion he accompanied the Moqutdns against the 
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Peerees, (or Wolves,) in which they slew manjr 
PeerQe«, and drove away their cattle; he slew 
one with his own hand. 

The Mooramussannas once made an incursion 
into the Mashow country, and carried off some 
cattle. A short time afterwsords, many of the 
Mashows, when hunting a jackal,* accidentally 
fell in with a numerous party of the Mooramus- 
sannas, who were also hunting, when the Mashows 
attacked them, captured their pack-oxen, and 
killed many of the people ; Hoonsey killed one. 

The fifth commando in which he engaged 
was with the Matchappees against the Hohaws, 
from whom they captured many cattle. Not 
long after this the Mashows had a civil war; in 
one of the combats he killed a Mashoir man. 
When these contentions subsided they united to- 
gether and went against the Makobey nation to 
obtain cattle. They attacked their cattle-posts, 
but the Makobeys came out, fought desperately, 
and preserved their cattle. At that time he 
pierced a man with an assagai, but he did not 
ascertain whether the blow proved faJkal. He 
himself received a severe wound on the loins with 
a stone. They afterwards attacked thdr principal. 



• The jackal is hunted principally for its skin, of which their 
finest cloaks are made. 
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town, but were equally unsuccessful, being beaten 
off from thence with loss; however, at that time 
Hoonsey killed three men, and consequently 
reaped much honor. Afterwards Sateebe, a 
neighbouring king, invited the Mashows to join 
him in an attack against the same town, which 
they did; but the inhabitants sallied out and de- 
feated them. In this contest Matchakoo, uncle 
to Kossie the present King of the Mashows, was 
killed. Hoonsey said that that was the last com- 
mando he had been engaged in. 

After I had committed to writing an account of 
his first commando, I asked if he had been in 
any other ? Laughing, he said he had been on 
commandoes all his life. 

Having finished the narrative of his life, I 
asked him where the Mashows thought men caime 
fi^om at first ? He assured me that there was a 
hole in a mountain in the Marootzee country, to 
which we were travelling, firom whence all men 
came, and travellers might still see the footmarks 
of men who had come from it ; they can also see 
near it the traces of all kinds of animals who had 
come out of the same hole. There are likewise 
the footmarks of one that went back to the hole, 
and these are God's footmarks. 

I a»ked him why the Mashows circumcised 
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their young people? He said we should not 
ask' that question, for they did not like to telL I 
supposed that Munameets had desired him to 
give that answer* 



LIFE OF MOROKEY, 

AMashow Rain-maker, who travelled mth Us from 
Mccshow to Lattakoo. 

MOROKEY, uncle to Pelangye, the Matchap- 
pee captain, of Old Lattakoo, was bom at the river 
Masseree, whdn the city of Ma^ow stood there, 
and he continued to reside there till he became a 
man. Commandoes, or plundering expeditions, 
being the greatest events which happen in the in- 
terior couutries of Africa, they are generally the 
first things noticed in the life of a South African ; 
of course, in relating his life, he began by telling 
us that the first commando in which he had been 
engaged was against the Marootzee nation, and 
the only memorable circumstance that he could 
recollect was, that, on that commando, he had 
the honor of killing a man. The second com- 
mando in which he was engaged was against the 
Mooroomassanye nation, when the same memo-? 
rable event took place"-he again killed a man, 
and consequ^tly obtained the honor of an ad- 
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ditioiia) $car upon his thigh. H^s thurd. expedi- 
tion was against the Wanketgens, when he reaped 
the same hAr^h by killing 9. ibaa. The ^dith 
ioiportant crisis of hi9 life yfBs, 4uri9g ^he pr^ 
valence of civil broils ajoaoog hi$ own nation, 
when he had thi^ honor, as hfe thought, of kiljymg 
a Mashow, his own coimtryinan* Those ^broiU 
arose from a quarrel between two IVfashow ea^- 
tarns, in cofiseqnence of which the people af- 
laiBiged themselves under tlie leaders who^e cav^e 
tfaey felt disposed to support. 

The foUowiug are the Ceremonies used to obtain 
Aoiii.— Morokey said he became a rain-maker 
by praying to God and burning different things 
in the fire. To procure rain, an ox is killed, 
the fat of it is chopped and mixed with dif- 
ferent kinds of wood and leaves of- trees ; and 
all th^se are then burned. He did not h^iffself 
invent tk/^se methods, but obtained his jxtfc^ma- 
tion &om old m^n, and had lik^wise^ }ie said, 
^infimatatibn froin iGrod. He confessed that be 
was not always success&l in bringing i:ain to ja. 
colwtry, on which accOMBt.thie pepp]^ l>MiQed ^m 
for keeping it back, but they accMsed him uo- 
jvMtly. I inquired of him why hia countryn»?o, 
the Mashows, had receive so little rain 49i^ii;i^ 
the last season. With great gravity he gave this 
s^on: — ^* There was a Ma^bow mm whose 
.wife, died, and unhappily he married another 
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before the corn was ripe, which caused a dry 
season, and the com was burnt up." I inquired 
if he believed that the conduct of this man af- 
fected all the countries around, so that rain was 
as scarce with thena as with the Mashows ? H^ 
said, ** No, it is with that as it is with killing 
game, sometimes you have success, and mme^ 
times not; sometimes battle bear, and Borneo 
times not ; God does all things as he {)leas6S. 
Though you tell the people this they will 
not believe you, but will command you to woik 
and make rain ; the people," said Morokey, 
" would be ruined if I were .not to do it. When 
a man is sick you give him medicine ; it is 'God 
who €ures him, but the medicine is the m^nsi; 
so the killing of a beast in the morning is ^ 
m^ans, and you get rain in the evening." ' 

... ... . •:•. « 

With respect to the origin of mankind, the old 
men had given him no information; but there is 
a great hole in the Marootzee country out *f 
which men first came, and their footmarks are utsdi 
to be seen there. One man oame out of it long 
ago, but he went back, and is there yet. Morokey 
jicfver saw the hole hin^elf, but his uncle, who is 
dead, had seen it, ' and saw the footmarks vteiy 
plain. The cattle also came from the same hole. 

Matoome was the first man, and Jiad a yoimger 
brother of the same name, and a sidter whose 
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name was Matoomyan. She was the first who 
came out firom the hole, and had orders respect- 
ing the cattle, and was appointed to superintend 
them ; but her brother Matoome came out^ and 
without le^ye went and led the cattle rouqid tkp 
end of a mountain, which so enraged his sister,, 
who possessed medicine for the preservation of 
life and health, that she returned to the hole, car- 
rying with her the precious medicine; in conse- 
quence of which diseases and death came into th$ 
world, and prevail in it to this day. 

I inquired of hiiA how they treated their sick ; 
he said, that when a pierson is very ill, they are 
accustomed to kill an animal, and to dig up some 
roots, with which they prepare a medicine, and give 
it him. To cure a head-ache, they bum a certain 
kind of wood, and take the ashes as snuff. When 
.the small-pox comes amc^g them, th^y select the 
person who seems to have the most favorable 
kind, and from him they take the matter and 
inoculate other people. The disease i? thereby 
tendered more lenient. . ^^ 

The Ma^hows obtained the knowledge of i^oc^u- 
lation from the Wanketzens, who got it fro^itlie 
Mobtchuaseday ; tliese received it from the Se3f.t- 
tay, and the Seketay obtained it from the Mahha^ 
latseelay. The Seketay is the only nation that 
trades with the Mahhalatseelay. They commence 
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their journey to that country after the com. is 
sowu> and do not return till the next seed-time. 
They bring from thence medical preparations for 
oblai<iing rain, but when they intend to punish a 
nation they bring medicine calculs^ed» a& thejr 
suppose, to produce drought When they entw 
the Mafahalatseelay country, the inhabitajijts in*^ 
quire where they are going; should they say 
they are come to visit tlieir, country, they boil 
com and place it before them for food. When 
the strangers proceed on their jounjey, they in- 
form them, that so long as they travel in their 
country they shall be funusAied with fbodl It 
is reported, that their Iciyg nether gets ^old, nor 
dies, and Motokey seemed to bdbieve. it. The 
people ride upon elephants ; .and Morekey added, 
they climb up . their houses ^s a person would 
ascend a cliff, [which may refer to stairs.] E^eiy 
thing, he said, might be purchased in iitilt 
country. 

He has been in Ae Matchacha country, and 
went once to a people caUed &e Maiihitpee 
Appalla, on purpose to obtain the knowledge of 
rain-making, for which he paid them thirty oxen 
and cows, ten sheep, ten gbcrts, ten wild-beast- 
skin caresses, i&x bilai^biidk ckros^es, tan strings 
of beads, and a largte ^aiifcHy of Unstrung beadA 
He ueret lieard of the sea, but lie had bieen at 
the Yellow ^tver, ^rtach fee xjidied ^lihe Liqua or 
Leequa. 
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Morokey said he had never once thought what 
the sun was, nor where it went at night ; but 
he remembered, when he was a boy, the sun 
getting so dark in the daytime that the stars 
speared, and also the moon becoming verf 
dark. He had h^ard that God kills men, but 
did not know of their going any where after 
they were dead. He now seriously inquired 
of U8 what he should daub himself with ia 
order to becoine rich ? In an3wer, we ftsked 
hira if he really expected to be rich now that h« 
was an old man. He said he was hot aft old 
man, he was but a youth, at any rate there wa$ 
ho harm in his getting rich, he could leave it t# 
his children— did we ever see old men taking 
such a journey as he was now engaged in, travel- 
ling from Mashbw to Lattakoo, or had we sees 
old men hunt like him— he could run for som^ 
distance as fast as his son, but after that his son 
got before him. These arguments were used tp 
persuade us that he was still young, but the next 
que^ioh proved, that he both believed aid felt 
that he was growing old, for he gravely asked. if 
we could inoculate him with any thing that would 
make him young again. 

When inquiring respecting the fate of Cowan, 
Donovan, &c« he said he had never heard of w^te 
men coming to their countries before* 
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LIFE OF MAKETZEE, 

Grandson r>f Makrakka, late King of the Myaboj, 
or Tauwe tribe. 

MAKETZEE was the son of Mahotowey, and 
grandson of Makrakka. His fether died near the 
Sielahory River. After 'the death of his grand- 
father, the Matchappees attacked his people, 
which made them fly for protection to Makkabba, 
king of the Wanketzens, whom they soon after- 
wards left in consequence of his cruelties iind 
murders. Some years ago Makkabba's son re- 
belled against him, when, according to Ma- 
ketzee, Makkabba went to an ant-hill, and kicked 
it to pieces, out of which a swarm of bees pro- 
iceeded, attacked the son, and drove him from that 
part of the country. Makkabba being considered 
a magician, the story is credited. Maketzee said, 
that though he had travelled over the whole coun- 
try, he had never found such a man as Makkabba; 
and though he was glad to go with us to the 
Marootzee, had we been. going to Makkabba, he 
would have bound the feet of Munameets, and pre- 
vented him from accompanying us. ** Makkabba," 
he said, " is a shocking fellow, he employs such 
powerful magic, that should he invite a neigh- 
bouring king to visit him, and that king neglects 
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to colae, he will only pay him a visit, and he is 
sure to (Jie shortly afterwards. By a visit of this 
kind, he killed the king of the Marootzee." 

Wheor he lived withMakkabba^ he often iur 
quired if the white men s government resembled 
his ; if they had magic like him ? To which Ma- 
ketzee replied, that he did not know about their 
^ov^rnnient or; naagic, but every thing they had 
was wonderful, and he instanced candles. Mak- 
kabba said No, white people were nothing com,- 
pared to himself, they were not so old, and would 
never be able to fight with him, Maketzee as- 
serted that Makkabba would be unconquerable, 
if all the nations were united against him, and 
although assisted by people with guns, for by his 
magic he could prevent the guns from going ofl^ 
and defeat :all their attempts. 

During his residence at Maleeta, Makkabba had 
a commando against some nation every ipooi^, 
while the moonlight continued, and returned when 
the nights got dark. By his magic he is said to 
overcome elephants, he has only to whistle, and 
these animals will come and quietly p^nnit their 
l^gs to be cut off. Here Maketzee seriously in- 
quired if white men had any magic of that kind, 
M«akkabba, he also added, digs up a certain kind 
of bulb, introduces a medicine into it, and puts the 
bulb iagaiii into the ground. When a rhinocerof; 
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happens to approach that plant, he is unaUe to 
move from the spot, and is easily killed* M%€ii 
a great- king is killed, he cuts open the brieast> 
and extracts the fat from the entrails, and after- 
wards the marrow from the baek-boiiej which he 
boils together, and when sick, by putting % little 
of it into his nose anid ear, he is cured. He mtist 
acknowledge him to he a great and wondeifitl 
man ; in some respects^a man, but in others a CKxt. 
He eat^from morning to evening, and is generally 
surrounded by several of his wives, with only one 
servant present, while all his people must keep at 
a respectful distance. ** He will have spie&upon 
you," continued the narrator, *' in the Marootzee 
country, and wherever you go, to inform him of 
every thing that is done. He lately attocked 
the Maleete, a people lying to the eastward of 
the Maroot^ee, and took many of their cafetta" 

Maketzee here stated that the natioi^^ beyond 
the Maleete are the Bopoola, Bopooana, Bapir), 
a second Bapiri, Bohadpoo, Mool^ey, Mat- 
chakwa, Morrimus^nee, Bahatchod* Bap^gey, 
Bapo, Bakohey, Maheheroo, Bopereesfe, Mo- 
chacha, Omaribai, Selutana, Makot^e-Sebatya. 
The country inhabited by these different trifees 
he described as lying to the east and nortii-eapt 
of Kurreechane, adding that, ** when you come 
to the Bahatchoo there is a great river so broad 
that you can scarcely' see to the other «ide. ft 
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runs into a great water that would frighten you 
to look at. Its course is toward the rising sun/ 
Probably the river runs into a frith or bay which 
ends in the sea. 

The beads are brought first to a nation called 
Maklak, by a people whose language he could 
not unden^nd, the beads are not in rows, [or 
strung] but loode, dnd are exchanged for dephanta' 
teeth. Vfh&k they arrive at a town with tlieir 
oxen' and beads^ they halt at the outside^ and 
<efitdr the town on foot to transact their business. 
'All the nations beyond the Marootzee^ are similar 
to them in their manners, customs, and method 
of building houses. Their large towns are hardly 
ever more dian a day's journey from eadi other^ 
so that there is no occasion to sleep in the fields. 
He visited the Bahatchoo last year. He lives at 
present in the city of Mashow with many of his 
people> over whom he is captain, and travelled 
with us from Mashow to Kurrebchane. He was 
the most industrious native in our company, 
being always employed in making and carving 
wooden spoons, and during our residence at 
Karreechane he constantly assisted the captain, 
with whom he lodged, in making skin cloaks. 
The voracity of his appetite for flesh, however, 
was nearly equal to that of Pelangye's. 
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Farther particidars concerning Makkabbay King of 
(he Wanketzens^ by Maketzee. 

MAKKABBA, King of the Wapketzens, was 
son of Maleete^* hence when spoken of, he is 
oftea called. Moree-MaleeJta, or son of Maleeta, 
whose father was Mungailee, the son: of aether 
Makkabba. Maleeta, in his vW^s.with the Mar 
rootzee, greatly lessened their population* In one 
of the battles the father of the present Regent of 
the Marootzee was killed. 

. About thirty years, ago,. Makkabba suc<?eeded 
his father, and it is said that he poisoned him 
for the 'Sake of obtaining one of his wives, tp 
whom he was attached, and who is still alive. 
He resides at Meleeta, ; which is a consi^derable 
city, surrounded with, rich pasturage for the 
cattle, and. abounding with trees, but there is 
only a small stream of water. 

. Makkabba is reported to be about fifty years of 



• In my former Journal, page 295, the names of Mak- 
kabba's father and grandfather were stated to be Wanketz. 
This last account is likely to be more correct, being received 
from one who resided for some time with him. 
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age, he is upwards of six feet in height, but of a 
slender make, has a prominent chin, with two pro- 
jecting teeth which raise his upper lip, and is 
said never to look a person in, the face^ to whom 
he is speaking.. He has at present about twenty 
wives, all of whom have separate houses, built 
in the form of a circle. He does not usually 
sleep during the day, but when this happens, 
Maketzee asserted that his people were sure 
an army from some nation, was mardhiiig to 
attack their cattle, and they hastto out of the 
city to defend them. Chooss is his eldest 
and only surviving son, having murdered all the 
others, from a fear, it is supposed, lest they 
should murder him, as he had murdered his father. 
Chooss, when he is ^sick, will hot take medicine 
from his father, lest poison should have been 
mixed up with it. 

The first commando in which Makkabba en- 
gaged was during the lifetime of his father, 
against the Boquain nation, and he succeeded 
in capturiag many of their cattle. On a second 
expedition against the same people he was equally 
successful, and took Seechangway, their king, 
prisoner, whom he soon afterwards liberated. 
On a third attack he slew Seechangway, which 
so enraged the Boquains, that they rallied and 
made a furious attack upon Makkabba, killed 
many of his people, and captured a great number 
of their cattle. 
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Makkabba wears on bS^ breadt the oi Aumsri, 
or bone of a king's arm whomjhe had slain,;> jrbtmi 
which hQ has tied the hair of a knob, that Itad. 
beed killed by a lion. When he feds fatigtied 
on a commando^ he dips the kjoDio's haw ia 
water, which, hanging wet on his breast, h^ «ays> 
refitM has spirits, and enables him to proceed 
with vigor* * 

Maketzee said his commandoes had been so 
numerous that they could not he told, hi one of 
thehi he killed Weekaaye,. a great captain of the 
Blarootzee. He once drove away his uncle ficoBi 
Kanye, where he lived, and murdered his children 
by iaigic. He is very arbitrary. When people 
fr^ a distance bring articles to exchange, hi 
takes the whole, and will not permit his people 
to obtain any thing; which is worse than the 
King of Kurreechane, who only requires of 
stapangers to make him the first offer of the ar- 
tioles they bring to exchange, and if they are not 
sa^tisfied with his offer, they are at liberty to 
batt^ with any of his people. This tyrant ^ 
South Africa frequently puts to death his own 
eervantSj when they do any thing that displeases 
hiaW 

He and his people - possess cattle in abund- 
«tnce^ which the inhabitants of Lattakoo accouiit 
for in a way satisfactory to themselves. TlMpe 
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is a large deep hole, say they, in the Wan- 
ketzen country, down which Makkabba has only 
to call, and the cattle come up to him. 

Makkabba once sent isome pxt^ a^ a pre^eiM 
to Mateebe, in4>rder to gaia his friendship ; but 
immediately on their being presented to him, he 
tlirust lad spear info them, and killed^ tkyem. 
This is coH&idered a gx^eat insult by, tb^^j^ei^Qiii 
who iends .Biick.a pxesent. Maie^ "will to^ 
emeu receive a bjowj or dish from that vntiofif Jke 
Mys all tm^ poisQiQed. 

Boiag desiroBft to leaxn tbecaus^e of M^i^e'^ 
iiBiform balxeji to>^MaklQaM>a, I inqi^y^FGdof Jj/hkx 
nameets^^hisjtmde, who said« ji^at iMg aga» m 
«>as6quence of a dcfensire aivi offe^^ftie J^j^^ 
em^tk^^t^eea^heM&fyAdL^^ imdJOoqusu^s; 
(kr mitite: faaajEcmd th^. .M^aijik^zea^*) ;M^f[hi^ 
JQBikd diem^in aBc^aittaok aipohi the. ^tfik^l^nik^ 
Mi&kafab&'^ei^^.^lj^ ^^ftaoii^ bims^, ^bu^ \^ 
them off with @Kat steug^Lter. El^rei: sicMEte Mfir 
teebe iibii abhs>mad him. . . i ^, ^^i t 

!^ : ^ . . ,,,■'■ '.„' ..Vu 

He iadded^ i^^i. JMkkkabba kept %i9 >p«i!lp\^ «( 
ecrnqdete salkordinatioii. Tlmt tione em i^^r 
call upon him, or speak to him out of di3«2& 
unless invited, 

The Wnntotiewii w«sh tlteiir b^disfi ifAteffi 
of painting them like the other nations. 
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BRIEF ACCOUNT OF MOREE, 

A lammaha woman, who travelled a few days 
with our waggons. 

MOREE, [or Medicine,] a Tammaha womai^ 
was born near the town of Marabogh. . Her 
father's name was Incopetz, her mother's Lebooay . 
Her father died by the hand of God, [their man- 
ner of expressing a natural death ;] her mother 
died among the Macquainas. Her husband's 
name was Marooa-peloo, he was killed by 'the 
naked Caffires. She had two daughters married 
at Old Lattakoo, and has often been in danger 
during the attacks of different tribes. She was 
Ignorant of her age, but said she had grown up 
while Mashow still lived, meaning befere his 
death* She lived for some time in the Matchap- 
pee country with John Kok, (Missionary froin 
llie Cape Society,) and was present wheii he was 
murdered at the Krooman River. She said 
Mashow was alive the first time I visited Latta- 
koo, but could not explain when he died^ having 
forgotten how many moons had be^i since his 
death. 

Her father was a Tammaha captain, but had 
«U his cattle carried off by the Corannas. After 
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his death her two daughters supported her. She 
lost her right eye in consequence of eating some 
animal that died of disease, which gave her the 
Hottentot sore, discovered first by a swelling, that 
afterwards becomes black, and is never cured, 
they say, till the black part rots out. Asking 
her if she knew any thing of God, or of her soul, 
she said, none knew these things of themselves. 



i'.'i 
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DEPARTURE OF MASHOW AND ARRIVAL AT 
MERIBOHWHEY. 

Mat 21. 

ixBOUT suiirise we began to prepare for our 
final departure in the presence of many spec- 
tators. One man, to express his joy at our 
visit, said, his heart was as white as milk on 
account of it. At half past nine, a. m. all being 
in readiness, we left Mashow. A considerable 
concourse of people accompanied us about two 
miles, when they left us in a body, except the 
King and three of his servants, who walked with 
us about five miles, to one of his cattle-places, to 
give us a bag-full of thick milk. Munameets 
was overheard inquiring of the King what he 
thought of these white people, now that they had 
left him without asking presents or seeking gain 
by trading. The King replied, that he thought 
very favorably of them, and should be glad when 
some of them came to Uve at Mashow. 
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We did not take the road acroi^ Jthe moun- 
tains, but preferred going by a plain, to the east* 
ward of them, which was beautifully covered with 
the mimosa tree, retaining a lively. green, though 
near the middle of their winter. Our guides bad 
c<)nd%ict^d us on oittr journey to Maahow from 
La*takob, by the mountain road, thinking it 
nearer, without reflecting on the difficulties it 
opposed to waggons. 

Therm, at eight a. m. 48: noon 72. 

At four p. M. we arrived at the Tammaha Town 
of Meribohwhey, when almost the whole popula- 
tion came out to receive us. As all their corn 
had been cut down and gotan, a great number of 
women were in the crowd ; but when we were 
there before, the harvest had not been gathered in, 
and the females were oQcupied the whole of the 
day in driving away the birds from the corn. 
We found the same warlike messengers from the 
Wanketzens in this town, pressing the same ob- 
ject, but without any success. Possibly the con- 
versations we have had with the chiefs of the 
different nations may render them at least more 
cautious of engaging in such iniquitous under- 
takings. 

A large congregation attended the evening 
worship ; many made remarks to each other so 
VOL. I. y 
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loud that they disturbed us much; Munameets 
went out and drove the disturbers away. 

In the Marootzee country, in winter, the wind 
generally blows from the N.B., in the Mashow 
country from the S.E.; and in the Tanunaha, 
during the day from the N. W., and in the night 
from the S.E. 
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